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RATED THE RiDE PRODUCT TEST

STRAP ME UP!
Compression straps help reduce
the size of a rucksack when not fully
filled, helping it stay more stable
at speed and feel less bulky.

The RST Rucksack is a cheap 
and cheerful offering that 
feels somewhat outgunned 
against the competition due 
to its basic construction and 
lack of standout features. 
That said, it’s less than £50 
and covers the basics.

Externally, you get two 
mesh drinks pockets, a small 
frontal pocket, hidden top 
pocket, and larger front 
pocket that is neatly divided 
up for pens, etc and has its 
own pocket on its flap. The 
zips all have tags, there are 
double-zips on the larger 
front pocket and main 

A ‘what you see is what you 
get’ product, the QBag 15 is a 
waterproof roll-bag with a 
price tag that makes having 
one almost a no-brainer. Why 
wouldn’t you spend £21.99 
for those really wet days?

Very basic in its design, you 
get two mesh bottle holders 
on the outside with a single 
zippered pocket that has no 
internal dividers or sections. 
Pleasingly, the zip has a small 
flap covering its top area to 
assist with waterproofing 
and moves easily, which 
isn’t always the case with 
cheaper rucksacks.

Total 31/50

THE SCORES

BENCH TEST

THE FACTS

Fit

Comfort

Practicality

Waterproofing

Features

Material Polyester
Storage volume 30 litres
Dimensions 640mm high, 330mm wide 
Comfort padding Straps only
Claimed waterproof Yes
Pockets internal 1
Pockets external 3
Straps None
Extra features Reflective details, 
five-year guarantee 
Colours available Black

Total 27/50

THE SCORES

BENCH TEST

THE FACTS

Fit

Comfort 

Practicality

Waterproofing

Features

Material Nylon
Storage volume 42.5 litres
Dimensions 540mm high, 340mm wide 
Comfort padding Back padding, 
padded straps
Claimed waterproof No
Pockets internal 2, including 
laptop sleeve 
Pockets external 5
Straps Torso and waist, adjustable
Extra features Carry handle
Colours available Black

Water ingress Every pocket 
bar the top one
Weight dry 1.15kg
Weight wet 1.7kg
Water retained 0.55kg

Water ingress None
Weight dry 0.72kg
Weight wet 0.8kg
Water retained 0.08g

WORST
FOR WATER-

PROOFING BEST FOR
WATER-

PROOFING

RST Rucksack £49.99

QBag Backpack 15 £21.99
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compartment, and straps to 
reduce the sack’s size.

Opening the main section 
was a battle as the zip got 
caught on the inner flap, but 
once open a very spacious 
compartment is revealed. 
With a 42.5-litre capacity 
and laptop section with an 
elasticated retaining strap, 
it easily swallowed our 
selection of items with loads 
of room to spare.

However, it failed the 
waterproof test – only the 
small top pocket remained 
dry. The zip ends are all weak 
areas as they don’t form 

The main section is 
accessed via a roll-top 
fastened by a single clip. Not 
the prettiest closing system 
as it tends to stick upwards 
when shut, but very quick 
and easy to gain access to 
the main compartment.

Once inside there is 
basically nothing to note – it’s 
just a 30-litre hole of storage 
space with no segments. 
It contained all our kit, but 
you run the risk of any small 
items getting tangled up and 
lost within bigger ones. Also, 
the laptop isn’t secured, so 
flops around within, and the 

waterproof seals when they 
shut and lack waterproof 
covers. RST don’t claim it 
to be waterproof.

Getting the rucksack on is 
easy as the central fastener is 
huge, but it’s a shame some 
adjusters lack tie‑backs for 
excess material, meaning they 
flap around, and the waist 
ones lack stiff backing so 
can get a bit lost.

Once moving, it sits nicely 
and padding is good, but you 
feel the hardness of a laptop 
within as it lacks a solid back, 
making it better suited to 
clothes… in plastic bags!

back section lacks padding 
so hard items press against 
you when riding.

Putting the QBag on is easy 
as there are two adjustable 
shoulder straps, but it lacks a 
waist or torso security strap, 
so tends to work its way off 
your shoulders if you aren’t 
careful. This also makes the 
bag flap around a bit when 
up to speed.

During the waterproof test 
the QBag dries instantly as 
no water is retained, and it 
remained fully waterproof 
in both of its pockets, which 
we expected.

VERDICT
Good for carrying casual 
clothes for a day out and has 
huge capacity, but you need 
to avoid wet conditions.

VERDICT
Need waterproof storage? 
The QBag is hard to fault and 
very cheap. But it’s just a 
waterproof bag with straps.

‘Huge capacity but need 
to avoid wet conditions’

‘Price tag makes having 
one almost a no-brainer’

 Straps are okay, but 

they do flap around a bit

 Waterproof zip 
is lovely stuff

 Top opening pocket for phone and wallet is a good idea

 Roll-bag top is 

simple, faff-free and 

works pretty well

GETS THE JOB DONE
A polyester outer and roll-top

design gives the QBag excellent
waterproofing in its main

section. It’s basic in its
design, but effective.

A fairly basic rucksack with a low price tag
www.rst-moto.com

Cheap and cheerful, but fully waterproof
www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk


