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RATED

 Takes the 
strain out of 

working on
your bike

LATEST KIT RATED

‘They just feel  
like normal jeans’
Weise Norvik jeans £159

www.weiseclothing.com

THE CLAIM
“Made from a single layer of stretch 
390gsm denim, for all‑day comfort 
on or off the bike, combined with the 
reassurance of AA‑rated protection. 
Double and triple-stitched main seams 
add strength to the construction, while 
RE ZRO impact protection at the knees 
and hips comes as standard. More 
flexible, breathable and lighter than most 
alternatives, it eliminates hot spots while 
riding and has a slim profile.”

THE REALITY
These are the lightest, most ‘wear and 
forget’ riding jeans I’ve used. Certified to 
AA standard and with enough armour to 
make you feel protected, they work well 
on the bike, with just enough stretch in 
them for comfort, but not so much that 
you feel like you’re wearing insubstantial 
leggings. It’s easy to move around on the 
bike, they don’t ride up, and the knee 
armour stays in the location you need it.

By definition, this lightness means they 
work well in hotter weather – they were 
my choice at the tail-end of our Indian 
summer, but now with autumn in full 
swing there are warmer options. There 
is enough room in them for a base layer 
underneath, though.

Cut on the slim side of a regular fit, the 
thin armour doesn’t get in the way 
during your off-bike time – walking and 
sitting at a desk isn’t a problem. Neither 
the hip or the knee armour intrudes. 
They’re the only pair of riding jeans I’ve 
been happy to wear all day, off the bike.

Of course, there are compromises. 
While they are certified to a decent 
standard, they don’t inspire confidence 
like other riding jeans – this is backed up 
by the fact the armour is only certified 
for CE level 1. Also, I haven’t been that 
impressed that the stitching on one of 
the back pockets has started to fray.

That said, if you’re after a pair of 
stylish jeans that look great and are 
comfortable in day-to-day use while 
having a good level of protection, they’re 
worth looking at. MATT WILDEE

 Rear pocket
stitching has started to fray 500 miles in

 Armour is slim and 

flexible so there’s 

day-long comfort

Strong and stable
Clarke CML3
workbench £538

www.machinemart.co.uk

THE CLAIM
“Heavy-duty, powder-coated
steel unit boasts sturdy work
surface, lower shelf, and a 
convenient drawer for tools.
Easy to assemble.”

THE REALITY
The CML3 workbench is 
surprisingly robust for its 

price and feels stable during 
use, with only a minor 
wobble if not on a flat 
surface. Assembly is 
straightforward, and the 
included drawer and shelf 
are genuinely useful for 
keeping tools within easy 
reach. The work surface 
handles most home projects 
well. It’s a great upgrade for 
DIYers seeking a smart, 
practical and durable bench 
at an affordable price.

Impressive for the price
LS2 Dragon 
£379.99

www.ls2helmets.com

THE CLAIM
“The perfect 
combination 
of lightness 
and strength. 
The Dragon is 
a high-spec 
sports-touring 
helmet 
designed to 
offer a blend of 
comfort, low weight, 
safety, integrated sun 
visor, and aerodynamic 
efficiency. Distinctive 
MotoGP-inspired graphics 
and multiple shell sizes are 
meant to fit most head 
shapes perfectly, with 
Pinlock MaxVision insert 
included for fog‑free riding.”

THE REALITY
The helmet lives up to most 
claims: it’s comfortable, 
fits well straight from the 

box, and 
feels light for 

a sports-touring 
helmet. The drop‑down 
sun visor is handy, and 
ventilation is decent though 
not class‑leading. The plush 
lining gives a premium feel 
and noise levels are 
acceptable but not 
whisper‑quiet. The Pinlock 
insert works well, and the 
helmet stands out with 
eye-catching graphics.

At the price, the Dragon 
offers a strong blend of 
features, looks and 
real‑world usability.

‘GREEN’
ARMOUR
Designed and
developed in the
UK, RE ZRO is the
world’s first CE
armour that’s
biodegradable
in landfill. Level 1
protection rating.

LOTS OF SIZES
Available in 30in to 42in waist,
they are available in short, regular
and long cuts and every colour
you want, as long as it is black.

Alpinestars Halo
leather glove £109

gb.alpinestars.com

THE CLAIM
“A short-cuff glove designed and 
optimised for pure adventure riding, 
the Halo leather glove has a 
perforated construction for 
maximum airflow and breathability, 
with an over-injected knuckle for 
protection against repeated impacts. 
A stretch backhand constructed 
with polyamide and reinforced with 
aramid delivers the perfect blend of 
flexibility, comfort and durability.”

THE REALITY
Finding good gloves for adventure 
riding can be a pain: most enduro 
style gloves are flimsy, wear 
quickly and are not homologated 
for road use. However, these 
leather gloves are strong, have 

a confidence‑inspiring level of 
protection and great feel.

Ventilation is good, the slim cuff 
fits under any jacket, and the quality 
is impressive. They take a little 
while to bed in, but they perform 
well with great articulation, decent 
comfort and excellent venting that 
helps on and off-road.

A good adventure riding choice

 Good feel, once

worn in a bit


