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KIT ON TEST

THIS JACKET IS from the range that 
Knox revealed at Motorcycle Live last 
autumn. The Knox Studio Collection is a 
new departure from a company known 
for its body armour, its gloves and, 
under the Cold Killers name, its layers. 

There were several big talking points.
One is the fact that Knox hadn’t just 

produced a waxed cotton jacket in two 
colours, seemingly out of nowhere. 
They’d also produced a leather jacket, 
and a fabric jacket, again in two colours. 
In keeping with these cafe/custom/
casual-look times, they are meant to 
look good off the bike and perform like 
serious riding gear on the bike.

The second talking point was the 
innovative layering system, and the 
adjustability and versatility designed in 
to the whole Studio Collection from the 
ground up. The collar can be worn up or 
down. The soft inner collar and cuffs 
can come off. The jackets don’t merely 
have simple waist adjusters, but also a 
semi-hidden system that involves a zip 
up the inside of the entire arm and 
down the side of the torso, expanding 
the jacket when you’re wearing armour 
and weather-beating layers inside, 
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contracting it when you’re off the bike.  
(The system on the leather jackets isn’t 
quite as neat.) You can wear the outer 
on its own, but the Collection includes 
armour and thermal layers specifically 
designed to go inside these jackets.

Which brings us on to the third talking 
point: the cost. The price you see at 
the top of this story is for the jacket 
only. My get-up also includes the 
quilted thermal jacket, priced at 
£39.99, and the armoured shirt, a 
further £99.99. There are different 
armour and thermal options 
available, and extras such as a 
detachable hood for £29.99.  

You can decide for yourself how 
many of these elements you’d 
want, and whether you think it’s 
all worth it, but after a few 
hundred miles of spring riding I 
can’t deny that I’m impressed by 
how well the elements all work 
together, how natural it feels to 
expand or contract the jacket, and 
how effective it has been at 
keeping out the showers. 

That said, I don’t find it warm, 
even with all the layers in place 
and everything done up. It’s going 
to be very interesting to live with it 
through the seasons and see how it 
stands up. CO

More than 
skin deepskin deep
Knox’s versatile multi-layer jacket system is an 
innovative way to use the same gear on and off the bike

Quilted jacket sits between 

armour and outer layer
Armoured shirt makes 

protection easy 

Cosy cuffs can come off; 

zip expands whole arm


