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KIT ON TEST

Every 
ride an 
adventure
Shoei update their Hornet helmet with the Hornet ADV,
giving us one of the best all-round helmets out there

 New design
The visor mechanism and peak
are now completely seprate,
making it easier to use both.

adventure
 New visor

The previous Hornet’s visor
distorted at the bottom, but
the new one has a more
conventional curve for
distorion-free clarity 

THE SHOEI HORNET adventure helmet 
has found favour with many riders, 
including our editor Colin. “I’ve ridden 
thousands of miles in a Hornet, and it fits 
me really well,” he says. “It rarely steams 
up, even wearing glasses, as there is 
plenty of air coming in from under the 
chin if you leave off the guard. The peak 
doesn’t force your head up or down, 
though I can feel it when I look side to
side. The visor distorts at the bottom 
because of its shape, but nonetheless 
it’s my favourite helmet by far.” 

Praise indeed. So when the new Hornet 
ADV came in to test in a medium size (and 
Colin is a large) I must admit smiling…

He will be glad to hear that all his issues 
are addressed. This is a super helmet 
which is even lighter than before. The 
peak is perfect for blocking out low spring 
sun, yet thanks in part to its louvered 
design it has even less effect on forcing 
the helmet around at speed. And I can’t 
feel much effect as I turn my head to the 
side, so hopefully that is improved too.

The visor shape is less pronounced than 
before so it doesn’t distort at the bottom, 
and the excellent Pinlock anti-fog insert 
works a treat for me, especially as it 
covers most of the visor. The visor itself 
is much easier to remove than before as it 

is separate to the peak, which also means 
for long journeys on road you can simply 
take the peak off, leaving a huge aperture 
to see the world. The helmet will also take 
goggles if you really must.

Colin could easily wear this helmet day 
in, day out – it’s that comfortable. And 
when it starts to pong all the lining is 
removable. The venting will please the 
boss too, passing plenty of air through to 
help keep glasses clear, though the chin 
vent feels cheap and is tricky to use .

The lid has a double D-ring strap, comes 
with a chinguard and breathguard, and 
feels very sturdy. It also has the quick-
release cheekpads to help removal in an 
emergency. It’s such a shame it was too 
small for Colin – he would really like it. MH

SHOEI HORNET ADV

 £370 (plain) £450 (graphics)
www.shoeiassured.co.uk

 New peak
The heavily louvred peak
helps stop the helmet
getting wrenched to the 
side by the wind. 


