80 | RIDE MAY 2026

GEAR THE RIDE PRODUCT TEST

Shark Skwali3 £279.99*

Forward-thinking and well-considered

www.nevis.uk.com

Shark’s helmets have a certain
feel to them, and the Skwal i3
is no exception. The vent
mechanisms and the
smoothness of the integrated
visor’s drop-down slider make
the Skwal i3 feel far froma
budget option; features such
as afive-year warranty and
the integrated LED lights
back up this impression.

But the fitisn’t for all. The
Skwal i3 feels like it has quite
asmall shell and the fitis
noticeably tight and high

onyour head. | found it put
slight pressure on my
forehead, which wasn’t nice,
and it was a bit uncomfortable
around the ear area. Again,
this may be down to the
shape of my head, but other
lids fitted me noticeably
better. Itis definitely worth
trying before you buy.

If the Skwal i3 fits you, it is
alovely lid with easy-to-use
features and with what feels
like a good attention to detail,
as well as a wonderfully

‘It’s alovely lid with
easy-to-use features’

BUILT-IN BRAKE LIGHT
The Skwal i3 is the only motorcycle
helmet in the world with an
integrated brake light. It usesa
triaxial accelerometer to detect
braking forces - no need for
Bluetooth connectivity or wiring to
the bike. Forward-facing LEDs, too.

Top ventis
effective; chin
vent less so

comfortable lining. The
integrated sun visor has good
coverage and doesn’t mist up,
and the main visor clicks into
position solidly, which is
reassuring. l also like the ease
of the micrometric buckle.

On the go the top vent is
surprisingly effective but the
chin ventis a bit limited in its
channelling of cool air, which
is disappointing. That said, it
feels a quality product -ifa
touch noisy.

Conclusion The Skwal i3 feels
like a lid that should have a
£400-£500 price tag, not

less than £300. Well built and
loaded with features, it’s
excellent value for money.

If it fits your head...

Mechanisms
aresmooth and
well integrated
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BENCH TEST

Weight: 1624g

Noise: 106.1dB
(vents open: 107.3dB)

THE FACTS

Shell construction:
Polycarbonate

Rating: ECE R22.06

Integrated sun visor: Y

Fastening system:
Micrometric buckle

Number of vents: 3

Pinlock: Supplied

Removable lining: Y

Glasses channel: Y

Intercom ready: Sena for Shark

Sizes: XS-XXL

Colour options:
Black, white, graphics

THE SCORES

COMFORT:
EEEEEEEEEE
EASE OF USE:
EEEEEEEEEE
FEATURES:
EEEEEEEEER
VENTS:
EEEEEEEEEE
VISOR REMOVAL:

3850
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. Tabsare slight

small but the vents

‘moderately effective’
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injuries in a rotational impact.

MIPS INSERT A BONUS
The Bellis the only helmet of these
that comes with a MIPS insert, I
which is designed to reduce brain

Bell Lithium MIPS Blip £289.99*

Doesn’t look or feel like it costs less than £300

www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

As soon as you open the Bell’s
box you feel a buzz of pride of
ownership. It’s small details:
the helmet bagis lined and
feels plush, and the additional
iridium visor is a lovely touch.
Also, despite only having two
colour options, the Bellis the
most stylish lid on this test with
no garish graphics; instead just
a choice of neat patterns that
have a hint of retro about them
Once on, this feeling of
quality continues. The lining

is very plush and comfortable,
and it sits well on your head
—almost hugging it - making it
a pleasure to wear with good
glasses channels. It feels like

it should cost more.

Only whenyou try tousea
few features do you see where
costs have been slightly cut.
The tabs to operate the vents
are quite small but click open
and shut precisely, and are
moderately effective. | didn’t
get on with the visor opening

‘Sits well on your head
- almost hugging it’
7

release system, which instead
of a button is a push-in rocker
that | found a bit awkward to
use (especially with winter
gloves); others may disagree.
On the go the Bell is quite
noisy, which was a shame,
and the integrated sun visor
rests very slightly on the tip of
your nose. If your nose is small,
you may get away with it; if
not, itis uncomfortable and
irritating and took the shine
off what is otherwise a very
good helmet.
Conclusion If you have a small
nose, the Bell is a stylish and
comfortable choice. It’s noisy,
which is a bit of a shame, but
that’s the only real downside.
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BENCH TEST

Weight: 16669
Noise: 106.2dB
(vents open: 107.5dB)

THE FACTS

Shell construction:
Polycarbonate

Rating: ECE R22.06
Integrated sunvisor: Y
Fastening system: D-ring
Number of vents: 4
Pinlock: Supplied
Removablelining: Y
Glasses channel: Y
Intercomready: Y, generic
Sizes: XS-XXXL (3 shell sizes)
Colour options: white/black
orsilver

THE SCORES

COMFORT:
EEEEEEEEEN
EASE OF USE:
EEEEEEEEEN
FEATURES:
EEEEEEEEER
VENTS:
EEEEEEEEEN
VISOR REMOVAL:
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www.hjchelmets.eu

With range of colours and the
option of a carbon shell should
you want to spend a bit extra,
the F71 is good value for
money. The visor is a bit fiddly
to remove but is easy to
reinsert, and despite costing
lessthan £300the F71 hasa
full range of features.

HJC tend to take a very
user-friendly approach with
their design and the vents are
all very large, making finding
and operating them with a
gloved hand simple. The

GEAR THE RIDE PRODUCT TEST

HJCF71 £269.99*
Lightweight, well-specified sports-touring lid

glasses channels are well
positioned and the visor
opening tab is big, again
assisting location.
Comfortable to wear, too
—thelining feels very plush
and the fitis snug without any
unwanted pressure points
aside from a slight push on your
temples. And as the lid is quite
long, your nose doesn’t come
into contact with the breath
deflector or integrated visor.
Onthego, the F71 performs
well with excellent vents and an

‘Performs well on the

go with excellent vents’
|

& . operate with
ff‘ excellent airflow
4
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integrated visor that has just
therightlevel of tint to be
helpful while avoiding misting
up. It feels and reacts like a
well-designed lid with parts
such as the visor clunking
solidly into place.

Being critical, I'd say the ear
area is a bit spacious, leading to
adegree of wind noise, but it’s
nothing earplugs wouldn’t
eradicate. Although, our
decibel meter only recorded
103.8dB, which was the lowest
without vents open.
Conclusion A w onside
and impressively specifi
the HJCF71 feels an exc
all-round package an
that pleasantly suryj
itcomesinatund
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BENCH TEST

Weight: 15669
Noise: 103.8dB
(vents open: 106.9dB)

THE FACTS

Shell construction:
Fibreglass composite
Rating: ECE R22.06, ACU Gold
Integrated sun visor: Y
Fastening system: D-ring
Number of vents: 3
Pinlock: Supplied
Removable lining: Y
Glasses channel: Y
Intercom ready: Smart HJC
Sizes: XS-2XL (3 shells)

Colour options: White,
black, graphics, carbon,
carbon graphics

THE SCORES

COMFORT:

{1 111111
EASE OF USE:
IiEEEEEEEEN
FEATURES:
EEEEEEEEER
VENTS:
EEEEEEEEEE
VISOR REMOVAL:

4250

TOTAL

INTERCOM OPTION

You can add second-gen Smart

HJC(£219.99 for 21B, £349.99

for 50B) into integrated pockets

within the helmet to allow you to . ] !
communicate while on the move. %

A Closeswitha
reassuring click,
and doesn’t mist up

4 Smart JHC
intercom sold
separately





