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RATED THE RiDE PRODUCT TEST

YEAR-ROUND
WEAR
As if the Oxford Advanced
base layers weren’t already
exceptional value, you can
wear them all year round.

THUMBS UP
Cut-outs and the bottom
of the sleeves allow
thumbs to be hooked in to
stop the thermals riding up.When it comes to value for 

money, these are utterly 
peerless. Okay, so at a fiver 
less than 50 quid for the pair 
we have no right to demand 
the performance of the 
fancier, higher-tech 
offerings on test here. 
But we certainly got a lot 
more than we felt we 
deserved at this price point.

The 65% polyamide, 35% 
polyester fabric forms well 
to the body and is soft and 
comfortable. That comfort 
is abetted by a largely 
seamless construction, with 
only flat stitching joining the 

Subzero’s Factor 1 Plus top 
and leggings boast no fancy 
combinations of different 
textiles in their construction, 
both being 100% polyamide.

The clever stuff is what 
Subzero describe as “body 
mapping technology”, used to 
create “innovative… body 
forms”. These take the shape 
of stretch ribs and waffle 
weaves for close fit and 
improved heat retention and 
perspiration control. Flat 
stitching conjoins the various 
design features. The top has 
thumb holes at the cuffs to 
prevent the sleeves riding up.
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Material 65% polyamide, 
35% polyester
Sizes S-3XL
Warranty One year 
(manufacturing defects)
Seamless 
Fly 
Seasons All

Material 100% polyamide
Sizes XS-XXL
Warranty One year 
(manufacturing defects)
Seamless 
Fly 
Seasons Winter, colder months

Oxford Advanced £24.99 top, £19.99 pants

Subzero Factor 1 Plus £49.99 top, £39.99 pants
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arms to the body of the 
shirt and on the inside legs 
of the trousers. The fabric 
boasts insulated and 
moisture‑wicking properties.

Oxford market the 
Advanced base layers as 
being suitable for year-round 
wear. Obviously, this is a 
winter test so we can’t 
vouch for what they might 
be like in the warmer months. 
However, we can say that 
they offered a good amount 
of additional warmth on the 
bike and the sleeves and legs 
stayed where they were 
meant to, even on our fidgety 

Subzero are also at pains 
to point out the low profile of 
the top’s round neck, which 
doesn’t obstruct other layers. 
We were also pleased to note 
the generous lengths of the 
top and leggings that keep 
you covered when sitting 
on a bike.

Subzero say the polyamide 
fabric has a hydrophilic 
treatment to rapidly wick 
away sweat, and the leggings 
have mesh zones around the 
crotch and lower back to 
further aid the process.

Given their relatively 
modest price point, 

test rider. Off the bike, he 
didn’t dissolve into a sweaty 
mess either, although they 
weren’t the most breathable.

While not as warm as the 
more technical offerings with 
their highly scientific fabrics, 
and without the cosseting 
comfort of Merino wool, the 
Oxford Advanced base layers 
performed far beyond their 
modest price.

If you aren’t sure whether 
winter riding is your thing, or 
are on a modest budget, the 
Oxford Advanced offerings 
will let you find out without 
breaking the bank.

especially so for a product 
made in England, the 
Subzero Factor 1 Plus top 
and leggings were a surprise 
hit of the test. There was no 
fancy packaging, labels or 
anything else when we 
opened up the parcel.

In use on the bike, our 
tester found them decently 
warm and comfortable. Soft 
fabric, too. Off the bike, the 
Subzero Factor 1 offerings 
didn’t overheat him either, 
although breathability was a 
little behind some other 
offerings. Definitely worthy 
of your attention at the price.

VERDICT
You needn’t spend a fortune 
to take the cold edge off 
winter riding. These are 
very highly recommended.

VERDICT
Subzero should shout a bit 
louder about their products, 
because they are great 
value for money.

‘Performed far beyond 
their modest price’

‘Definitely worthy of 
attention at this price’

 They perform far 

better than their 

price point suggests

 Stretch ribs and 

waffle weaves 

give a close fit

 No riding 
up, even for 
fidgety riders

 Thumb holes stop sleeves riding up while on the bike

Recommended because of their incredible value
www.oxfordproducts.com

Smart weaves in UK-manufactured base layers
www.subzero.co.uk

BEST FOR
PRICE

BEST FOR
LENGTH




