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RATED

 Would be good to
pump up the volume

a bit more

 Makes a big 
difference to
wind protection

LATEST KIT RATED

‘Cost-effective 
alternative to 
heated gloves’

Keis G201 Heated Inner Gloves
£80 (plus £30 for batteries)

www.keisapparel.com

THE CLAIM “The Keis G201 Heated
Inner Gloves are a sleek, ultra-thin 
upgrade to inner liners, finely wrapping 
each finger with carbon fibre wire for 
uniform warmth. Designed to slide under 
motorcycle or leisure gloves, they 
feature a discreet cuff battery pocket 
– perfect for winter rides, delivering
powerful heat without bulk.”

THE REALITY Keis is my go-to
brand for heated kit, but I’m sceptical 
about battery-powered glove inners: 
batteries run out, it’s extra faff, and 
aren’t glove liners delicate? During a cold 
snap I did 240 miles in five hours or so in 

the G201s, running on the USB-C 
rechargeable 3000mAh batteries 
(they’re a £30 extra; the gloves don’t 
come with them). On full power, one 
glove lasted three hours and 20 minutes 
(same time it takes to recharge). 
The other, on low heat, went for more 
than seven hours back home. 

Wedging the batteries into the zipped 
pouch on the underside of each wrist 
adds bulk and makes fitting it all inside 
a cuff tricky (the liners can also be 
powered directly from heated jacket 
sleeves). My liners are XL/XXL because 
I wear XXL gloves, but they’re a bit 
baggy so M/L would fit better. But 
they’re thin and it’s not a squeeze 
getting normal winter gloves on (I use 
Oxford ARMR Kumajis). Sports gloves 
are much harder (I like ’em tight).

The biggest problem is guessing which 
of three heat settings to use – you can’t 
access, or see, the buttons once you’re 
riding. To be fair to Keis, any solution 
would involve more cost and faff.

It takes a few minutes for the inners to 
get to full temperature and at first, in 
5°C, they aren’t noticeably hot. Then you 
realise your hands aren’t cold (partly 
down to the extra layer), and then you’re 
wondering how to turn them down 
without stopping.

I didn’t get to ride in sub-zero and 
haven’t endurance-tested the liners 
– although I still think they may struggle
with the stresses of a year’s road
testing. But for occasional cold-weather
riding the G201s are a cost-effective, if
slightly fiddly, alternative to full-size
heated gloves. SIMON HARGREAVES

HJC Smart 11B
intercom £149.99

www.oxfordproducts.com

THE CLAIM “Device is
designed for seamless 
helmet integration, providing 
riders with wireless 
communication features. 
It claims noise-reducing 
hands-free calling, 
multi‑way intercom, music 
and GPS navigation 
streaming, and compatibility 
with voice commands.”

THE REALITY The unit
fits seamlessly into the HJC 
RPHA 60, runs on Bluetooth 
5.1, has voice prompt 
functionality, a 400m range 
for the two-way intercom, 
noise control, and recharges 
in about 2.5 hours. Battery 
life is 22 hours, but expect 
just one warning before it 
dies. But there’s no MESH, 
no radio, and quiet speakers 
at speed. Does the job, but 
more volume above 40mph 
would be appreciated.

‘Proud, but not so loud’

CHARGING OPTIONS
7.4V, 3000mAh batteries recharge
via USB-C and are £30 extra
(Y-cable and big Keis battery aren’t
included either). Will also run off
Keis jacket sleeves.

WIDE PROFILE
Side-on, the battery adds a fair
bit of width at the wrist and can
make fitting under the glove, then
inside a jacket sleeve, a bit tricky.

Puig Honda CB1000
Hornet touring screen
£129.99

www.pyramidmoto.co.uk

THE CLAIM 
“Manufactured from 3mm 
high-impact acrylic, it 
improves aerodynamics and 
styling. Includes instructions 
and additional fittings that 
may be required.”

THE REALITY This
makes a huge difference to 

a Hornet’s wind protection. 
It is impressively buffet-free 
and directs windblast at 
your upper shoulders and 
helmet, keeping your core 
warmer and reducing 
fatigue. However, we’d 
recommend longer mounting 
bolts. The system mounts 
using the top yoke pinch 
bolts, but the bolts provided 
give less thread length than 
standard and can stress the 
yoke’s threads. We used 
5mm-longer items.

Transforms naked bike

Shoei X-SPR Pro £819.99
www.shoeiassured.co.uk

THE CLAIM “With approvals to
both FIM and ECE 22.06 standards, 
you know you’re in safe hands with 
the X-SPR Pro. Its lightweight AIM+ 
shell material, superior airflow 
through seven intake vents and six 
outlets, and high-quality race visor 
put the X-SPR Pro at the top. The 
fully removable interior can also be 
adjusted to suit road or race riding.”

THE REALITY The X-SPR works
well on the road, being day-long 
comfortable, stable and with great 
venting. There is a huge amount of 
interred protection, and it’s 
impressively quiet for a race 
helmet (especially when using the 
supplied chin curtain). The visor 

mechanism is excellent too, with 
quick and easy visor swapping and 
positive location.

Like most race lids, it sits quite 
high, meaning on a naked bike you 
have to actively glance down at the 
clocks. It’s not a problem on sportier 
bikes, though. The fit, finish and 
quality is as good as it gets – and 
some paint jobs (like this Wayne 
Gardner replica) are stunning. Deals 
start at £599.

‘Expensive but
so assured’

 Wayne 
Gardner rep 

paint job is 
fabulous

 Plenty ofvents to ride like Wayne and stay cool

RiDE’s highest-mileage rider tries latest heated 
inner gloves. They get a ‘warm’ reception…

 Battery charging 

via USB-C gives 

loads of options

 Cuff is impressively slim but may be a challenge with some suits


