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RATED THE RiDE PRODUCT TEST

 Shoei visor system is intuitive and very easy to use

 Visor mechanism 

is very easy to use 

and is secure

Shoei GT-Air II £449.99
graphics from £549.00

www.shoeiassured.co.uk
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Costing £449.99 in plain colours, the second generation 
of the GT-Air gives a lot of well thought-out features in a 
lid that is designed to be easy to operate. The two vents 
are big and chunky, making them very quick to both locate 
and move with a gloved hand, and the top one has a 
two-stage opening. The GT has an integrated sun visor, 
emergency removal system and is pre-prepared for a 
Sena SRL2 communication system (£220).

A pleasingly sung lid to wear with a very comfortable 
lining and provision for glasses’ arms, it is obvious on a 
ride why the Shoei is so popular. Even with a breeze at  
the back of the neck, the GT’s fit is comfortable and the 
vents extremely effective. Despite not being made of 
carbon the Shoei feels light to wear and was quiet with 
the vents both shut and open. A good, solid, all round 
performer that’s significantly quieter than the opposition.

 Drop-down sun 
visor and plenty of 

room for glasses

 Vents are very 
effective. Top one  
is two-stage

 A good-looking 
helmet but it pushes 

on the jaw and cheeks 

 Comfortable 
and packed with 
features

– High-end sports touring helmets –

THE  VERDICT
Good options for safety, low noise and comfort

NEXT MONTH...
Heated gloves in the freezer

WITH HELMETS YOU tend to 
get what you pay for and 
while there isn’t a bad helmet 
here, some are definitely 
better than others.

The Shoei GT-Air II is a 
brilliant all-rounder that is 
incredibly well thought out. 
The quietest lid on test and 
with easily accessible 
features, the GT is a great 
example of a helmet that has 
been evolved into a near-
faultless product over the 
years. If you buy one, you 
most certainly won’t be 
disappointed, and it is most 
certainly deserving of a RiDE 
Best Buy award.

The HJC RPHA 70 also gets 
a RiDE Recommended award 
due to its high level of finish 
and feeling of quality. It is 

Shoei GT-Air II 
£449.99

Still the benchmark 
helmet in terms of 

features, comfort and 
quality. A beautiful lid to 
wear and one that does 
everything asked of it.

HJC RPHA 70  
£429.99

A lid that feels incredibly 
plush to wear as well as 
looking very cool, thanks 
to its carbon weave, the 

HJC is a top-drawer 
product.

 Getting the right 
helmet is crucial 
for your riding

‘With helmets, you 
tend to get what 

you pay for’ 

pricey but you pay for a 
top-end product that was 
lovely to wear as well as 
looking the part.

We were impressed with 
the bargain-priced Scorpion 
EXO-1400 too. The carbon 
Scorpion was the lightest lid 
tested and comes with a 
good number of features. The 
EXO’s vents work well and its 
lining is lovely and plush, but 
it is significantly louder than 
the other two ahead of it and 
so just misses out on a RiDE 
triangle — an example of why 
we go to the effort of 
measuring a helmet’s sound- 
proofing performance. 
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COMFORT

COMFORT

EASE OF USE

EASE OF USE

FEATURES

VENTS

VENTS

VISOR REMOVAL

VISOR REMOVAL

NOISE

WIND NOISE

108.6dB
(vents open 109.1dB

Construction Carbon and 
carbon-glass hybrid 
SHARP Rating 3/5
Actual weight 1436g
Integrated sun visor 
Fastening system D-rings
Number of vents 2
Pinlock 
Removable lining 
Warranty 5 year
Sizes XS-XXL (3 shells)

A very stylish carbon-fibre lid that comes loaded with 
features. As well as being ready for HJC’s Smart 
communications system (£140), it has an emergency 
release system, integrated sun visor, Pinlock and 
provision for glasses’ while also boasting an excellent 
visor release mechanism. The vents are large, making 
them easy to locate and move (the top one has a two- 
stage operation) and there are also two exhaust vents. 

Nice and snug fitting with a beautiful-feeling lining, the 
lightweight HJC does push slightly on your cheek bones 
and jaw but there is ample room for glasses to slip in, 
which is excellent. The chin cover fabric flap is a bit odd 
as you need to pull it out once you insert your head but it’s 
lovely to wear. After a while, the pushing on your jaw can 
become uncomfortable, so check it fits you before you 
buy. A top-drawer crash helmet.

HJC RPHA 70 carbon £429.99
graphics from £479.99

www.oxfordproducts.com

WIND NOISE

107.2dB
(vents open 108.8dB

Construction Multi-composite 
fibre
SHARP Rating n/a
Actual weight 1561g
Integrated sun visor 
Fastening system Ratchet
Number of vents 2
Pinlock 
Removable lining 
Warranty 5 year
Sizes XS-XXL (3 shells)




