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Tested by Gareth Evans over 3000 miles 
and four trackdays
These boots have served me will 
so far this year. Together we’ve 
weathered some impressive 
weather; most notably massive 

thunderstorms, both on road and on track. I 
can confirm Richa’s claim that they’re 100% 
waterproof. At one point I found myself 
standing in the pitlane at Brands Hatch with 
water sloshing over my feet as it ran down the 
pitlane. Not a drop made it inside. 

But more than that, I love how comfy they 
are considering their rigidity, which contributes 
to their protective capabilities. Naturally they 
are CE-approved. 

There’s bracing for your calf, armour for your 
shin and both for your heel, plus removable 
toe sliders (that I’ve touched down a few times 
while working on body positioning on track) 
and an extra padded patch for shifting gear, 
which was welcome given that the quickshifter 
on my long-term test R7 needs a bit of a kick to 
operate at times. 

Despite their racy looks, they’re pretty 
flexible for use off the bike (although none of 
my riding jeans fit around them so I’ve had 
some weird looks when pulling up at work 
– but they do go over my leathers for track 
use) and they’re well ventilated too via small 
metal mesh panels in the heel and shin, which 
helped in the blazing sunshine of a trackday at 
Donington Park in June. 

I’ve sweated rather a lot into these boots 
during the year, and they still smell brand new. 
That’s presumably thanks to the breathable 
Hipora waterproof membrane. 

The soles have treaded rubber grip, which 
helps on the pegs and the ground. Plus in this 
colour scheme they match Yamaha’s 60th 
Anniversary Edition Speed Block livery my R7. 
You’ve got a choice of four other hues if this one 
doesn’t work. 

My only criticism is that they’re fairly tight 
around my calves and ankles, and while they 
remain solidly constructed to date, with lovely 
double stitching all around the boot to secure 
the leather, I’m a little concerned the fastening 

zip is getting a hard time as the fit 
means I put pressure on it to do the 
boots up. 

Also, the liner gets trapped in the zip 
fastening occasionally, and coupled 
with the force I need to get them on in 
the first place, it feels like this could 
lead to a point of failure in as the miles 
build further. 

But with that said, right now they’re 
performing flawlessly after 3000 
miles plus a string of trackdays on the 
Yamaha and I’m a happy camper. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

‘Faultless footwear 
for road and track’

Richa Blade boots £129.99

Tested by Michael Guy for four years/24,000+ miles 
The first time I used these boots in anger was 
on a trip down through Northern Spain on a 
KTM 1290 Adventure heading to the MotoGP 
race at Aragon in 2018. As a result they always 
put a smile on my face when I switch to them 

from my winter boots around April as they represent six 
months of summer riding. Over the last four years I’ve 
covered plenty of miles in them and apart from the dirt 
(who ever thought white was a good idea?) they feel as 
good now as they did when they were new. 

The fit is generous and I like the fact they are simple 
to put on and uncomplicated to do up. Unlike some other 
boots, it’s simply a short zip and a strong Velcro fastening 
on the calf. The wide opening on the boot combined with 
the fact that the zip is mounted on stretchy material means 
that no matter how hot and bothered you are, they are easy 
to get on and off. The level of protection is good especially 
around the toe, shin and heal. Plus the sole of the boot is 
stiff, which I believe is important to prevent injury. 

On the flipside they are not the most comfortable 
boots to walk any distance in, but for a short stroll they’re 
acceptable. They are not vented, which makes them hot in 
full summer conditions, but that does mean they are warm 
enough for spring and autumn.  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

‘Simple design  
and built to last’

Alpinestars SMX S Boots £199.99

Forma Ladies Eva Boots 
£149.99

Tested by Ali Silcox for eight months / 
3000 miles
I’ve been a fan of Sidi boots 
for years and have worn many 
different pairs in their range 
From sports boots through 

to touring boots, I have always found them 
hard-wearing and decent value for money –
and these are no exception. 

Specifically designed for women, the 
boot is a slim fit and I thought they would 
be uncomfortable, as the foot is narrow and 
sizing small but surprisingly, after a couple 
of wears, they’d broken in and are now 
incredibly comfortable. 

I’ve previously been a bit of a runner, no 
Paula Radcliffe I hasten to add, but this 
has resulted in very solid calf muscles, so I 
regularly find it difficult to do boots up, but 

that’s not the case here. The zip and velcro 
closure is snug but not tight and there’s a 
natty stretch panel, that runs along the side 
of the zip, when enables a little extra ‘give’ 
when zipping up. 

Made with a leather upper and Gore-Tex 
membrane, these CE approved boots are 
both waterproof and breathable, so ideal 
for year round wear. There’s a concertina 
stretch panel at the front and rear, both add 
to the comfortable fit. 

There’s protection at the ankle and heel, 
along with a gear change pad. One slight 
criticism, is the area around the gear change 
pad is incredibly firm and sometimes rubs 
the top of the my foot, which can be an 
irritation on a long journey.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.feridax.com

‘Ideal for year-round wear’
Tested by Saffron Wilson for nine  

months / 3777 miles
I’m not a big one for sporty bike 
boots, so these Forma boots ticked 
all my styling boxes. They’re very 
casual and perfect with riding jeans. 

I’ve ridden in these boots for nearly 4000 miles, 
and it was only recently that I noticed the odd 
bit of damp on my sock after getting caught in 
rainstorms. Otherwise, my feet were kept bone 
dry. I’ve topped it up with a waterproof spray and 
they work like a dream again.

The zip closure is a nice design detail and 
makes them easy to get on and off which is 
a must-have for me. Overall, they are very 
comfortable. The soft polymer padding with 
memory foam works well on and off the bike and 
the boots are made with a special footbed which 
is designed solely for women. They also feature 
TPU ankle protection, TPU Dual Flex with anti-
shock EVA midsole and are CE certified.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.formaboots.com

‘My go-to bike boots’Sidi Ladies Gavia Gore-Tex Lady Boots £229.99

+

PROS & CONS

Comfortable, waterproof and feel 
reassuringly protective

Bit tight on the calf and the lining 
can snag in the fastening zip– Take care not to snag the lining

Gareth’s 
been having 
fun on track

Duchinni Sherwood £149.99

Altberg Motorcycle Touring 
boot £269.99

‘Hot but not 
bothered’ 

‘Well worth 
every penny’

Tested by Ben Clarke for two  
months / 1000 miles
Duchinni kit never fails to impress 
me with the quality you get for 
pretty sensible prices, and these 
boots are no exception. Despite 

having a waterproof liner, they don’t leave your 
feet too hot and sweaty. I wore them on a balmy 
36-degree ride to the office during the recent 
super sunny spell without any overheating issues 
and they’re warm enough for chilly early-morning 
starts, too. There’s definitely a ‘first day of school’ 
vibe with this polished black finish but I suspect 
that’ll fade as they continue to break in. The zip 
and lace combination is perfect for me as I love 
the practicality of a zip but the look of laces. I feel 
like the heel cup will fold in eventually, though, as 
it bears the brunt of the force of pulling them on.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.thekeycollection.co.uk

Tested by Simon Relph for over three  
years / 12,000 miles
My life with these boots began 
with a trip to Altberg HQ in 
Richmond, Yorkshire where I had 
my feet measured by one of their 

technicians. From there Altberg made me a 
custom-fit pair of boots. I am very happy to say 
these are the most comfortable boots I have ever 
owned, and they have not let a drop in yet. Made 
to military specification with safety and comfort 
in mind these are top quality leather boots. If you 
are into touring where storage is at a premium, 
these boots double up for riding and walking, 
doing both jobs superbly. Well worth every penny.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.altberg.co.uk

24,000 miles 
and they’re 
going strong

ESSENTIAL KIT

WATERPROOF
RIDING
BOOTS

THE MCN SHOWCASE

Sporty, touring or retro… these 
should keep you dry and  

protected      

● Fit and 
comfort rated

● Design, construction  
and CE scores rated

● Waterproofing tested  
with all-weather riding

RATINGS
Exceptional ★★★★★ Very good ★★★★

Good ★★★  Average ★★
Poor ★

Great price and 
they match the 
R7’s livery too


