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Tested by Ali Silcox for six months, 
1500 miles
This has to be one of the 
strangest lids I’ve worn. 
It’s a flip-front, but not as 
you’d know it. The visor 

doesn’t open in the traditional sense, it 
forms part of the flip so, when the front 
of the lid is opened, the visor goes with 
it. It’s two lids for the price of one. It’s 
been dual-homologated to be worn as 
either a full-face lid or ‘Jet’-style open-
face. Like other Sharks I’ve worn, it’s 
comfy and suits my head shape.

I’ve used it on both my BMW F900XR 
and Yamaha X-Max. Initially I wasn’t so 
comfortable wearing it on the BMW, 
as it seemed rather draughty and quite 
loud. I realised that I need to ensure my 
neck tube and ear plugs are firmly in 
place. Then there’s no issue. 

I like the two-tone colourscheme 
– it’s bold without being garish. The 
‘fog-free’ visor is exactly that; it’s never 
misted up, possibly aided by the well-
placed vents. I also like the drop-down 
sun visor, which is easy to operate. 

I do find it odd, however, when I’m 
riding in full-face mode that I can’t lift 
the visor, particularly if I need a bit of air 
or to scratch my nose! I like it though.
Quality  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com
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MONTHS

The Evojet is two lids in 
one, reckons our Alison

‘A flip-front, but not 
as you’d know it’

Tested by Emma Franklin for six months
The OptiMate Lithium 4s 
optimiser is a charger, conditioner 
and maintainer that now sits 
permanently connected to my 
2020 Honda Fireblade. In short, it’s 

an essential purchase for any bike fitted with a 
LiFePO4 battery. It’s really easy to use too, with 
no switches or buttons – just plug 
and play using the included 
weatherproof permanent 
cable (it also comes with 
crocodile connectors). 

My bike’s battery had been 
quite seriously discharged at one 
point, but the OptiMate managed to 
bring it back from the brink and keep it healthy. 
It’s priced at the budget end for chargers of this 
type, but I can’t see why you’d shell out any more 
on something else when this charger does the lot.  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.optimate.co.uk 

SIX 
MONTHS

Shark Evojet £279.99

OptiMate Lithium 4s  
0.8A optimiser £62.99

+

PROS & CONS

Comfortable and  
well-priced

Draughty and loud 
without earplugs–

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Gareth Evans for six months
I’ve been hugely impressed with this 
labour-saving fluid from AmmoPro. After 
a rear puncture on the Interceptor 650 
in September I had the rear wheel off, so 
decided to give the chain and 
sprocket a spruce. It’s so simple – 
just spray on, leave for five minutes 
and the muck slides off. Agitate with 
a brush and it’s nearly perfect, with 
the remaining residue wiped away. 
You get a wine bottle’s-worth in your 
order and the atomiser nozzle can 
be adjusted for a varying diameter of 
spray. It’s brilliant.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.ammoprobike.co.uk

AmmoPro .243  
degreaser £10.50

‘It brought my 
bike’s battery  
back from brink’

Shark Explore R 
£359.99
It’s a great fit, there’s low 
wind noise and it gives me 
the flexibility to wear a 
visor or goggles. 
William Gibb, Kircaldy

Arai Tour-X4 
£499.99
Not the lightest, but feels 
solid. The wide aperture 
allows for googles, and 
ventilation is fantastic. 
Mark Water, Cambodia

Schuberth E1 
£499.99
It’s comfy and fits my 
head,and is quiet with 
reasonable ventilation. I 
love the flip front design.
Matt Crane, Truro

Shoei Hornet 
£449.99
Top quality and comfort is 
excellent. The peak 
doesn’t catch the wind, as 
you might think.
Simon Tillet, North Lincs

NEXX Wed 2 £329.99
My NEXX lid is the only one I could find that has 
both an integrated sun visor and is compatible 
with goggles, but it’s a little on the heavy side.
Heather Sinclair, London

ADV LIDS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Richard Newland for six 
months, 5500 miles
Using a phone in 
connection with your bike 
is becoming increasingly 
popular, and while many 

will link via Bluetooth, if you want the 
Apple CarPlay functionality on 

the Africa Twin you need a cable 
connection to the dash – but Honda 
offer nowhere to put your phone! 

Step in the SP Connect phone 
mount. The package includes 

phone case, rain cover, and 
adjustable CNC’d ally ’bar mount with 

stainless fittings. The case and mount 
are superb quality (the rain cover’s not 
quite in the same league), and the huge 
range of adjustment means you can get it 
exactly where you want it on the ’bars. 

The rapid twist-mount system allows 
landscape or portrait mounting, and it’s 
a simple twist to fit and remove. Therein 
lies the only real downside – there’s no 
lock tab or pin on the mount, meaning you 
can accidentally rotate the phone off the 
mount. Unlikely, but doable. I leave my 
phone in the case at all times as it’s slim, 
tactile and smooth, and allows access 
to all buttons and ports – and when I’m 
ready to ride I just plug in and go.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.nippynormans.com

‘A simple twist 
to fit and use’

SIX 
MONTHS

SP Connect Phone 
Mount £69

Richa Extreme 2 £144.99

Needs a lock tab 
or pin, then it’d be 
perfect, says Rich

Tested by Martin Fitz-Gibbons  
for 1600 miles
On paper, this looks like 
the perfect sports-touring 
suit. It’s made from a mix 
of textile and leather – 

primarily nylon, with cowhide panels 
– plus a laminated waterproof Gore-
Tex membrane. Removable thermal 
linings and zipped vents mean it good 
for warmer rides too. Fit is perfect, while 
neoprene wrist and ankle cuffs give a 
good seal with gloves and boots.

Armour’s a mixed bag, with Level 2 
at shoulders, elbows and knees; Level 
1 at hips; and no back protector, just a 
pocket. Both items get just an entry-
level ‘A’ rating in CE testing, which 
doesn’t quite match up with Dainese’s 
‘two-piece textile race suit’ boast. The 
trousers lack pockets (despite the 
brochure claiming they have two) and 
a fabric loop holding one brace on has 
come unstitched.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   
www.dainese.com

‘Dry, comfy, but not perfect’

4 
MONTHS

Tested by Mike Armitage for six months, 
1000 miles
These Richas are made with cow 
and goat leather, and use D3O 
armour. Fabric on the 
backs of the fingers, 

a soft lining and something called 
Gore-Tex X-Trafit mean they’re 
comfy, don’t let the weather in 
and are warm during Autumn 
chills, without sacrificing feel. 

There’s a visor wipe on the 
forefinger too, plus long cuffs for tucking snugly 
inside sleeves. Several months in and they’ve 
been faultless. It’s impossible to say how they’ll 
stand-up in the long term; however, I had the 
previous Extreme model and they resisted many 
years of neglect, so I’ve every confidence in them.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com

‘Worth investing in’

1000 
MILES

Dainese Sport Master £649.99 
(jacket), £449.95 (trousers)


