
‘When it comes to value 
for money plus quality, 
it beats everything’
 Nitron NTR R3 shock £816

Tested by Matt Wildee

Time tested 18 

months/4000 miles

What’s good? For the 

cash, very nearly everything. 

Nitron shocks are high-end items 

custom-built in the UK, yet when 

it comes to value for money plus 

quality they still beat everything 

else. Nitron’s shock bodies 

are hard-anodised ally and are 

available in a variety of levels 

of complexity and adjustability. 

Mine has the third out of four 

levels of adjustability and has 

adjustable shock length, preload, 

rebound and high and low-speed 

compression 

damping. 

I’ve used 

the shock on 

both the road and 

track and it gives a 

glorious combination 

of support under load 

and sublime ride quality 

– and it does this for less than 

most rival brands. It’s very, very 

good. The range of adjustability 

is great, as is the fact 

that you get big adjuster 

knobs which you can turn 

by hand, a lovely preload 

spanner and a handbook 

with a troubleshooting 

guide to set-up. 

What’s not? Nothing has 

gone wrong – although I 

have noticed that the 

preload has backed 

itself off slightly. 

There’s no locking 

ring or grub screw 

holding the adjuster and 

apparently over time they 

can unwind.    

Contact www.nitron.co.uk

Quality +�+�+�+�+
Value +�+�+�+�+

Alpinestars Braap pants £85.99  Jersey £25.99 
and Radar Tracker MX gloves £21.99

Tester Michael Guy

Time tested Three months/

260 miles

What’s good? Most MX 

gear is more about looking and keeping 

cool than actual protection, which 

is generally achieved by the array 

of under armour available. The 

latest offering from Alpinestars is 

focused on comfort and it certainly 

delivers. I used this kit for the KTM 

fuel-injected two-stroke model 

launch at Erzberg, the location 

of the famous extreme 

enduro, and the comfort and 

cooling properties were the 

top of my wish list. With 

pre-curved legs, stretch 

panels and air vents they 

are incredibly comfortable. 

The same can be said for 

the gloves, which are also 

pre-curved, fit superbly and 

give great rider feel thanks to 

the single layer Clarino palm.

SW Motech Drybag 350 
£64.99

TCX Spoke waterproof boots £119.99

Tester Richard Newland

Time tested One 

month/2600 miles

What’s good? Faced with 

an eight-day tour of Norway, I only had 

one option in mind: this SW Motech 

Drybag 350 (35 litres). The 350 lived 

on the pillion seat in everything from 

30-degree heat to white-out snow 

storms and rain. Not only did it keep 

every bit of weather away from its 

contents, but it’s a lovely thing to use. 

What’s not? Nothing, so far. 

Contact www.sw-motech.com 

Quality +�+�+�+�+

Value +�+�+�+�+

Tester Oli 

Rushby

Time 

tested Four 

months/4000 miles 

What’s good? These 

are among the most 

comfortable boots I’ve worn. 

I’ll happily keep them on for 

the day once I’ve arrived 

somewhere if I can’t fit 

a change of shoes in my 

luggage. In fact, in three 

days traipsing around 

Silverstone for the Formula 

1, they were perfectly 

comfortable as they are quite 

lightweight and easy to move around 

in. They’re easy to put on and take off 

thanks to the Velcro straps and they 

look quite neat for a touring boot. I’m 

not great at getting round to cleaning 

my kit, but they still look quite new so 

have taken the abuse of daily riding in 

all conditions well. 

What’s not? I’ve had a few issues with 
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What’s not? There’s virtually no 

protection. They’re also a bit costly.

Contact www.alpinestars.com

Quality +�+�+�+�+

Value +�+�+�+�+

+

-

Great value, impressive 

performance, ace finish

Lack of locking ring for the 

preload is an oversight

the waterproof-ness of these boots. 

While the Spokes can handle a bit of 

light rain, as soon as things get heavy 

the waterproof lining seems to give up. 

Contact www.nevis.uk.com

Quality +�+�+�+�+ 

Value +�+�+�+�+
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both the road and 

track and it gives a 

glorious combination 

of support under load 

and sublime ride quality 

– and it does this for less than 

most rival brands. It’s very, very 

good. The range of adjustability 

Contact www.nitron.co.uk

Quality +�+�+�+�+
Value+�+�+�+�+

Great value, impressive 

performance, ace finish

Lack of locking ring for the 

preload is an oversight

Value +�+�+�+�+
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an eight-day tour of Norway, I only had 

one option in mind: this SW Motech 

Drybag 350 (35 litres). The 350 lived 

on the pillion seat in everything from 

30-degree heat to white-out snow 

contents, but it’s a lovely thing to use. 

What’s not?
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comfortable boots I’ve worn. 

comfortable as they are quite 

lightweight and easy to move around 

Value 

gear is more about looking and keeping Value +�+�+�+�+
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Matt’s tested Nitron NTR 

R3 shocks on his R1 and 

the BMW R nineT
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