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ESSENTIAL KIT

Locked up and 
ready to sound 
the alarm

THE MCN SHOWCASE

ESSENTIAL
BIKE 

SECURITY
MCN staffers test the latest

motorcycle locks 
and trackers

 
l Ease of use 

assessed
l Design, construction 
and peace of mind rated
l Tested for between 
six months and more 

than two years

18
months

ON TEST

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

READ OUR LATEST IN-DEPTH KIT REVIEWS
Go online now: www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-kit

2 years, 
6 months

ON TEST

10 
months

ON TEST

BikeTrac £299 
plus fitting and 
subscription 

Squire Defiant 
Disc Lock £199.99

Tested by 
Michael Guy 
for two years, 
six months
Knowing where 

your bike is 24 hours a day is a nice 
feeling. This tracker is wired into 
your bike and linked to an app on 
your phone. It alerts you if your 
bike is moved, and within seconds 
you are contacted by an actual 
person checking if you’ve moved it 
without turning on the ignition, or 
if something sinister has occurred. 
If it has, police are called and your 
bike is tracked. It’s not cheap, but 
nor is buying a new bike 
or higher insurance 
premiums.

Tested by 
Justin Hayzelden 
for 10 months
Just holding the Sold 
Secure Diamond-rated 

Defiant in your hand, you can tell it’s 
a serious bit of kit.

Weighing 1.1kg, its hardened steel 
body is infused with tungsten carbide, 
and having watched the guys from 
Squire subject one to a sustained 
angle grinder attack, I can say it’s a 
tough nut to crack. The sparks flew 
for 50 seconds before the cutting 
disc was worn out, and 
the lock, though 
damaged, was 
still fastened. 
It’s expensive, 
but effective.

MCN rating  
 

biketrac.co.uk

MCN rating  
 

www.squirelocks.co.uk

‘The ultimate 
peace of mind’

‘As tough as 
disc locks come’

8 
months

ON TEST

6 
months

ON TEST

Locked down, 
your bike’s 
going nowhere

Perfect for 
peace of mind

Still like new – two years later

Oxford Loop 
Lock 15 £24.99

Squire Himalaya and Colossus £475

LiteLok X3 Moto 
£249.99

Tested by 
Joseph Wright 
for eight months
With more than 15,000 
motorcycles stolen in 

the UK last year, serious security is 
no longer optional. Moving to a house 
with a more exposed garage pushed 
me to upgrade, so I went for one of 
the toughest combos money can buy 
– the Squire Himalaya GA6 ground 
anchor and Colossus lock and chain.

Weighing more than 16kg, the 
Colossus feels every bit as 
indestructible as it looks. Made from 
19mm hardened alloy steel, it’s so 
hefty it needs two hands to lift.

Installing the Himalaya is no small 
task either: drilling, aligning and 
crushing ball bearings takes time, 
but once fitted, it’s solid.

Visually, it’s as intimidating as it is 
effective. It looks like it belongs in a 
high-security facility rather than a 

garage, and that’s the point. Nothing 
short of heavy-duty tools and serious 
determination would shift it.

At £475 it’s a serious investment, 
but it buys immense peace of 
mind. Heavy, fiddly, but utterly 
confidence‑inspiring, the Squire 
Himalaya and Colossus combination 
is as close to bulletproof as bike 
security gets.

Tested by 
Ben Clarke 
for two years
I first reviewed this 
premium D-lock a year 

ago, at which point I was seriously 
impressed by its heft and build 
quality. Now, after another 12 
months of constant use in all 
weathers and thousands of miles 
spent bouncing around inside a hard 
pannier, I’m blown away.

If I didn’t know better, you 
could convince me this X3 is 
fresh off the production 
line. Despite my complete 
lack of care – I never use 
the neoprene carry case 
– every inch of rubberised 
coating is entirely unblemished.

The lock still operates more 
smoothly than a block of basted 
butter, and the rubber gaiter that 
protects the keyhole is still supple 
and intact despite thousands of 
key insertions and being subjected 
to both sub-zero lows as well as 

peak summer highs of temperature.
I haven’t attacked mine with an 

angle grinder but a quick search on 
YouTube proves the LiteLok’s mettle 
in that regard. It would take a very 
determined thief with several fresh 
grinder discs and batteries to cut 

it off your bike.
The only drawbacks are 
the price (£249.99) and the 
weight (2.1kg, weighed) 
but  neither is enough to 
overshadow its brilliance.

For context, the most 
obvious competitor to the 

LiteLok X3 Moto is the Hiplok 
DX1000 which is also an angle 
grinder-resistant D-lock but is more 
expensive (£299.99) and heavier 
(2.6kg, claimed). Who said you can’t 
put a price on peace of mind?

Tested by 
Carl Stevens 
for six months
I never travel 
anywhere on two 

wheels without a lock to keep things 
safe, and the Oxford Loop Lock 15 
set-up has very quickly become my 
go-to for when I’m short on space 
– or to work alongside a disc lock 
if I’m heading further afield.

This is thanks to the fact that 
not only is there a sturdy 40mm 
laminated padlock that is robust 
for its size and weight, but the 
high‑tensile steel cables (which are 
self-coiling) are incredibly effective 
and long enough – at a couple of 
meters – to easily secure your 
machine to sturdy fixings.

Thanks to the plastic coating, 
the cables don’t damage your 
motorcycle either, being soft enough 
to sit alongside everything from 

plastics and fairings to carbon rims.
In a rush, the lock is also usable 

as a standalone disc lock, and the 
compact nature means they can 
be taken anywhere – even in a 
smaller rucksack.

For peace of mind, the Loop 
Lock 15 ticks all the right boxes and 

comes in at an incredibly reasonable 
price. Plus, there’s an easy key 
replacement service, where you 
can note down the number on the 
key tag and get another made if you 
happen to misplace it.

MCN rating  
www.squirelocks.co.uk

MCN rating  
www.litelok.com

‘Colossus by name, colossal by nature’

‘It has blown 
me away’

‘Light work’

MCN rating 
www.oxfordlocks.co.uk

Two 
years 
ON TEST

‘Scuffed but still going strong’
Oxford Alpha XA14 alarm disc lock £89.99

Tested by 
Dan Sutherland 
for 18 months
I use this Oxford Alpha 
XA14 alarmed disc 

lock every day. It sits on the discs of 
bikes in my garage overnight and 
slips into the front pocket of any of 
my rucksacks to then be applied 
wherever I stop – be that the office, 
a bike meet, the local café, or even 
the supermarket.

As you can see from the photos, 
it’s had a hard life – it’s been 
subjected to around 18 months of 
use in all conditions including full 
days in the rain outside work, as well 
as endless accidental drops when 
removing it from brake discs.

Despite the paint scuffs, I’ve never 
once had to charge the battery, and 
the key has never got stuck in the 
mechanism. I mainly use it on my 

Yamaha R9 long-termer’s 320mm 
front rotors but have had no issue 
applying it to a wide range of both 
personal and test machines during 
our time together.

Featuring a forged stainless steel 
construction, the Alpha feels like it 
could take a hefty whack without 
falling apart – aided further by a 
14mm locking pin. I feel more 
confident parking my bike knowing 
that it’s attached – especially 
when you also consider the 110dB 
motion‑activated siren, which kicks 
in following a few warning bleeps 
when tampered with.

This lock may only be small, 
but when that alarm goes off, you 
certainly know about it. The Alpha 
kicks out an uncomfortably loud 
high-pitched note that would likely 
deter many crims from going any 
further in their theft attempt.

The siren is activated when locking 
with the key. Lock it with a single 
‘bleep’ and the system is primed. 
A lock with two bleeps means the 
siren won’t go off.

I always lock mine with the alarm 
primed, but that’s also meant a 
couple of annoying activations in 
the garage when I’ve caught the 
bike’s front wheel or handlebar 
when sliding past.

Oxford also supply an elasticated 
warning cord to attach to the lock 
and your bars to stop you riding off 
with it still in place. I personally 
don’t tend to use this, to help save 
a little extra space in my bag, and 
I cross my fingers that I’ll never 
forget to remove the lock!

I have also, rather foolishly, locked 
the mechanism and put the Alpha in 
my bag for a journey, only for the 
alarm to start going off moments Scuffed paint is proof of a hard life

No issues fitting it to any size rotor

+

PROS & CONS

Sturdy protection, clean 
locking mechanism

External paint lost 
easily in a drop–

MCN rating 
www.oxfordproducts.com

later down the high street. Make sure 
you don’t do this.

Although retailing for £89.99, some 
vendors such as Sportsbikeshop have 
it listed for £49.95, which I think is 
cracking value for money.

Not only tough, but it also meets 
the Sold Secure Gold standard for 
security and is available in a choice 
of yellow or black. The USB cable 
to recharge the device is included 
in the box, too.


