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Tester Michael Neeves

Time used Nine months/5000 miles

What’s good? Ten years ago I 

crashed at Snetterton and bumped up a ribbed 

kerb then slid backwards on my front. The chest 

protector I was wearing at the time took the 

brunt of the impact. After that, if I ride without 

a chest protector I feel as vulnerable as I do 

when I’m not wearing a back protector. This 

new Alpinestars chest protector is made from 

a rubbery plastic that moulds to my body shape 

once it gets warm so it’s very comfortable, and 

it’s well-vented so I don’t overheat in the summer 

either. And just like that chest protector did 10 

years ago, this one has already saved me in a big, 

tumbling track crash — all for just 45 quid.  

What’s not? The chest protector doesn’t 

have much bend until it’s warmed-up, so it’s 

uncomfortable to wear for the first couple of 

minutes. 

Contact www.alpinestars.com

Quality rating ★★★★★ 

Value rating ★★★★★ 

Tester James Archibald

Time tested Two 

months/2800 miles

What’s good? I’ve always used 

cheap, basic layers bought from a 

hiking shop to keep me warm on my 

weekly commute from Peterborough 

to Devon, and thought I could get 

away with using them indefinitely. 

But these thermal layers from Oxford 

have turned that idea on its head. 

They were a revelation, keeping my 

core and legs warm and making 

rides through the cold more bearable 

and more importantly safer as my 

concentration stays sharper for longer. 

They have highlighted the importance 

of layering properly and I wouldn’t be 

without them now. On occasion, when 

combined with the thermal layer in my 

jacket, I can get too warm but that’s 

definitely not a bad thing as I can simply 

change my top and continue riding in 

comfort.

What’s not? They’re simple and 

functional and do their job perfectly. I 

can’t fault them.

Contact www.oxfordproducts.com

Quality rating ★★★★★ 

Value rating ★★★★★ 

Tester Simon Brown

Time tested Three months/2500 miles

What’s good? Products with desirable names 

attached often cost more than they are really worth – 

so these shortie gloves bearing both the ‘Ducati’ and ‘Scrambler’ 

brands are a refreshing change. I tried several different types 

of shortie glove over the last year and these, which are made 

for Ducati by Spidi, were my favourite. There’s decent Velcro 

adjustment on the closure, so they fasten securely and there is 

extra material on the palm and side of the hand. Plus, there are 

perforations to allow some air through on the sort of warm days 

gloves like this are reserved for. The leather was good and supple 

right from the start, too, and they have worn well.

What’s not? By their very nature, short gloves 

can’t offer the same level of crash protection 

as full-length items. In fact, there’s a 

complete absence of 

the carbon/plastic 

knuckle and wrist 

armour seen on 

many modern 

gloves. They’re 

not the sort of gear 

you’d pick for spirited 

riding or long-distance 

motorway jaunts.

Contact www.scrambler

ducati.com

Quality rating ★★★★★

Value rating ★★★★★

Alpinestars Nucleon KR-CiR 
chest protector £44.99

Oxford Warm Dry top (£29.99) 
and trousers (£29.99)

Ducati Scrambler gloves £45
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kerb then slid backwards on my front. The chest 

it’s well-vented so I don’t overheat in the summer 

years ago, this one has already saved me in a big, 

Pair of tickets to giveaway for funny 
and informative evening with

Steve Parrish, £40
You can enjoy the life and times of Steve, aka 

Stavros, as he talks you through the colourful, 

humorous and at times daring highlights of 

his successful career. Steve 

raced throughout the 70s at 

the highest level becoming 

British champion in 1976 

and finishing fifth in the 1977 

500cc world championship. 

He’s then gone on to have a 

great career in TV.

Enter until: February 29

On Any Sunday 
DVDs, £12.99

Originally released in 

1971 this motorcycle 

documentary starring 

Steve McQueen has 

been updated to include 

Travis Pastrana, Robbie 

Maddison, Marc Marquez 

and Dani Pedrosa. We 

have 20 to give away.

Enter until: February 29

Sportsbikeshop gift voucher, £50
Sportsbikeshop are the UK’s number one online 

retailer of motorcycle helmets, clothing, parts and 

accessories with more than 

18,000 products in stock, 

from over 100 brands. 

Plus, if you find anything 

cheaper elsewhere, they’ll 

match the price. 

Enter until: January 31

Ridersmate, £179
Ridersmate gets 

emergency assistance 

to you if you crash and 

also allows you to track 

and share routes with 

your friends. Hide it 

somewhere on your bike 

when parked up and it’ll 

give peace of mind as a 

theft-tracker device.

Enter until: March 31

WIN
Want to get your hands on some top biking goodies 

for free? It’s easy, register and enter now at 

winit.motorcyclenews.com

BIKING 
GOODIES

2800
MILES

5000
MILES

www.motorcyclenews.com

Call 0208 337 1917 or Order online 
Visit www.alllamps.co.uk

Introducing LUMILUX
LED headlight replacements for Motor 

Cycle and Car The brightest available today Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. *Based on an average customer saving of £243. Saving 
compared to buying two separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 48 year old male with 7 years NCB, riding a Honda 
900RR Fireblade and a BMW R1200 GS. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England 
and Wales no. 2600841.

0800 093 5577
You can only get this offer by calling

Save up to £243 with a Multi-Bike 
policy through Carole Nash*

If you ride more than one bike, you could save money!*

Based on reviews from 
July 2015 Ð December 2015

of customers 

would recommend 

Carole Nash96
2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCEcarolenash.com /insidebikes.com @insidebikes
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www.carbtune.com

CARBTUNE PRO
Carb and fuel injection throttle balancer.
��	s test scored the new Carbtune highest, the most accurate multi-
gauge device and the only tool “Recommended”.
Buy direct online or by mail, phone, fax or email.
Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up.

Full instructions and guarantee, Nitrile hoses and stronger dampers. 
5mm and 6mm adapters to fi t virtually any bike.
4-column works on twins, triples and fours.

2-column – £45

4-column – £59
Quality storage TOOLPOUCH £7 if bought with Carbtune Pro. 
Visit website for details.
Pay with credit or debit card or cheques/PO payable to:

Morgan Carbtune Ltd, Unit 33N Townsend Enterprise Park,
Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES, UK.

Tel: 028 9023 9007 Fax: 028 9024 7294

Email: morgan@carbtune.com
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Protective 

bike gear - 

textiles, leathers 

& gloves

www.max-mph.com


