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‘ If you’re planning an 
adventure, it’s ideal’
Shoei Hornet ADV – Navigate TC6 £529.99

Tested by Jordan 

Gibbons

Time tested Six 

months

What’s good? Like all Shoei 

helmets, the build quality is 

outstanding. Everything clicks 

and snaps into place like it should 

and the vents are easy to operate 

while riding. The visor is simple 

to change too and nothing in 

that mechanism feels like it will 

collapse in a few months’ time. 

Out on the road the Hornet is very 

quiet for an ADV helmet and even 

with the peak, there’s no real 

noise or buffeting at motorway 

speeds. If you’re keen to get 

off-road when it’s a bit warm, 

you can just flip the visor up on 

the Hornet and drop in a pair of 

goggles, without actually taking 

the visor off. There’s ample 

padding inside and I’ve had a few 

eight-hour stints in the saddle 

without any discomfort, which 

is what this helmet is ideal for. If 

you’re planning a long adventure 

tour, with a mix of riding, then the 

Hornet ADV would be ideal.

What’s not? Even with the little 

nose piece in and a pinlock, the 

visor does fog up at the bottom 

edge. Opening all the vents up 

helps a little, but the helmet 

doesn’t get as much airflow as 

a similar road helmet. It’s that 

same lack of airflow that means 

it struggled to keep me cool while 

darting about in the sand and 

40-degree heat of the Moroccan 

desert, but for that a dedicated off-

road lid would be better.

Contact www.shoei-europe.com

Quality +�+�+�+�+
Value +�+�+�+�+

AlcoSense Pro Fuel Cell Breathalyser £149.99
Tester Simon Relph

Time tested Six months

What’s good? 

I think it’s fair 

to say that we all avoid 

drinking and driving like 

the plague, but you may 

have done it unwittingly, 

by driving the morning 

after a big night out 

drinking. This can be 

avoided with a simple 

breath test using the 

AlcoSense Pro, so you 

definitely know. When 

riding in France it is 

necessary to carry two 

disposable breathalysers, 

even though currently 

there is no fine attached if 

you don’t have them. With 

different legal alcohol 

limits in different countries 

it is possible to set the 

AlcoSense Pro to the 

country you are in. The 

Tucano Urbano 
Swift £69.99

Shark Spartan Carbon Cliff helmet £389.99

Tester Liam 

Marsden

Time tested Eight 

months/3000 miles

What’s good? These have been my 

go-to gloves since I started using them 

at the end of 2016. The fleece lining is 

extremely comfortable and keeps my 

hands warm on all but the coldest of 

rides and the wrist is just about long 

enough to fit under the sleeves of my 

jacket. And they even work on smart 

phone touch screens, which I only 

discovered a week ago.

What’s not? 

They could do 

with a bit more 

insulation for 

winter. Visor 

wipe is poor.

Contact: 

tucanourbano.

com

Quality +�+�+�+�+

Value +�+�+�+�+

Tester Andy Calton

Time tested Six months/ 

2000 miles

What’s good? The fit 

immediately felt good – even for a 

speccy rider like myself! The cooling 

system works well and you can really 

feel the breeze when the top vent 

is opened. Shark claim this is down 

to the ‘double spoiler which creates 

an aerodynamic trail.’ Whatever, it 

certainly works.

I like internal sun visors and the 

Spartan’s works well – filling the 

visor void neatly – and is easy to 

operate. The anti-scratch visor is 

really easy to take off and on and 

a Pinlock insert is included in the 

reasonable price and works well. 

For a mid-priced(ish) carbon-fibre 

lid, it looks great and works well, 

is light enough and is really very 

comfortable.

What’s not? The visor doesn’t click 

into place with a reassuring ‘thunk’ 

so sometimes it’s hard to tell if it’s 
Relphy’s morning now involves 

a breathalyser with his muesli
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AlcoSense Pro can be used over and 

over again, it can also estimate time 

until sober, this can be re-

tested in the morning if 

you want to make sure.  I 

found it would estimate 

a longer period before I 

would be able to drive, 

the re-test would show 

clear an hour or two 

earlier than predicted. 

A real licence saver.

What’s not? The 

cost, but when 

you look at what 

is at stake, it’s 

worth every penny.

Contact: www.

alcosense.co.uk

Quality 

+�+�+�+�+

Value 

+�+�+�+�+

Rugged facial hair, 

an adventure lid, the 

urban woodsman is 

set for his travels

discovered a week ago.

+

Flip the visor up and out of the way 

and you can drop in a pair of goggles

The Hornet’s fit and finish are 

excellent, but fogging is an issue

+

-

Very comfortable on long- 

distance journeys

The visor can fog, even with 

a pinlock fitted

Under £400 

for a carbon lid 

is good value 

for money

fully closed or not and lots of gloved-

handed fumbling often ensues. 

Contact: www.shark-helmets.com

Quality +�+�+�+�+

Value +�+�+�+�+


