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So lightweight, stable and quiet, Emma has to double-check she’s wearing it

Tester: Andy Davidson

Time tested: Four months/2000 miles

What’s good? The Red Rock boots are 

lightweight summer riding boots that also 

double up as everyday footwear. I can ride to see my 

mates and go out in these without changing. They don’t 

look like bike boots, are casual and have a distressed 

look, which I like. They’re full-grain leather, waterproof 

and breathable, and have a anti-slip rubber sole.

What’s not? It’s a shame they don’t offer more 

protection, especially for the ankle. If they came up a bit 

higher they would be the perfect summer boot. 

Contact: www.dpc-distribution.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Michael Neeves

Time used: Two months

What’s good? Designed to protect front 

brake and clutch levers from being 

jammed on when bikes and riders collide in racing. 

On the brake side, they’re compulsory in national and 

world championship road racing, but they’re a good 

idea for club racing and trackdays, too. I slipped off at 

Snetterton and they protected the brake lever from 

damage, as well as the throttle tube and grip. 

What’s not? They’re a bit expensive, but if you are in a 

collision or crash you’ll be glad you fitted them.  

Contact: www.rizoma.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Andy Downes

Time used: One year

What’s good? For something so cheap the 

results from this sponge are really good. 

Once wet, it slices through even the most stubborn of 

splattered flies to leave a clean visor without scratching 

it. All you need once this sponge has done the job is a 

clean cloth to give the visor a wipe over for a clear view 

of the road ahead. Once crusted with flies all it takes is a 

quick rinse and it’s fighting fit again. It’s survived a year 

of use and shows no sign of wear yet.

What’s not? There simply aren’t any downsides.

Contact: www.shift-it.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

A lovely lid but colour 
cost leaves a blue mood 

Tester: Emma Franklin

Time tested: Four months/2000 miles

What’s good? This all-new sports/road helmet from 

Shoei has seriously impressed me. I’ve been wearing 

Shoei race helmets, on road and track, for almost all 

of my eight years as a rider and although I’ve tried 

other makes and models I’ve always gone back to 

the flagship racy Shoeis. I just love their fit, weight 

and stability; I thought nothing else would ever 

turn my head. But from the first time I pushed 

my noggin into the NXR, which is a sporty road 

helmet, I knew it was something special. The 

redesigned shell looks physically very small and 

the helmet itself is possibly the lightest I’ve ever 

felt. The removable 3D comfort lining, fitted with 

Shoei’s EQRS emergency release system (which 

allows medics to safely remove the helmet in case 

of emergency), feels super-plush and squeezes my 

cheeks perfectly. The visor aperture is also super-

wide and combined with the NXR’s low weight makes 

me feel as though I’m not wearing a helmet 

at all! The big, flat vents are really easy to 

use and very effective. Also, after years 

of wearing noisy race lids, I’m blown 

away by how quiet the NXR is. It’s easily 

the best lid I’ve ever worn. It comes 

complete with a Pinlock anti-mist visor 

insert, breath guard and chin curtain.

What’s not? I’m not really a fan of any of 

the colourschemes on offer and they cost 

£90 more than the plain designs. If you 

want the Marquez paintscheme like I’ve got 

it’s an extra £100 –  and that’s steep! 

Contact: www.shoeiassured.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★ 

Value rating: ★★★★★

Shoei NXR helmet 
£389.99-£489.99

                   GARAGEOUR KIT

QUICK
BUYING 
ADVICE

1 
Get it fitted

It’s always best 

get a lid fitted at a 

dealer. Sizing varies 

by brand and it gives 

the dealer a chance 

to make sure the 

helmet works for 

your head shape. 

Some online retailers 

do free returns, but 

it’ll take longer to get 

the right lid for you.

2 
Squeeze in

Try on a lid that’s 

a size smaller 

than you think you 

wear. Often people 

wear a size too big 

because it feels 

comfy. Signs that 

it’s too big include 

limited vision 

because the lid sits 

too far down your 

forehead.

3 
Visors down

Think about 

a sun visor, as 

a dropdown one 

inside the lid can 

be really handy 

and save the outlay 

of an additional 

dark visor (which, 

strictly speaking 

is illegal anyway). 

Internal visors are 

particularly useful 

for commuting.

4 
Added extras

Look in the 

box for any 

additional elements. 

Often there’s stuff like 

a Pinlock anti-mist 

insert, breathguard, 

chin curtain, spare 

screws or lubrication 

for the visor seal, all 

of which are well 

worth keeping safe.

5 
Old but good

If it isn’t totally 

knackered, keep 

your old lid. Clean it 

outside and in (use 

baby shampoo to 

clean the liner and 

then let it dry) and 

store it in the helmet 

bag. You never know 

when it will come in 

useful.
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Shift-It Grime Buster sponge, £3.25Rizoma Proguard lever protectors, £85

Big, flat vents on the brow 

and chin are easy to use on 

the move and very effective

The all-new shell 

has been sculpt-

ed for improved 

aerodynamics 

which contrib-

ute to stability 

and quietness

Shoei EQRS system is bril-

liant – the medics pull the 

tabs indicated by the stick-

ers on either side of the 

shell and the inner lining 

just pulls out, allowing the 

shell to be safely removed

HELMETS

Stylmartin Red Rock boots, £169

GET 

YOURS AT


