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ESSENTIAL KIT

Keep your essentials close to hand with the 
quick, convenient storage of a tankbag

With a main compartment that expands from 
14 to a whopping 24 litres, the Kappa gives 
a huge amount of carrying capacity for the 
money. There’s a clear map pocket on top, 
plus a waterproof cover you’ll need to stop 
and fit the second it begins to rain, given that 
the zips are completely uncovered. Rucksack 
straps are a handy feature, though aren’t the 
most comfortable to lug around all day given 
they lack any shoulder padding. Feels solid 
on the bike thanks to its anti-slip rubber base, 
a headstock safety strap, and four strong 
magnets that need a hefty 14kg of force before 
they let go of a fuel tank. Very impressive and 
great value, if lacking a few final touches of 
finesse compared to the Givi.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.kappamoto.com

Fixed 15-litre volume supplemented by two 
side pockets and a map/GPS pocket on top with 
its own sunshield. Sits pleasingly low on a bike 
and doesn’t get in the way at all. Constructed 
from 420D nylon and comes with a waterproof 
inner bag for the main compartment, rather 
than an external rain cover. It’s needed too 
– despite claims that the zips are ‘water-
resistant’, in our hose test water leaked into 
both side pockets, the main section and the 
key pocket, although the GPS pocket kept dry. 
Pleasing touches include metal zip ends, an 
electrical power-lead port, a headstock safety 
strap and the ability to zip the bag off the base, 
revealing a second map holder. Part of Oxford’s 
Lifetime Luggage range, which means it 
comes with a lifetime guarantee against faulty 
materials or manufacture.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.oxfordproducts.com

Immediately strikes you as feeling like a 
well-thought out and nicely detailed product. 
Enormously expandable, practically doubling 
in size up to a cavernous 25 litres. A solid 
plastic brace helps the main compartment to 
keep its shape, while on the outside there are 
two decent-sized side pockets and a large, 
clear map pocket on top. All the zips hide 
behind water-resistant covers, and the tags 
benefit from natty hi-vis cords with plastic 
loops on the end to help grab a hold when 
wearing gloves. A small pocket at the front 
contains an elasticated waterproof cover, 
which is large enough to cover the bag even 
when extended to its full towering height 
and proved 100% effective at keeping the 
bag dry in our tests. There’s a large, sturdy 
grab handle at one end, while the whole bag 
converts into a backpack. Strong magnets 
too, needing 15kg of force to dislodge from 
a tank. The only downsides are that it’s a 
hefty size when fully expanded, and slightly 
undermined by a meagre 3kg load limit. Easy 
to find discounted to just £65 online.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.givi.co.uk

Givi EA102B £79.50

Kappa AH200 £56.99
Oxford M15R £99.99
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MAGNETIC 
TANKBAGS

RATINGS  POOR ★ AVERAGE ★★ GOOD ★★★ 
VERY GOOD ★★★★ EXCEPTIONAL ★★★★★

A very different design to most tankbags, 
this Lomo is a 15-litre roll-top marine dry 
bag, made from PVC tarpaulin, which zips to 
a magnetic base. The plus is that it means it 
stays 100% waterproof without needing to 
stop to pop on a cover when it starts raining. 
The downside is that with no external pockets, 
and a roll-top that sits at one end of the bag, 
it’s awkward to access the contents. There 
are rucksack straps on the underside, which 
are handy for carrying it around off the bike, 
and a large clear map pocket on top.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.lomo.co.uk

Stylish synthetic leather construction 
gives this compact bag an immediate 
feeling of quality. A waterproof cover, 
secures using two neat pull-ties, and 
kept the bag totally dry in our test. A little 
lacking in other features, with no external 
pockets, though there is a small access 
point for a power cable if you want to 
charge a gadget in the bag. For the bare 
essentials only though, expanding from a 
titchy 3 litres to a still-tiny 5.5 litres. Small 
surface area limits magnet strength, 
taking just 5kg of force to pull it off a tank.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.motohaus.com

Lomo Tank  
Dry Bag £54

SW Motech Legend 
LT1 £68.66

Constructed from a water-
resistant 600D nylon outer 
with waterproof covered zips, 
this medium-sized tankbag 
grows from 10 to 14 litres – 
not a huge difference, but nice 
to have the choice. For heavy 
rain there’s a separate hi-vis 
waterproof cover, which kept 
out absolutely everything our 
hose test could throw at it. The 
phone / GPS pocket on top of the 
main compartment is extremely 
useful, while a second external 
pocket right in front of the rider is 
perfectly placed for quick access 
to small items. Solid inserts help 
the bag keep its shape, while the 
sloped design and narrow width 
mean it doesn’t get in the way or 
obscure the clocks when fitted to a 
bike. Would be even more versatile 
if it had rucksack straps in addition 
to the single shoulder strap, and 
it’s priced up at the higher end of 
the scale, but this is a very good 
tankbag all the same.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.spadaclothing.co.uk

Spada Expandable 
Magnetic Tankbag 
£89.99

It’s practical, 
versatile and 
top value too Six                           
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