ESSENTIAL KIT
Michelin Compact
Top-Up Digital Tyre
Inflator £30

Plug it into a 12V
socket and top up
those tyres

‘A handy helper’

★★★★★
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‘Sturdy, warm, dry
and reassuring’

MONTHS

Tested by Emma Franklin for four months,
2000 miles
A great-value option for yearround riding, the Tundra feature
a very well-constructed leather
upper, reinforced with shin and
ankle protection and a waterproof/breathable
SinAqua membrane. Once on they feel extremely
sturdy and protective, but plush
padding at the shin makes
them extremely comfortable
too. Their natural sturdiness
means they feel pretty warm
so might be a better option for
cooler conditions. The heavyduty closure zips on the inside of the
ankle are also reassuringly tough, but do need a
fair old tug to zip them shut. Also, being designed
for women means there’s plenty of adjustment
around the calf area. So far they’re proved
completely waterproof, but I’ve only put that to
the test in one – particularly heavy – downpour.
In terms of downsides, the thick non-slip sole
means that feel through the footpegs is reduced.
Quality ★★★★★Value ★★★★★
www.moto-direct.com

PROS & CONS

+

Small, light and portable
enough to take with you

–

Fiddly screw-on adapter,
display under reads

2000
MILES

Klim Badlands Pro suit £1810

‘A suit that’s ready to
take on the world’
Tested by Jordan Gibbons for six
months, 1500 miles
The Badlands Pro is
designed for people who
want to ride whenever,
wherever and whatever
the weather. The body of the jacket
and trousers are made from ripstop
‘Karbonite’ reinforced with Superfabric
on the shoulders, elbows, forearm and
knee. Inside there’s Aero D3O Level 2
armour throughout, which lets through
five times more air than standard
D3O armour. Virtually the whole suit
is adjustable to keep the armour in
the right place, including an internal
cummerbund, with the result being a
suit that’s comfortable enough to ride
in all day, fitted enough move around
when you’re off-road but still achieves
a solid AA rating in CE tests.

The suit uses Gore-Tex’s Pro laminate
waterproofing and having ridden in
some considerable storms, it’s never
let a drop in. Then when the things get
steamy, it’s just a case of unzipping any
of 12 vents to let more air through the
jacket. The only downside to the suit is
that it’s on the heavier side, but if I was
going to set off on a round-the-worldtrip tomorrow, I know what I’d take.
Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★
www.klim.com

PROS & CONS

+

Adjustability ensures a
perfect fit at all times

–

It’s on the heavy side,
plus it’s pricey
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It’s well
thought out
and totally
waterproof

Ammo Aeroglide Ultra
Super Polish £10.95
Tested by Gareth Evans
for six months
This polish’s beauty is in its
simplicity – you spray it on
a metal or painted surface,
and just wipe it off with a
microfibre. No buffing. The
surface looks like I’ve been at
it with a traditional polish and
a good chunk of elbow grease.
There’s no residue, and it has
rain-repelling additives so you
can even clean your visor with
it. Plus it smells like a popular
mens’ deodorant.
Quality ★★★★★
Value ★★★★★
www.ammoprobike.co.uk

GORE-TEX BOOTS

MONTHS

RST Tundra CE
womens’ boots £89.99

SIX

Tested by Martin Fitz-Gibbons for
three months
If you’re a trackday rider or
greenlaner who frequently
needs to reinflate tyres
back to road pressures,
this is a neat option. The hose folds into
the plastic body and the power cord pulls
out, leaving a small, light (430g) brick
you can hold in one hand, slip in a
side pocket or perhaps keep under
your seat. It’s not powerful enough
to recover a flat tyre, but meant
for smaller top-ups. Inflating a rear
from 32psi to 42psi takes around
four minutes. The LCD display can be
hard to read, it under-reads by a couple
of psi, and the valve adaptor is a fiddly
screw-on type. Your 12-volt cigarettelighter socket has to handle a 6-amp
draw too. But when you need it, you’ll be
glad you packed it.
Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★
www.michelin-lifestyle.com

Daytona Ladystar GTX £419.99

“I love my Daytonas, I’ve owned them for over two
years and they give me an extra couple of inches of
height when I’m on my Triumph Street Triple R.”
Angie Head, Harrogate

Sidi Canyon GTX
£249.99

6

“These are comfortable to
ride in and pretty decent
off the bike too. They are
totally waterproof.”
James Savery, Cambs

MONTHS

TCX X-Tour Evo
GTX £259.99

Motohansa Tool Roll £99

‘It’s got everything’
HJC RPHA 11 helmet £359.99

‘Lightweight and great vision’
Tested by Alison Silcox for six
months, 1000 miles
At a featherlight 1318g
this lid, made from a
combination of carbon
fibre and fibreglass, is
more than 300g lighter than others
I’ve worn. With a wider-than-average
aperture, the vision is great and the
slightly smoke-tinted visor is adequate
for most daytime rides. It is slightly
more snug than other HJC lids I’ve used
and it took a bit of breaking in. That said,
some six months on it’s now completely

comfortable. Wheels operate the small
top vents and there’s a large vent on
the chin, which meant that during
warm summer rides my head has kept
cool, and on cooler autumn days, with
vents closed, it’s too draughty. It has
a traditional double D-ring closure,
and a removable washable lining. And
if you are a glasses wearer, there are
grooves to accommodate the arms of
your specs.
Quality ★★★★★
Value ★★★★★
www.oxfordproducts.com

Tested by Richard Newland for four months
Contained inside the tough
and durable tool roll are a set
of chrome vanadium sockets
(6-14mm), a clever
multi-angle flexhead ratchet, 24 nickel-plated
bits (Allen, flathead, Ph, PZ,
and Torx) with a bit driver and
extension bar, and a handy
multitool. You could pretty much
strip and rebuild your bike with just
these tools. The quality of the ratchet, sockets
and driver bits are all top-notch and they’re really
nice to use. The only thing that demotes it from
being a 5-star review is the slightly weak pliers
on the multi-tool which aren’t strong enough for
serious lateral twisting duties – although they’re
great for crimping, gripping and wire cutting.
Quality ★★★★★Value ★★★★★
www.nippynormans.com
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“These are comfortable,
warm, waterproof and even
great when I’m off the bike
and walking around.”
John Cockburn, Linlithgow

IXS Ultra Evo II
Gore-Tex £259.99
“I’ve ridden thousands of
miles in all kinds of
weathers and these are
still kicking.”
Tim Cooper, Chelmsford

Alpinestars Web
Gore-Tex £199.99
“I’ve used these touring
Europe and the UK and had
no issues. I am very happy
with them for the price.”
Elwyn Jones, Wickford

Got a product that you want to shout about? Let
us know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group
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