
LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?ESSENTIAL KIT

www.motorcyclenews.com  July 21 2021  |  5150  | July 21 2021  www.motorcyclenews.com

SI
M

ON
 R

EL
PH

Tested by Simon Relph for 10 
months / 1500 miles
For me this is the 
most iconic DC comics 
superhero logo ever 
and when HJC put it on 

a helmet, I just had to have one. HJC 
haven’t just plonked the logo on the 
top but have created a masterpiece of 
design on one of their premium models, 
the RPHA 11. The lid began life on the 
racetrack, hence the slick design. It 
is well ventilated, with intakes above 
and below the visor and one either 
side on top which can be opened and 
closed. The helmet is secured with 
a traditional D-ring, and in case of an 
accident the cheek pads have a quick 
removal system to allow the helmet 
to be taken off safely and avoid neck 
movement, and the lining is easily 

removed, allowing it to be washed. The 
visor is a substantial 2mm thick with a 
clasp at the bottom in the middle which 
can be clicked shut creating a wind 
and rain seal on the visor. And the visor 
itself is very simple to remove to clean, 
or just to switch over for a tinted one. 
Overall, the helmet comfortable, light 
and offers great visibility.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.oxfordproducts.com

1500 
MILES

This should 
keep out even 
the biggest bit 
of Kryptonite

‘Comfortable, light 
with great visibility’

Tested by Richard Newland for  
six months / 350 miles
I ran over my own foot with a 
motorcycle once. It’s a long story, 
but the upshot is that I owe my 
ankle movement to the serious 

protection I was wearing – so popping on these 
lightly armoured jobbies does leave me feeling a 
little exposed. For urban journeys, 
or nipping sedately two miles 
down the road, though – 
they’re superb. The Yorks are 
CE certified, and have rigid 
protection at the ankles, the 
construction is cowhide suede 
over a rubber sole, and they’re 
waterproof, too – although I’ve only worn them on 
dry days so far. The upper has a gear-shift guard, 
but no extra padding (they’re really for scooters), 
and the fit is superbly enveloping. They’re all-day 
comfortable like a trainer, and the anti-slip sole 
works well, while I find the laces a couple of 
centimetres short for my liking (and broad feet). 
Nice but I wouldn’t wear them for sporty riding.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.dainese.com

350 
MILES

HJC RPHA 11 Superman helmet £519.99

Dainese York D-WP 
boots £155.95

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Emma Franklin  
for five years / 30,000 miles
A long-length neck tube made from cotton at 
one end and fleece at the other, the Duplo is 
a constant companion for dry rides in spring, 
autumn and winter. Being 24in 
long means that I can push the 
fleecy section down inside my 
jacket to cover my neck, then 
bring the slightly stretchy 
cotton end right up inside 
my helmet to cover my ears 
and also keep my hair from 
flapping around. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★  ★
www.tucanourbano.com 

Tucano Urbano  
Duplo £22.99

‘Casual and 
protective’

HJC RPHA 90 
£419.99
Easy to flip up and down, 
plus the Pinlock visor fits 
and performs better than 
other lids I’ve had. 
James Staff, Maidenhead

Bell SRT Modular 
£249.99
I have had many modular 
helmets, but the SRT is 
the quietest. The aperture 
gives good unrestricted 
vision. Ali Finlay, Peebles

Shark Spartan GT 
Carbon £429.99
I’ve used a Spartan 
Carbon for four years but 
upgraded to a Spartan GT 
Carbon and it’s fabulous. 
Graham Bell, Essex

Shoei Neotec 2 
£549.99
It is so comfy, and the flip 
mechanism really fills 
you with confidence. The 
Pinlock keeps you mist- 
free. Jason Dorey, Alford

MT Atom SV £129.99
There’s a Pinlock for anti-fog and an option for 
both a full face and flip-up. Fitting my Sena 
headset was easy and it’s simple to fasten with 
gloves. Good value too. Joseph Wray, Birkenhead

TOURING LIDS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Michael Guy for three 
years / 8000 miles
Anyone who has tried to 
ride off-road in normal, 
smooth-soled road boots 
or indeed tried to walk 

around in enduro or motocross boots, 
knows that having the right boots for 

the occasion is key! Alpinestars’ 
Corozal adventure boots are 
closer to an enduro boot than a 
road one, but with some subtle 
yet significant differences. First 
of all they are much lighter than 

a full-on enduro item, plus they are 
waterproof (using Alpinestars’ Dry Star 

tech). They are easy to get on with two 
simple buckle straps along with Velcro 
at the top. The sole offers excellent grip 
and is rigid enough to support long days 
standing on the pegs. While they don’t 
offer as much protection as an MX boot, 
it’s not far off. Should you wish to explore 
your surroundings on foot, they’ve 
proved reasonably comfortable with 
enough flex for walking a few hundred 
metres without any issue. They have now 
become my everyday boot because of 
the protection they offer great levels of 
comfort and are waterproof.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

‘Top protection 
and comfort’

8000 
MILES

Alpinestars Corozal 
boots £309.99

Nexx X.G200 £319.99

Rugged but you 
can walk about in 
them as well

Tested by Simon Brown for two 
years / 1500 miles
Approved to the basic 
CE Level One rating for 
gloves with knuckle 
protection (1KP on the 

label if you are having a ferret around 
at the shops) these are made from a 
mix of cowhide and goatskin and have 
proved both durable and comfortable. 
I first got them for a trackday at 
Silverstone and after a few days’ riding 
to break them in, they kept me feeling 
well protected. None of the stitching 

has come away in normal use and there 
are decent features including carbon 
protection across the knuckles and a 
puck on the heel of the hand to help you 
slide in a spill. The right index finger has 
conductive material so you can operate 
touchscreens. One unusual feature 
with Macna gloves is that the wrist 
strap is skewed 30°. They say it adds 
comfort, I can’t say I have detected 
much difference but if you don’t notice 
something it does suggest it is OK.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.macna.com

‘Durable and comfortable‘

TWO 
YEARS

Tested by Ben Clarke for nine  
months / 1500 miles 
If you’re swanning around on 
a retro enduro and feel you 
don’t need a full-on 
adventure helmet, 

then Portuguese helmet brand 
Nexx have just the thing with the 
X.G200. It’s a retro style open-
face with a slick paintjob and clip-
on visor. The helmet is supplied 
with blank grey circles on the side 
and a pack of stickers so you can add your own 
numbers and I think the paintjob and colour 
combo is the coolest I’ve seen. Its open face 
design means you need to pair it with goggles and 
it’s only really an option in warmer weather but 
it’s very comfortable and keeps you cool when 
the sun’s out. It is noisy, so earplugs are a must. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nexx-helmets.com 

‘Achingly cool’ 

1500 
MILES

Macna Apex gloves £109.99

+

PROS & CONS

Great design, light and 
excellent comfort

A bit pricey (if you don’t 
like superheroes)–


