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Team MCN’s tried and tested riding, garage and performance-enhancing kit - reviewed and rated... 

Off ce worker turned welder

Tester: Andy Downes

Time used: One month

What’s good: I ride all winter so 

frequent cleaning is a must. This 

Karcher K7 Eco Beast certainly lives up to the 

‘beast’ tag… the 160bar pressure on maximum 

is enough to peel the paint off a bike. Careful 

use is the way forward. It’s easy to operate, has 

an adjustable power nozzle and comes with all 

manner of patio cleaning bits too. None of which 

I am telling my wife about. It also has an Eco 

setting, which uses 20% less water and power. 

It also has a hose and filter so it can be run off a 

water butt filled with rainwater.

What’s not: Spending £400 on a jetwasher is 

an extravagance many people are not going to 

stretch to, but I do know lots of people who have 

bought £99 ones that have lasted a fortnight.

Contact: www.karcher.co.uk 

Rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Andy Davidson

Miles/time: 6000 miles/seven 

months

What’s good: So far, the RST has 

stood up to everything from 200-mile rain-

soaked commutes to mud-caked off-roading. I 

am impressed; it has a three-layer system with 

a quilted and breathable, waterproof liner to 

provide warmth and importantly, it has kept me 

perfectly dry. The suit comes into its own as hot 

weather adventure kit. It is packed with features 

to support this including detachable sleeves, 

mesh chest panels (which can be zipped up), 

cuff-to-elbow vents, back and trouser vents, 

a back pocket for a hydration pack and a 

removable map pouch. 

What’s not: It isn’t warm enough when 

temperatures drop below freezing.  

Contact: www.rst-moto.com

Rating: ★★★★★

Kärcher K7 ‘Eco Beast’ Pressure 
Washer, £519.99 (deals from £400)

RST Pro Series Adventure Textile 
Suit, jacket £219.99, pants £179.99

Tester: Ped Baker

Time used: Six months

What’s good: Like many people who 

sit in front of a computer screen for 

a living, when I’m not at work I have an urge to 

make things. There’s a part of my brain that needs 

stimulation from tinkering and I get grouchy if 

don’t have my weekend fix. Simple spannering 

used to be enough but Tig welding has taken my 

tinkering to a whole new level. With a Tig welder 

you can make anything from a paddock stand to a 

petrol tank. Tig requires good hand/eye skills and 

some training but it doesn’t take long to create 

acceptable welds. With just a few evenings at 

night school I’ve successfully fabricated bespoke 

clock brackets, custom exhausts and subframes. 

The SiP P214HF is a 200 amp AC/DC unit 

meaning it can weld both steel and aluminium up 

to 6.5mm thick – more than powerful enough for 

bike work. The P214 also boasts helpful features 

for novice and expert such as High Frequency 

start, Pulse and pre/post gas flow, plus there’s an 

optional foot pedal for aluminium work. 

Tig machines used to be the size of washing 

machines and eye wateringly expensive. Thanks 

to our friends in the orient, an inverter machine 

such as the 214 is portable, affordable and ideal 

for the occasional user. Should anything go 

wrong, a bricks and mortar importer and two-year 

warranty suggests the P214 will be a much safer 

bet than many eBay ‘bargains’. 

What’s not: Nothing’s gone wrong so far.

Contact: www.sipuk.co.uk

Rating: ★★★★★

SiP Weldmate P214HF inverter 
Tig welder, £793.80Ped works on 

parts for Sean 

Warwick’s BMW 

project bike

Details
1. AC/DC switch. Aluminium welding can only be 

done with AC current. DC current is used to weld 

most other metals including stainless steel.

2. Pulse setting. Pulses the arc between two user set 

power levels. Especially useful for thin metals such 

as exhausts where it’s easy to melt through.

Tester: Simon Relph

Time used: 18 months

What’s good: This is what I would 

call a ‘get out of jail free card’ for 

that moment when you coast to the side of the 

road, engine dead. It contains the basics but 

that’s often enough… including side cutters, 

long-nosed pliers, a pilot punch, a Phillips and 

a flat-bladed screwdriver, Allen keys (2, 3, 4, 

5, 6 mm), hexagon spanner sockets (1/4in, 5, 

6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11mm), a hexagon screwdriver, an 

extension and an adapter, three slot bits and 

more all fitted neatly into a nylon pouch. It was 

even pressesd into service while touring around 

the Lake District – an overnight stay in a B&B 

nearly turned to disaster when a wheel came 

off of the landlady’s hostess trolley!

What’s not: They’re not the best quality tools.

Contact: www.oxford-shop.co.uk

Rating: ★★★★★

Oxford Underseat 
toolkit £13.99

Tester: Andy Downes

Miles/time: 9000/eight months

What’s good: Tuning firm AC 

Schnitzer uses rebadged Remus 

exhausts with unique finishes like the matte 

black on the Stealth pipe I had fitted to my long-

term test BMW S1000RR last year. Fitted to 

my black bike, the colour-match gave the bike 

a really mean look, a nicely burbly sound at low 

revs and a noticeably better howl at the top end 

of the rev range but also stayed legal with the 

end cap in place. Build quality was top notch.

What’s not: Fitting was tight. In fact, it was 

so tight I had to take it to a workshop for them 

to fit as I was unsure it was going to go on at 

all. With some wet and dry sandpaper and a 

little persuasion from someone else it went on 

perfectly. It is a lot of cash for a slip-on end can.

Contact: www.ac-schnitzer.co.uk 

Rating: ★★★★★

AC Schnitzer Stealth slip-on 
exhaust silencer, £468.53
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