
After 3000 miles in Shoei’s Neotec, sceptic Alison sees flip-up lids in a different light

Drop-down sun visor 

is operated by slider 

on left side of lid

Neotec uses a

ratchet chin strap 

instead of D-rings

Tester: Tony Hoare

Time used: Three years/3500 miles

What’s good? It’s a base layer, which works 

to stop the build-up of perspiration next to 

your skin. There’s nothing unusual about its ability to 

do that, but this one is made from a mixture of cotton 

and elastane, so it’s softer on the skin than many base 

layers. It’s also not so tight-fitting, which appeals to 

someone whose only six-pack is one that’s been poured 

into a bladder and tied around his middle.

What’s not? The slightly looser fit isn’t perfect for track 

riding, so those doing frequent days on circuit may want 

the tighter fit of a compression-style base layer.

Contact: www.planet-knox.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Ped Baker

Time tested: Five years

What’s good? Whether you’re buying parts 

off eBay or building a custom bike, calipers 

are a must. You’re less likely to buy an incorrect 

replacement, and there’s no faster way to measure 

when fabricating. You can switch between metric 

and imperial displays, plus you can reset the display 

to zero regardless of jaw position. The Absolute AOS 

is Mitutoyo’s basic model, but it’s a class piece of 

engineering that’s stood up very well to five years’ use.

What’s not? Pricey if you only use it once in a while.

Contact: www.mitutoyo.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

Mitutoyo ABSOLUTE AOS Digimatic 
Caliper 0-150mm, £118.80 Tester: Andy Downes

Time tested: Three months/1100 miles

What’s good? For summer commuting 

duties and around-town errands these 

gloves have quickly become my default choice, thanks 

to their breathable and waterproof lining, comfort and 

style. One useful addition is the conductive material on 

four fingers which means I can still work a smartphone. 

At £55 they are good value and stylish too.

What’s not? Despite the breathable lining they are a 

little warm on really hot days. The protection on offer is 

clearly not as good as that from a race or sports touring 

glove, but I accept that because of the other benefits.

Contact: www.thekeycollection.co.uk 

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

Weise Wave gloves, £54.99

‘Flip-fronts: they saw my 
face, now I’m a believer’

Tester: Alison Silcox

Time tested: Six weeks/3000 miles

What’s good? I’ve always thought flip-

front lids were a bit naff and should be 

reserved for couriers and police riders, 

but having bitten the bullet and started 

to wear one I’m now a convert.

With the front down this Neotec is as 

good as any other full-face lid I’ve worn, 

but it comes into its own when I’m off 

the bike. I’ve always removed my lid at 

fuel stations, because in a previous job 

as a bank clerk I was subjected to an 

armed robbery so I’m sensitive to the 

feelings of people working behind the 

counter. And I’ve thought it courteous to 

the fuel station staff involved to be able 

to see who they are serving.

The flip-front Neotec is great for that 

as I can just whip the chinbar up and, 

hey presto, my rather hamster-like 

features are smiling at them. I do have 

a tendency of riding off with it flipped 

up though – it sometimes takes a few 

minutes to work out why I’m getting

a cold face…

What’s not? As with previous Shoei 

helmets I’ve worn, the Neotec has taken 

an age to break in, and if I wear it for 

longer than a couple of hours in one go 

it makes my head ache. I’ve had to make 

some minor adjustments to ease the 

breaking-in period, including changing 

the skull cap lining for a thinner version.

Contact: www.feridax.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★  

Value rating: ★★★★★

Shoei Neotec, £469.99

Knox Dry Inside base layer, £39.99

QUICK
ADVICE
FITTING
YOUR LID
You think it’s comfy, 

but is your helmet 

really too tight or 

loose? If it doesn’t fit 

you properly, it won’t 

be as effective if you 

really need it. Here’s 

how to tell, and some 

tips on sorting it.

1
Put the lid on and 

fasten the strap. 

Grab the chinbar 

to keep it still and try 

turning your head 

to either side, then 

up and down. If your 

head moves in the lid, 

it’s too big for you.

2
Can you fit 

your forefinger 

between the 

helmet lining and 

your forehead? This 

is another good sign 

that your lid is too big.

3
With the helmet 

on, look in the 

mirror. Is there 

a good gap between 

your eyeline and 

the top of the visor 

aperture? If not, it 

suggests the helmet 

is too big. If point 

one or two apply, 

find out if your lid 

manufacturer makes 

thicker padding for a 

better fit, or consider 

buying a new helmet.

4
If you have 

any pressure 

points, or are left 

with red marks on 

your forehead, the 

helmet is too tight. 

One option is to look 

for a thinner lining 

from the helmet 

manufacturer. 

5
If the discomfort 

is in one area, 

look for seams in 

the polystyrene there. 

If those seams have 

‘clean’ edges, massage 

them with your 

fingers to round them 

off as this is a common 

source of discomfort. 

Don’t press too hard, 

or compress the liner, 

as this is what you 

need to do the work

in an accident.
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