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Tester Richard Newland

Time tested 14 months / 

8000 miles

What’s good I never ride 

without a back protector, but in recent 

years the rampant march of product 

‘improvement’ has almost unanimously 

made them all uglier, more ridiculously 

faux-technical, or less comfortable. 

Forcefield’s ProSub4, and Knox’s 

Meta-Sys being standout exceptions 

for me – both of which I wear regularly. 

But my favourite go-to right now is this 

CE Level 2 Knox Track Vest, which has 

been elevated from being my track-

only choice for under a one-piece, to 

being my daily go-everywhere choice. 

For use with leathers it’s superb 

because there are no straps, and it 

doesn’t move around when you’re 

getting in and out of your suit. I’d 

shunned it for road use not because 

it was any less suitable, but simply 

because it was a little too tight to be 

properly comfortable for long periods. 

A recent reduction in my stature from 

Bison to Friesian has meant that’s 

it’s now spot-on for my 48in chest. 

It’s exactly the right length, neither 

fouling the seat on cruisers, tourers 

and adventure bikes, nor poking me 

Tester Alison Silcox

Time tested Three months 

/ 500 miles

What’s good? They might 

make me look like I’m off trawling the 

North Sea for cod but, looks aside, 

these have proved to be a warm and 

fully waterproof layer. The bib secures 

with an adjustable neck strap and 

means there’s an extra layer of warmth 

at the chest and no draughts get 

through the combination of 

this and my textile jacket. 

The legs open fully from 

hip to ankle with Velcro 

fasteners for ease of use. 

What’s not? It’s a shame 

they don’t come with any 

protection. The material 

is quite lightweight and 

I’ve managed to nick a 

small hole in them, it was 

such an inconsequential 

incident I didn’t know I’d 

snagged them but there’s 

a small triangular tear.

Contact www.

tucanourbano.com

Quality +�+�+�+�+

Value +�+�+�+�+

+

-

Vents that actually work! 

Easy visor change

Close fit causes glasses 

to fog in bad weather

in the back of the neck on superbikes. 

It never moves, works with all jacket 

and trouser combos, and the gilet is 

washable to keep it fresh. For an extra 

£19.99 you can add a chest protector.

What’s not If you’re a cattle-class big 

unit (like me) then you might find it a bit 

snug, even in the biggest available size 

(XXL) – so try before you buy. It lacks a 

little of that rugged yet technical feel 

that much of Knox’s range exhibits, 

while it’s been faultless in operation. 

Contact www.planet-knox.com 

Quality +�+�+�+�+ Value +�+�+�+�+

Tester Liam Marsden

Time tested Two 

months/600 miles

What’s good? Suomy 

helmets generally fit my head 

almost perfectly, and although 

this one took quite a while to 

bed in due to the slightly small 

sizing it’s now fits comfortably. 

Suomy’s unique visor changing 

mechanism, which requires the 

small covers to be removed is 

simple and quick to use. The vents 

(one on the chin and one on the 

brow) are among the best I’ve 

used. It’s genuinely like turning 

the air con on when you open 

them, unlike vents on some other 

helmets which seem to do little.

What’s not? It took a lot longer 

to bed in than I expected, and for 

the first few days it put a lot of 

pressure on my head, but I seem 

to be through the worst of it now. 

Suomys aren’t as deep as some 

helmets I’ve worn, so the chin bar 

is much closer to my face. For 

me this has resulted in a misting 

problem with my glasses and 

means I’m constantly cracking 

the visor open. The chin strap digs 

into my throat a little and can get 

uncomfortable. The worst part 

of this helmet is its penchant for 

pulling my hair out. Because the 

chin bar is so close to my face, if 

I remove the helmet by pivoting it 

on the front and lifting the back up 

the poppers which attach the chin 

curtain somehow grab a handful 

of my hair. The finish isn’t the best, 

there are a couple of flecks of dirt 

underneath the lacquer which 

don’t affect the performance but 

are annoying.

Details www.suomy.com

Quality +�+�+�+�+
Value +�+�+�++

The vents are some of the best

Visor system is unusual – but works

The lid sometimes tugs 

out a bit of Liam’s hair 

(this may not be an 

altogether bad thing)

Knox Track Vest £159.99

600
MILES

chin bar is so close to my face, if 

I remove the helmet by pivoting it 

on the front and lifting the back up 

the poppers which attach the chin 

curtain somehow grab a handful 

of my hair. The finish isn’t the best, 

there are a couple of flecks of dirt 

don’t affect the performance but 

really ogle is the actual bloody bikes. 

While the detail shots are lovely, each 

model is only represented by one very 

dark full-bike shot. The abstract details 

are lovely – while many are a little too 

artistic or abstract – but the inability 

to pore over the whole bike is the 

equivalent of replacing pornography 

with details shots of eyeballs and 

earlobes. Artistic, but frustrating.

Contact shop.ducati.com

Quality +�+�+�+�+

Value +�+�+�+�+

Tester Richard Newland

Time tested One month

What’s good Whether 

you love or hate Ducatis, 

it’s hard to argue that they’re not 

beautiful – and many, like the 916, have 

become design landmarks. Ducati 

decided to mark their recent 90th 

birthday with a photographic record, 

illustrating the attention to style and 

design with which the firm has become 

synonymous. The result is this book 

tracing the evolution of Ducati design 

through 19 steps: from the Cucciolo to 

the 916 and on to the 1299 Panigale S 

Anniversario. It’s a large-format, high 

quality work of art in itself, comprising 

336 pages containing more than 150 

photos by Giovanni De Sandre. “Every 

one of our bikes must show it has a 

full share of Ducati DNA. It must have 

sports style; it has to ooze adrenalin, 

power, fluidity and technology. A 

design that sends an at-a-glance shiver 

down the spine, a taste of what’s to 

come when you ride it,” says Andrea 

Ferraresi, the Ducati Design Centre 

Director. And you certainly get to 

indulge your eyeballs. If, like me, you’re 

a Ducatisti, there’s plenty to ogle. 

What’s not The one thing you can’t 

The legs open fully from 

hip to ankle with Velcro 

fasteners for ease of use. 

What’s not?

they don’t come with any 

protection. The material 

is quite lightweight and 

I’ve managed to nick a 

small hole in them, it was 

such an inconsequential 

incident I didn’t know I’d 

snagged them but there’s 

a small triangular tear.

Contact 

tucanourbano.com

Quality

Value 

8000MILES

ONEMONTH

500
MILES

‘The vents feel 
like air con’

MILES
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