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Tested by Dan Sutherland for one 
year, 6000 miles
Used for commuting in 
sub-zero temperatures, 
to summertime weekend 
blasts and even one race 

meeting, these sub-£120 Richas have 
remained comfortable and waterproof 
for thousands of hard miles. They’re 
capable of wrapping around leather 
trousers and tucking neatly inside 
textiles and have been a reliable go-to 
when the weather’s looking a bit iffy.

The CE scores are a mixed bag, with 
a higher Level 2 rating for impact cut 
resistance, but the basic Level 1 pass 
in both abrasion and rigidity tests. The 
Blades haven’t been perfect in use 
either. After a few months of riding, 
the left boot’s waterproof flap ripped 
on the upper seam. It still keeps the 

weather out though and could’ve 
been replaced within the one-year 
warranty. Elsewhere, both boots have 
begun to distort slightly where the zip 
meets the base and the insoles are 
also coming away on both feet. That 
said, they still do the job and fit like an 
old pair of slippers – meaning hours 
of comfortable miles in a variety of 
weather conditions. 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
www.nevis.uk.com 

Toe sliders last 
well but there 
is wear inside 
the boot

‘Waterproof but are 
they built to last?’

Tested by Martin Fitz-Gibbons for one month
The AirDriy (no, I don’t get the 
spelling either) is a fabric bag of 
moisture-absorbing granules 
designed to pull water out of the air 
in damp garages. The idea is to buy 

two, then hang one from each handlebar to help 
prevent a bike going rusty or mouldy while it’s laid 
up. Each bag weighs 1kg and can absorb 600g of 
water. It’s reusable too: when it’s saturated, you 
dry it out in an oven over 4-5 hours.
I hung two from my bike and 
after 30 days each had 
absorbed 368g of water. That 
suggests they’d need drying 
out every couple of months. 
At a total cost of £20 (plus 
around £1 a time to dry them 
out), it’s an appealingly affordable 
way to keep damp at bay.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nippynormans.com

6000 
MILES

Richa Blade W/P boots £119.99

AirDriy dehumidifier 
bag £10 each

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Simon Brown  
for three months
I’ve been using this to keep my 
bike happy while it’s locked in a 
cold garage. The spray contains 
PTFE, which should make 
cleaning easy when regular 
riding is back on the agenda, 
and has left my bike looking 
smart after washing. Muc-Off 
say it is safe to use on all parts 
and drives out water to keep 
corrosion at bay. It won’t change 
your life, but it works well.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.muc-off.com

Muc-Off Protectant 
£9.99 (500ml)

‘Cheap and simple 
damp-beater’

Dunlop Roadsmart 
3 £294.50*
I use these for year-round 
commuting on my Suzuki 
GSX1250FA. I got 16,000 
miles out of my last set.  
Paul Elmer, Clitheroe

Pirelli Angel GT 
£250*
I get 3000 miles per set 
and they are amazing in 
the dry and don’t move in 
the wet. Gareth Mayfield, 
Macclesfield

Continental Trail 
Attack 3 £275*
They stick to the road like  
glue even in the wet and  
are the most confidence-
inspiring tyres I have used.
Derek Sol, Welwyn Garden City

Metzeler 
Roadtec 01 £271*
They were great for 
commuting, but then you 
could get out and have  
a blast at the weekend. 
Patrick Collum, Watford

Michelin Road 5 £375.72*
Sticky, smooth and secure in the wet and they 
even work well in sub-freezing temperatures. I got 
13,000 miles out of the first pair before a nail 
ended play. Tim Mills, Idaho

TOURING TYRES

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Simon Relph for 16 
months, 560 miles
I fitted these shocks to 
my 1974 Honda SL125 
and the difference was 
immediately noticeable; 

the rear-end was firm again and offered 
a predictable ride. The shocks are 

part of Hagon’s road range, offering 
the same amount of travel as the 
stock Honda parts. They include 
three-way preload adjustment, 
handy when riding two-up or 

with luggage. Fitting is very 
straightforward: remove the two nuts 

and the old shock, then slip the new one 
in place, repeat on the other side. Hagon 
even supply a C-spanner to adjust the 
preload. Nicely finished in black, they set 
the little Honda up a treat.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.hagon-shocks.co.uk 

‘The difference 
was immediately 
noticeable’

560 
MILES

Hagon Road shock 
range £139.50

Shoei GT Air II £469.99

PROS & CONS

Easy to fit, easy to adjust 
and work well+
Nothing so far, all pluses 
without any negatives–

Quality shocks 
with three-way 
adjustment

Tested by Ben Clarke for three 
months, 500 miles
These heated gloves 
from Macna can be 
powered three ways. You 
can either run them from 

your bike’s battery (power cables are 
£27.98), use battery packs (£89.99)
or connect them to the brand’s Core 
heated jacket. Rather than using a 
bulky single battery in the cuff, the 
Progress has three much thinner 
batteries per glove that fit into their 
own slots. The cuffs themselves have 

an elasticated inner and an outer that 
means you don’t get wet hands in the 
rain. The elements do a great job of 
warming your entire hand evenly and 
the hottest of the four temperature 
settings is really toasty. You can control 
the gloves with Macna’s Bluetooth 
app, but it’s not really worth the bother 
when the control is on the back of your 
hand anyway. It’s useful for checking 
the battery levels though. They score  
a typical “1 KP” rating in CE tests.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.macna.com/en/

‘Full of clever design features’

ONE 
MONTH

500 
MILES

Tested by Michael Guy for two  
years, 9000 miles
Having historically used race-
focused helmets – a hang-up from 
my sportsbike-riding days,  
I wanted to try a helmet 

more akin to the actual riding I do. 
Enter Shoei’s GT Air II, a helmet 
designed for long distance and 
practicality. In terms of spec it 
doesn’t want for much. It’s snug 
to get on but comfortable – even 
on big 500-mile days. Ventilation from 
the chin and crown vent is good and not just a 
token gesture. It has an internal sun visor that 
can be operated simply using your left hand and 
completely negates the need for sunglasses or 
a mid-ride visor swap. It’s also been designed to 
seamlessly accept a Sena SRL2 intercom (£259).
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.shoeiassured.co.uk

‘Built for big miles’

9000 
MILES

Macna Progress RTX DL heated gloves £179.99 

+

PROS & CONS

Comfortable and the  
toe sliders wear well

Build quality of certain 
elements has been poor–


