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That’s ventertainment

1
The mesh-covered chin 

vents, which remained 

permanently open on 

the RPHA 10, now have a 

sliding closure to block off 

air. It’s operated from the 

inside of the chinbar.

2
A new brow vent helps 

get more air in to cool 

the rider’s head, and 

has a sliding closure. There 

are also added exhaust 

vents to extract extra warm 

air from the inside.

3
The top vents, with 

thumbwheel closures, 

remain but they can 

now be more securely 

closed, and the wheels are 

rubber-covered to make 

them easier to operate.

GEAR
HJC RPHA 11 HELMET 
FROM £299.99
Super-comfy range-topper given major revamp 

HJC’s RPHA 10 race helmet has improved the 

firm’s standing since it was launched five years 

ago – and now it’s being replaced with a model that 

has been upgraded across the board.

The idea behind the RPHA 11, which will appear 

in dealers early in 2016, is to move HJC’s game 

on without ditching the plush feel that made the 

previous helmet comfortable for virtually every 

type of head.

The shell has been revamped to make it lighter, 

which gives room for extra features such as an 

improved visor seal and additional vents at the 

chin, brow and crown.

HJC have also adapted their in-house wind 

tunnel to allow them to analyse ventilation 

performance and they have worked hard to create 

better airflow through the helmet. 

The firm have also added depth to the visor 

aperture, and an extra thickness of foam to the 

skull pad to lift the lid slightly higher. This is an 

adaptation HJC’s sponsored racers carry out on 

the RPHA 10 to help them see further ahead when 

tucked into the racing crouch.

The visor lock and release mechanism, which 

sits in the centre of the visor rather than to one 

side, has also been revised. In extreme situations 

the tab could be operated by a racer’s head 

coming into contact with the bike. Now there’s 

a small deadlock tab on the mechanism to stop 

accidental activation of the tab.

The new lid will be available in six different 

graphics (£329.99), a replica of MotoGP champ 

Jorge Lorenzo’s design (£449.99), and plain 

black or white (£299.99). A new XXS size joins the 

existing scope of XS-XXL, with three shell sizes 

to ensure those with smaller heads don’t have 

to wear a lid with a massive exterior and huge 

thicknesses of polystyrene and foam 

padding.
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THE RIVAL
Shoei NXR from £329.99

For the price of a multi-coloured 
RPHA 11 you could have a Shoei 

NXR in plain paint or a discontinued 
paintscheme. It was MCN’s product 
of the year in 2014 and the Japanese 

build quality is superb.
■ www.shoeiassured.

co.uk
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MCN SAYS
Tony Hoare, Consumer Editor

Several colleagues have tried an 
RPHA 10 (or the update 10+) and I’ve 

never heard a single complaint about 
comfort. If HJC can keep that strength 
while addressing niggles like narrow 

field of vision and poor ventilation 
then the RPHA 11 will be a 

winner.
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