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Tested by Jordan Gibbons for five months
The Avantour 2 are Falco’s latest 
top-of-the-range waterproof 
adventure boots, replacing the 
Avantour Evos. I used a pair of 
Evos for a few years, covering 

many thousands of miles and they remained in 
regular rotation until these arrived. 

The new Avantours are aimed at light 
adventure touring, rather than the out-and-out 
hardcore enduro styled off-road adventure 
boots available. That makes them a good 
halfway house offering the protection of 
a sturdy off-road boot, while not being so 
restrictive that you feel like a robot with heavy, 
metal boots on.

Being an adventurous boot they’re designed 
to be warm, comfortable and fully waterproof 
– all of which they achieve. Despite clearly 
not being as bulky as some off-road boots, 
they still achieve CE Level 2 ratings across 

the board. The key piece of protection for me 
is the hinged ankle – something you would 
normally expect on more expensive riding gear, 
so to see it at this price is very welcome. Even 
so, the boots required virtually no breaking in 
and were comfortable straight out of the box. 
The buckle and Velcro closure is easy to set 
although the buckles do have a habit of sliding 
open easily, which makes putting them on a bit 
more of a faff than you’d like.

The waterproof membrane comes all 
the way to the top of the boot. I’ve splashed 
through some deep puddles without any 
water coming in and they’ve not leaked during 
prolonged showers either. If they do get wet 
inside, if water comes in over the top for 
instance, they do take a while to dry out. 

My only real complaint is the sole. In the 
previous version it was quite stiff, which meant 
you could stand on the pegs for a long time 
in comfort. The new soles don’t feel as stiff, 

so they’re much better off the bike 
albeit at the expense of comfort when 
standing on the pegs. I also wish the 
sole was more aggressively treaded as 
they’re slippy on mud, which can make 
picking up a downed bike difficult.

For all-round adventure touring, 
with a bit of light off-roading thrown 
in, they’re great and at a seriously 
sensible price. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.tranam.co.uk

‘Great adventure 
touring boots’

Falco Avantour 2 £259.99

Tested by Emma Franklin for 18  
months / 500 miles
Considering they’re designed as 
full-on off-road/MX boots, these 
women’s-fit Tech 3s are actually 
pretty comfortable to wear all day. 

Shaped to fit female ankles and feet, they raise 
the foot up slightly at the heel, giving you a helpful 
extra inch of height – and who doesn’t need to be 
a bit taller when handling an adventure machine? 
Combined with the anatomically correct shape 
at the calf, the three-buckle closure system 
(the men’s Tech 3 boot has four buckles due to 
the fact it’s slightly longer) allows me to get a 
perfect snug-but-not-crushingly-tight fit around 
the lower legs. The buckles can be a bit sticky 
when it comes to closing and releasing, but I 
suspect they’ll get better with use. The rubber 
sole is reinforced with a steel shank so is pretty 
stiff, which means they’re far from ideal for 
wearing off the bike. That said, I was surprised 
by the amount of feel for the gear and rear brake 
levers. Although the Tech 3 have no waterproof 
lining, the full grain leather uppers with their TPU 
protectors naturally repel water and keep feet 
bone dry when splashing through puddles. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

‘Gives you an 
extra inch’

Alpinestars Stella Tech 3 
boots £229.99

Klim Adventure GTX £450

Very secure 
and they give 
you a lift too

Rugged and 
so far fully 
waterproof

Tested by Laura Thomson for  
four months
With my last pair of TCX 
Drifters still going strong after 
six years, the Bajas had, quite 
literally, big boots to fill.

Initially, I preferred the black Gore-Tex 
version, but due to sizing availability ended 
up with the £259.99 ‘WP’ (waterproof) 
version in a ‘used look’ brown leather 
(which looks much better in reality than in 
pictures). Straight out the box, they were 
snug – so much so that they initially caused 
discomfort, but the footbed soon gave and 

they became significantly more wearable 
on and off the bike. However, what hasn’t 
changed in a few hundred miles is the level 
of foot and ankle support – they cocoon my 
lower legs, with a feeling of security that 
isn’t far off some motocross boots. 

A shin plate and PU ankle, toe and heel 
inserts means they should be protective in 
the event of an off, too. Despite not boasting 
a Gore-Tex membrane, the boots have so 
far proved waterproof through heavy rain 
(although Editor Rich says his pair do leak). 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
uk.tcxboots.com

‘Singing in the rain’
Tested by Michael Guy for three months

If you’re looking for an adventure 
boot that is fully waterproof and 
that offers the level of protection 
you’d normally associate with a 
dedicated enduro or motocross 

boot, then Klim’s latest offering could be the one 
for you. With a chunky and super-rigid Michelin 
sole and uppers which include Gore-Tex, there is 
no disputing the high-spec credentials of the boot. 
After three months I don’t think that I have truly 
broken them in, but my feeling is that they will be 
a brilliant on the bike boot in terms of grip, being 
waterproof and protective. But they may be too 
stiff off the bike – especially if you intend to do any 
walking, as the sole only offers minimal flex.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.klim.com

‘Fully loaded with  
excellent protection’TCX Baja WP brown £259.99

+

PROS & CONS

Great all round boots. Hinged 
protection is a classy feature

Would prefer slightly stiffer  
sole for adventure riding –

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?

Comfortable and waterproof too

Decent grip but the sole could be that bit stiffer

The hinge in 
the ankle is 
a big plus

TCX Terrain 3 WP £239.99

Alpinestars Tech 7 Enduro 
Drystar boots £439.99

‘Go anywhere 
in comfort”

‘They offer plenty  
of movement’

Tested by Ben Clarke for 12 months /  
4000 miles
These may look like a pair of 
clodhoppers but they’re surprisingly 
supple. They are light and flexible 
enough to make it easy to use the 

bike’s controls but still meet the higher Level 2 
CE rating across the board. The clumpy-looking 
soles come into their own if you need to get off 
and walk around in the mud, where they prove 
very grippy. The three-buckle system is simple 
to fasten and adjust and then there’s a Velcro tab 
at the top for extra security. I’ve had a few pairs 
of TCX boots in the past and just as with those, 
the Terrain 3s were extremely comfortable right 
away. They’ve also kept out all water, including 
through rain so heavy that all the traffic stopped. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
uk.tcxboots.com

Tested by Simon Relph for six  
months / 1500 miles
These offer plenty of movement. 
I like the way Alpinestars have 
embraced buckle systems you 
would historically only have seen on 

ski boots, this closure system aids putting them 
on and fastening them quickly. Reinforced in all 
the critical areas, but with soft lining and flexible 
ankle movement, they were comfortable from 
the start. Warm and waterproof with a sole that 
offers good grip when walking in mud, they are  
a really great pair of off-road boots.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com
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ADVENTURE
RIDING
BOOTS

THE MCN SHOWCASE

Sturdy footwear that’s up  
for anything – but which  

is the best?       

● Fit and 
comfort rated

● Design, construction  
and CE scores rated

● Waterproofing tested  
in all weathers

RATINGS
Exceptional ★★★★★ Very good ★★★★

Good ★★★  Average ★★
Poor ★


