
46

www.motorcyclenews.com

K IT REVI EWSBIKE LIFE

Our verdict on all the kit we’ve been testing. Compare and find more at www.mcnshop.com

MCN staf ’s bike gear rated

Tester: Michael Neeves

Time used: Six months

What’s good: I’ve had more use out 

of these two-piece waterproofs than 

I’d like this year, thanks to all the rain we’ve had. 

They’re lightweight and fold away to almost 

nothing, so you can keep 

them in a rucksack or 

tank bag without 

taking up loads 

of room, which 

is handy. The 

jacket is easy 

to get on 

over leathers, 

even if you’ve 

got a big speed 

hump, as it zips-up 

fully at the front. The 

neck is high enough to 

keep the wind off, although I wear a 

neck warmer as well. The bottoms have a Velcro 

fastening, which opens up the hem to the size of 

’70s flares, so they’re easy to get over boots – a 

godsend when you’re putting them on under a 

bridge in the rain on a busy motorway. 

What’s not: They’re not very thick, so aren’t that 

warm and it’ll be interesting to see how durable 

they’ll be. My previous Alpinestars waterproofs 

are still going strong after six or seven years, but 

are now a bit smelly and tired-looking.  

Contact: www.alpinestars.com 

Rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Simon Relph

Miles covered/time: 2200/four 

months

What’s good: With the unpredictable 

weather at the moment, these gloves seemed 

to be the perfect option. Somewhat quirky in 

their design, they are something I have never 

come across before. They’re different from 

the conventional gloves we are all used to – 

there are two compartments to put your hand 

into. Slip your hand into the lower 

compartment and you 

are in the unlined, 

‘summer’ part of the 

glove, if you hold your 

palm up into the wind 

while riding along, the 

cool air can be felt on 

your hand. Should the 

weather change while 

you’re riding, just stop 

and put your hand into 

the top compartment. 

This one now gives you 

the benefit of a Gore-tex 

lining and blocks off the air 

holes in the kangaroo hide palm. The gloves 

have the usual Velcro wrist and cuff fasteners, a 

visor wipe and reinforced knuckles. The top part 

of the glove is mainly Cordura and the bottom 

half leather. My favourite glove this summer!

What’s not: They do end up a bit soggy if you’re 

riding for a few hours in real heavy rain, but that 

is the only thing I could say.

Contact: www.held.de

Rating: ★★★★★

Alpinestars Quick Seal Out jacket and pants £89.99
Held 2-in-1 Gortex Air and Dry gloves £134.99

Easy to get 

over leathers 

and it all folds 

up small 

Two compart-

ments keep 

your hands 

cool or warm


