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Tested by Dan Sutherland for 2000 miles 
on road and track
I love wearing track-focused 
helmets on the road. I always 
have. I don’t care that they might 
be a bit noisier, or not have a 

drop-down sun visor. They look the dog’s and 
give me an unparalleled feeling of safety when 
I’m riding. I’ll sacrifice a bit of comfort for that. 
But unlike some sporty lids, this HJC provides 
racetrack cool with bags of daily usability, 
meaning you can have your cake and eat it. 

Rated to ECE 22.05 standard, it has a wide 
visor aperture, plenty of vents and plush 
internal padding, making it a comfortable daily 
helmet you can also ride flat-out with when 
on track. It’s also available in loads of colours, 
including a range of movie tributes.

The helmet is stable at high speeds, which 
reduces fatigue during sessions. You also get 
a good view of the track ahead when you’re 
tucked in and at 1350g, it’s relatively light, 
meaning big days in the saddle are completed 
without any pain in your neck. 

There’s a neat chin curtain to keep the 
wind off and a wonderful finish. This ‘Texen 
MC3 Yellow’ design is new for 2022 and looks 
brilliant – especially with a dark visor installed. 
The gloss white is particularly good – full of 
metallic sparkles that glint in the sunlight. 
However, it is a pain to keep clean. The bug 
splats of a quick summertime ride show up 
clearly and they take a fair bit of scrubbing to 
remove – especially when they get up inside 
the upper forehead vents, which are operated 
by a simple wheel system.

It comes as standard with a Pinlock anti-fog 
insert plus a dark smoke visor, and the soft 
cheek pads are quick release in the event 
of an emergency. You can also see the visor 
mechanism through the clear visor, making 
removal and installation and a doddle. It does 
get harder with a black visor installed, but it’s 
still easier to get the hang of than something 
like an equivalent Arai.

Unfortunately, it’s not all been good, and the 
central visor catch is really hard to open on the 
move with a gloved hand. It’s also stubborn to 

lock shut and quite often I’ll ride without 
doing so, unfortunately leaving space 
for a small channel of air to get in and 
blast my eyes and nose.  

Also, on days where I’ve been 
taking the helmet off regularly, I have 
sometimes found certain lugs that 
hold in the cheek pads can work their 
way loose and just need popping back 
in. Still, it’s much cheaper than some 
other mainstream sports lids on the 
market, so I could probably live with a 
few niggles.
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.oxfordproducts.com

6 
MONTHS

‘Track cool and usability’

2000 
MILES

HJC RPHA 11 £379.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Saffron Wilson for six 
months/2279 miles 
After living with the Shark 
through the winter, the biggest 
win with this helmet is the 
comfort – you can have it on 

your head for hours and still be smiling. The 
shell isn’t fully carbon, but instead made of 
fibreglass finished with a carbon skin so don’t 
expect the lightest lid on the market, but at 
1550g it’s not bad going. Inside, the lining 
is plush, fits well, is easily removable and 
can be washed. The liners have emergency 
removal tabs which I’m thankful I didn’t need 
to use when I had a small off. The only visible 
damage that came from the small accident 
was a chip out of the plastic at the front, by the 
vent switch which you hardly notice. It meets 
the ECE 22.05 standard and has a double-D 
ring fastening. Inside, there is an integral sun 
visor which has its mechanism on the top 
of the helmet. The main visor catch took a 

little getting used to as well, especially with 
bulky gloves in winter. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com

‘It’s good for 
big miles’

Shark Spartan GT in 
Carbon Skin £449.99

TCX Blend 2 GTX boots 
£229.99

Tested by Michael Guy for three years / 
6000+ miles 
I haven’t really used short 
gloves before, other than when 
riding off-road with motocross 
gloves, but I’ve found myself 

using these CE-approved items more and 
more. They’ve done a good job of keeping 
my hands warm and dry, although they did 
leak during an unrelenting downpour on a 
long motorway ride. It initially feels strange 
having just one fastening around the wrist, 
but they stay secure and the neoprene cuffs 
are a nice touch. The advantage of a short 

glove is particularly apparent on warm days 
as it allows a breeze to circulate up the 
sleeve of your jacket. The goat skin palm is 
soft and comfortable with the hard knuckle 
and reinforced fingers giving a reassuring 
level of protection. There’s a visor wipe on 
the left hand thumb which works well if you 
remember it’s there and the gloves also 
feature the usual A-stars bridge between 
the third and fourth finger to help avoid your 
little finger being extended in a crash. The 
fingers are touchscreen compatible.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

‘Short but perfectly formed’

Tested by Jim Moore for three 
months/1200 miles
These retro-style boots are all-day 
comfortable, but being motorcycle 
kit they come with reinforced 
toes, heels and extra protection 

around the ankles. That said, I’d like to feel a bit 
more substance above the ankles. Unlike most 
race boots, and many all-season offerings, the 
Blend 2s are made from leather and the slightly 
distressed charcoal finish really plays into the 
whole vintage look. Better still, they come with 
a breathable Gore-Tex liner that prevents water 
ingress right up to the second from top eyelets. 
Grippy soles make light work of greasy petrol 
station forecourts, but I’ve found the gear change 
pad – a lightly ridged area covering the big toe – 
doesn’t go far back enough and the top of my left 
boot is already starting to mark. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com

‘Comfy and 
classy’ 1200 

MILES
Alpinestars Corozal Drystar gloves £94.99

The finish is pretty damn classy

Bugs are a 
pain to clear 
from vents

3 
YEARS

Ryobi 18V One+ Tyre Inflator 
£43.99 (plus battery)

‘It’s got plenty 
of huff to puff’
Tested by Richard Newland for six months

The joy of never being able to think 
of sensible (non-bike-shaped) 
Christmas and birthday present 
ideas is that I sometimes have 
moments of inspiration and end up 

owning things I’d never buy for myself. This Ryobi 
high-pressure inflator is a case in 
point. Gifted by my sister at Xmas, 
it’s been pressed into action 
now across my six bikes, two 
cars and a camper van – as well 
as several mountain bikes, a 
paddling pool and one inflatable 
camping bed. It’s certainly got 
plenty of huff to puff. 

You don’t get a battery with it – I didn’t need 
one as I’ve got other Ryobi tools already and the 
batteries fit all tools – but the 4.0Ah unit I’ve got 
would set you back another £66.99. 

The unit will chug out a decent 16 litres of 
air per minute and can deliver up to 150psi 
(10.34bar) of pressure, which is dramatically 
more than you’ll need for any bike or car tyre. The 
hose is 20in long and comes with a right-angled 
connector for the valve. I’ve not had any difficulty 
connecting it to my various different bikes’ valve 
arrangements. It comes with a set of connectors 
for your other inflatable needs, too – whatever 
they may be... 

It’s a doddle to use. Simply slot your battery 
in place, connect to the valve of your chosen 
inflation victim, and squeeze the trigger. It’s not 
the quietest thing ever, but is in line with every 
other electric powered inflator I’ve used. As 
the pressure builds, the analogue dial will give 
you a reasonable idea of the psi/bar figure – 
but I’ve noticed that it’s not super-accurate, or 
necessarily consistent. Overall, I’d say it over-
reads by around 5-10% most of the time, so I tend 
to over-inflate by about that figure, then check 
the pressure manually with a Venhill gauge for 
accuracy. Afterall, 10% out is 3 or 4psi on a bike 
tyre, which can make a fair bit of difference to feel 
and tyre performance on some bikes. 

So, it’s not the cheapest, nor the most accurate 
– but if you’ve got a fleet of vehicles and an 
aversion to manual labour, it’s a pleasing way to 
dodge some effort. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.halfords.com

At 1350g it is comfortable for longer trips
6 

MONTHS

Cool style and 
stable at speed 
on the track

Sliding switch 
works the drop-
down sun visor

Carbon finish 
looks cool and 
it’s very comfy

ESSENTIAL KIT

+

PROS & CONS

Stable, good looking,  
good value

Stubborn visor lock and some 
pad poppers come undone–

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?


