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It’s become a design ‘must-have’ for road-going adventure 
bikes to boast a ‘beak’, sat under the headlight. For those 
that don’t come with this visual clue that the owner has a 
strong sense of adventure, Powerbronze has stepped in 
with an aftermarket version. This is for the Honda Varadero 
(2007 model onwards) but they also make them for the 2006-
2009 Kawasaki Versys 650, the Versys 1000, KTM’s 1190 
Adventure, Suzuki V-Strom 650s and 1000s and Yamaha’s 
Super Ténéré. The beaks are made from gloss black plastic 
and come with a choice of a gold-coloured mesh insert panel, 
or one in silver. They come with all necessary fittings and the 
practical benefit is extra protection for the bike’s headlight.
■ www.powerbronze.co.uk

Powerbronze beak for Honda Varadero, £120

Oxford Voyager winter 
gloves, £59.99
Sizes: S-XXL

Colours: Black

Designed in-house by Oxford, the 

Voyager is top of the range with 

an all-leather construction and a 

bonded waterproof and breathable 

membrane to make sure it doesn’t 

pull out of the glove when you 

withdraw your hand. There’s impact-

absorbing padding and a suede visor 

wipe and the gloves are designed to 

give a sports fit with a pre-curved 

palm. The Voyagers head a four-

model range, with a £10 price interval 

between each pair.

■ www.oxprod.com

Soloshot2 robotic 
cameraman, from €399
Available: Spring

So onboard cameras have become 

big news, but it’s always worth 

having footage of you riding the bike 

to mix in with what’s been shot from 

it. Instead of trusting a mate with 

the camcorder, Soloshot2 is here to 

help. It’s a robotic cameraman that 

is able to track you because it takes 

a signal from a transmitter on you or 

the bike, moving the camcorder so it 

follows your every twist or turn. The 

original Soloshot was developed by 

surfers, but the technology relates to 

motorcycling just as easily, and the 

second generation of the product is 

able to track multiple transmitters 

so it films more than one person, 

or connects with other cameras so 

users can have complete coverage, 

for example at various parts of a 

circuit or for different angles on the 

same corner. Prices for the UK have 

Colours: Black, black/white, 

white/black

Sizes: S-XXL

Knox’s sportiest race-style gloves 

have been modified to make them 

the first on the market to lay claim to 

passing the new CE safety standard.

The new two-tier CE standard 

tests a glove’s resistance to abrasion, 

tearing, cuts and seam failures. It also 

tests the impact protection of any 

knuckle armour and checks a glove is 

designed to stay on a rider’s hand in 

the event of an accident and that its 

protection doesn’t hamper dexterity.

A CE standard for gloves has 

been available in the past, but it has 

been almost completely ignored by 

manufacturers. While helmets and 

body armour can only be sold if they 

have met the relevant safety test, 

there is no compunction for clothing 

manufacturers to make products that 

meet the official standard.

Knox’s step into the CE approval 

fray for its gloves could signal 

a change in attitude for glove 

manufacturers. The new standard 

demands better abrasion resistance 

in the key impact area at the heel 

of the palm, while relaxing the 

protection required in areas like the 

fingers. Passing the old standard 

potentially meant using thicker 

leather on the fingers than riders 

wanted to wear because it would rob 

them of vital feel for the controls. 

Knox deserves applause for the 

move to take on the new standard, 

as having more gloves approved to a 

CE rating will at least help riders to 

understand which gloves offer what 

level of protection. 

The company only had to make 

minor changes to the construction 

of the Handroid to meet the new 

standard. It has revised its sizing, 

as the standard demands certain 

increases in measurement with each 

move up in size. It also has stronger 

Velcro on its wrist closure to meet the 

standard on restraint.

The gloves have kangaroo leather 

palms with reinforcements and 

Knox’s plastic anti-friction sliders that 

stop the glove gripping if it hits the 

road, which can cause wrist injuries. 

The back of the hand is cowhide 

with plastic knuckle protection 

and the Handroid system, which 

comprises flexible sliding protection 

on the fingers.

NEW CE STANDARD 
IN BRIEF
Abrasion test on heel of palm: 
Gloves must survive 1.5 seconds 

to meet the lower Level 1 and five 

seconds for a Level 2 pass.

Impact cut: Blades are dropped onto 

Knox Handroid gloves, £169.99

Updated Knox Handroid is first glove to pass new official standards

Feel in safe hands

Give your Varadero an adventure-style beak Fitments are also available for the Ténéré

the glove and must not pierce it.

Tear and seam strength: Samples of 

the glove, with and without a seam, 

are levered apart to see if they tear 

or the seam fails.

Impact resistance: 
Knuckle protectors 

must cover all four 

knuckles and not have 

sharp edges that 

could dig into the 

hand and cause more 

injury. Protectors are 

struck with a 5-joule 

impact and must 

not allow through 

more than four 

kilonewtons. The 

protector must not 

crack or sever in 

this impact.

Restraint test: 
The gloves are put 

on a mannequin 

hand and must 

stay on when 

pulled at a pre-

determined force.

Dexterity test: The 

tester puts on the 

gloves and ensures 

they can still operate 

a bike’s controls.

■ www.knox-
armour.co.uk Sensors help the 

robot camera-

man track you 

as you pass. The 

kit can also film 

multiple bikes

Palm and heel 

Kangaroo palm, 

extra impact 

protection and se-

cure wrist closure

Back of the hand

Armour passes test 

and doesn’t hamper  

your dexterity 


