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Tested by Richard Newland for six 
months, 850 miles
These new M9 RRs have 
made a huge impact on 
the manners of my 1998 
VFR800F (120/70 R17 

and 180/55 R17). The sporty profile 
has sharpened the steering and the 
outright grip, confidence and feedback 
is superb. I use my VFR primarily as a 
workhorse, but I’ve taken it for a few 
more spirited rides, too – and it feels 
so much more direct and planted than 
it did on the previous Bridgestone 
T30s (themselves a very good tyre). In 
all instances the M9 RRs have really 
impressed. Warm-up feels near-instant 
with total confidence even in the wet 
from cold, and once they are up to full 
temperature you get that reassuring 
sense of the tyre supporting you as 

you push it into the tarmac – rather 
than it simply gliding over the surface. 
I don’t cane the VFR on the road, but 
deliberately trying to provoke the rear 
out of corners while still carrying lean 
delivers nothing but drive and I’ve 
braked overly hard in the wet to see 
how they behave and got nothing but 
predictable and solid grip. They have 
taken ten years off the VFR’s feel. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.metzeler.com 

SIX 
MONTHS

VFR feels ten 
years younger 
on its new 
Metzelers

‘The perfect marriage of 
a sports and touring tyre’

Tested by Ben Clarke for one year, 6000 miles
This rucksack has become a 
permanent fixture in my life. I’ve 
used it for thousands of bike miles 
and as a hold-all, hand luggage 
and overnight back on many trips. 

First and foremost, it is utterly dependable in 
terms of waterproofing. I never even 
consider whether my electronic 
gear will be safe in it, however 
bad the weather is. It’s also 
palatial. Its 35-litre capacity 
seems to be able to swallow 
up whatever you chuck in. 
Plus, you can use the air vent 
system to pack everything down 
once you’ve closed it up. The straps are comfy 
and easily adjustable and the one around the 
waist lets you get the weight off your shoulders, 
too. I wish it had an external pocket as it can be 
annoying having to open the main compartment 
every time you need something, but that’s the 
only improvement I’d suggest.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.givi.co.uk

Metzeler Sportec M9 RR tyres, from £240 per pair

Givi UT802 rucksack £98

PROS & CONS

Superb warm-up and 
handling, wet and dry+
Honestly can’t think of  
a single complaint –

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Jordan Gibbons for 8 months
If you wear an adventure helmet and want to 
use a GoPro then this is the mount for you. 
It’s basically a pair of rubberised sprung jaws 
that are capable of grabbing onto the chin 
portion of virtually any helmet, giving you a 
first person view. It can hold the camera in 
landscape or portrait, so you’ve got plenty of 
options. There’s a safety lanyard too in case 
you worried about it bouncing off after a fall 
but it’s shown zero signs of breaking free. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.ultimateaddons.com

‘Spacious and 
dependable too’

Richa Arctic Textile 
Waterproof, £89.99
Warm, waterproof and have 
a reinforced knuckle. I’ve 
ridden 30,000 miles in them 
and they’re still in good nick.
Ian Speight, York

Rev’It Dominator 
GTX, £199.99
I’ve had these for four 
years. They always keep 
hands dry, perfect for 
temps down to 6°C. 
Bob Arnett, Yarm

Held Air ‘N’ Dry 
Gore-Tex, £175.99
After 40,000 miles I need 
to replace them but will 
get the same again.
Lukasz Galuszka, 
Aylesbury

Klim Badlands 
Gore-Tex, £270
Eye-wateringly expensive 
but now I’ve worn them, I 
do think they are worth it.
Morgan Denton,  
Bury St Edmunds

Halvarssons Beast, £99.99
I’ve worn these for 18 months. They are well made 
with a longish gauntlet and the Outlast lining 
combines really well with heated grips. 
William Symington, Twickenham

WATERPROOF 
GLOVES

Got a product that you want to shout about? Let 
us know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Martin Fitz-Gibbons for six 
weeks, 1500 miles
The fit is snug but 
comfortable, with a nice 
large visor aperture, and 
decent airflow through the 

easy-to-work top and chin vents. A drop-
down sun visor operates with a slider 
on the left side of the chinbar, the strap 
is a micrometric buckle, and a premium 
Pinlock 120 anti-mist visor insert comes 
in the box. It’s a bit heavier than a regular 
full face – this Large weighs 1634g on my 
scales – but that’s still light by flip-front 
standards. This 90S is new for 2020 but 
it’s really an update of HJC’s RPHA 90. 
The single biggest improvement is that 
it’s now P/J dual-homologated, which 
in plain English means it’s now legal to 
wear with the chin flipped up. Every flip-
front I’ve tried in the past has felt big and 
bulky – this is the first I’m sticking with.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.oxfordproducts.com

‘First flip that’s 
convinced me’

6000
MILES

HJC RPHA 90S 
from £399.99

Richbrook Indoor Cover £40

PROS & CONS

Legal to wear chin up or 
closed. Great features+
Heavy but not bad for a 
flip-front helmet–

Martin says it is 
the best flip-front 
he has tried so far

They warm up 
fast with great 
grip and feel

Tested by Gareth Evans for  
1200 miles 
As summer gloves, 
these Crazy Eights take 
a bit of beating, as long 
as you’re happy with 

the level of protection they provide. 
They’re so dexterous you don’t really 
need to take them off, even when filling 
up with fuel. I can operate the D-ring 
on my lid perfectly well, and there’s 
even a touchscreen-friendly forefinger 
that works with my smartphone.  
Furthermore, their full grain leather 

construction feels quality, and their 
retro appearance matches my Enfield. 
They’re certified to the standard CE 
Level 1 for protection. And while I’ve not 
seen the slightest hint of wear during 
my time, they may not prove quite as 
durable over the years. The insulation 
doesn’t do a massive amount if ambient 
temperatures are lower than around 10 
degrees centigrade either. But for three-
quarters of the year, they’re great. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

‘Retro style with fantastic feel’

SIX 
WEEKS

Tested by Emma Franklin for six months
A super soft and stretchy indoor 
cover designed to protect your 
bike against dust and 
accidental damage. 
Thanks to its Lycra 

mix, it’s extremely tight fitting 
so hugs the contours of your 
bike and ensures that there’s no 
excess material. The thick, tear-
resistant fabric wouldn’t look out 
of place in a MotoGP pit garage, which gives you 
the impression that you’ve got something exotic 
beneath, even if you haven’t. Being so stretchy 
and fitted (there’s a size to suit every bike, so 
Richbrook say) putting it on and taking it off again 
is easy and sorta quite pleasurable too. The 
nicest indoor cover I’ve used. Comes in a choice of 
black or red, complete with a storage bag.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.richbrook.co.uk

‘Hugs the contours’ 

Alpinestars Crazy Eight gloves £64.99

Dango 
Designs 
GoPro gripper 
mount £49.99

1200 
MILES

SIX 
MONTHS


