
ESSENTIAL KIT

Tested by Emma Franklin for four 
months/2000 miles
This plastic-shelled ECE 
22.05 lid from US brand Bell is 
seriously impressive for a helmet 
at this price point. For starters, 

it comes with a super-trick ProTint visor, which 
reacts to the conditions to become darker 
on brighter days and clear again at night or 
in low-light. It works pretty seamlessly too, 
with the only time it struggles to react quickly 
enough being when you enter a tunnel. This 
type of visor, when purchased for other makes 
of helmet, is usually insanely expensive, so 
it’s impressive that Bell have included one on 
this mid-range model. There’s a NutraFog II 
coating on the visor, too, which provides anti-
fog/scratch and UV benefits, however I have 
discovered that you need to keep the inside 
surface really clean or else it will start misting 
up. There’s a special mention for the DLX’s 
visor release mechanism too, as it has to be 
one of the easiest and quickest I’ve used – not 
that you’ll be removing the visor much, thanks 

to that cool ProTint function. 
In terms of fit and comfort, again it’s another 

impressive performance. The removable lining 
has a suede effect so feels very soft and plush 
on your skin, meanwhile the removable chin 
curtain plays a bit part in keeping the noise 
levels low – as in my opinion, the Qualifier 
DLX is a quiet lid (I always wear earplugs). The 
vents on the chin, brow and top of the lid are 
very easy to toggle, being either fully open or 
fully closed, and do an OK job.

The internal fit feels similar to an Arai, 
meaning it’s rounded at the forehead with quite 
a close fit at the front of the face, and I believe 
it’ll suit a wide range of head shapes. On that 
note, the DLX is available in three different 
shell sizes, so those of us with smaller heads 
won’t end up looking like Big Ed when wearing 
it. There’s also a double-D ring chin strap and 
ACU Gold sticker, meaning that it is suitable for 
use on trackdays, too.

The only slight disappointment is that, 
despite it featuring a Mips slip-plane between 
the EPS and internal comfort lining to help 

protect against rotational brain 
injuries, it only scores three stars out 
of five on the DfT’s SHARP safety 
tests as it provides average impact 
protection on the sides and forehead. 
If this factor bothers you, then Bell’s 
fibreglass shelled SRT has a four-star 
SHARP rating and is slightly cheaper 
at £169.99, but has a little less spec. 
If you shop around a bit and don’t mind 
some of the colour schemes on offer, it’s 
possible to pick up a DLX for the same 
price, so the choice is yours. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.bellhelmets.com 

‘Clever self-tinting visor’
Bell Qualifier DLX Mips £229.99

Tested by Mike Armitage for 2000  
miles / 12 months
Whoever is responsible for naming 
Givi’s products needs to politely be 
shuffled into a new role. All the letters 
and numbers get a bit befuddling, and 

‘X.23 Sydney’ sounds like something Chuck Yeager 
might have piloted at ridiculous speed and altitude 
during the 1950s. Thankfully Givi are better at making 
things than giving them monikers. It might not look 
like it, but the X.23 is a flip-front modular helmet, and 
this ‘normal’ masquerade continues when it’s atop 
your bonce – it feels like a regular full-face, with an 
even fit rather than feeling perched on top of your 
head. All-day comfy? Yes, as several MCN250s have 
proved. The effective vents are simple to operate even 
with winter gloves on and the seatbelt-style buckle 
is easy to both secure and release. The integral sun 
visor has breezy operation too, as it’s deployed using 
a lever on the side of the chin bar rather than having 
to spend ages patting the top of your head trying 
to find a sliding thingy. You get a breath guard and 
Pinlock insert as well, so there’s clear vision in manky 
conditions. Downsides? It’s not the lightest of lids at a 
slightly portly 1660g. Though comfy enough the lining 
doesn’t scream opulence and the X.23 uses fiddly 
cheap-feeling clips to hold the visor in place, one of 
which it deposited somewhere on a B-road in Rutland. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.givi.co.uk

‘They don’t just 
make luggage’

Givi X.23 Sydney £169.99

AGV K3 SV-S review £219.99

All-day comfy 
and it’s a flip-
front too

Tested by Dan Sutherland for 400 miles 
across four motorcycles
I’ll have to be honest, I didn’t 
even know Spada made 
helmets… Sure, I’d seen Dean 
Harrison showcasing their 

leathers at the TT and BSB and knew full 
well about their lines of jackets, trousers, 
footwear, and gloves, but the lids had 
somehow escaped me. However, for a 
helmet made by an arm of a firm that I never 
knew existed, this ECE 22.05 SP1 Raptor 
has left me impressed. I’ve had chance to 
try it on classics, sporty nakeds and upright 
tourers – and it has been good every time. 

For starters, it’s quiet. Although you do 
still get some wind noise creeping through, 
I’ve tested lids costing four times this 

amount that have been noisier. The field of 
vision is also excellent, with an internal sun 
visor that covers any gap that might’ve let 
unwanted light sneak in. You can also leave it 
down at a standstill and it won’t mist up. 

That said, the visor itself can be quite 
hard to open and close on the move. It has a 
central mechanism, but it’s quite close to the 
chunky chin vent and distinguishing between 
the two in thick gloves can be challenging. 
The sun visor latch is under the left cheek 
and can sometimes be hard to locate, but 
that would become second nature over time. 
Outside of this, the only other gripe comes 
from the comfort liner, with the rear padding 
poking out slightly at the base. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.spadaclothing.co.uk

‘A great entry-level lid’ Tested by Ben Clarke for three  
months / 1000 miles
Nothing much stands out about 
the AGV K3 SV-S (apart from the 
graphics) but that’s not a bad thing. 
At 1569g (for a Large) it’s neither 

especially light, nor uncomfortably heavy. The 
sun visor isn’t the best I’ve used but it still works 
just fine. It’s quite noisy but you only really notice 
if you wear it back-to-back with a quieter helmet. 
It’s also quite draughty – but again, not so much 
as to put me off. It scores four stars from SHARP 
– which is good – but some cheaper helmets have 
five. It offers a relatively inexpensive way to get a 
Rossi design if that’s your thing (for a tenner more 
than the design tested) but I’d go for the plain 
black one (£20 less) if I were buying one with my 
own money. The only time I had a real problem 
with the K3 was trying to tuck behind the screen 
on a GSX-R1000 as the brow obscured my vision.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.agv.co.uk 

‘Basic but good 
for the money’Spada SP1 Raptor £159.99

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?

Mips slip-plane can reduce brain injuries

Vents are 
easy to open 
and close

Shark Ridill 1.2 Phaz  
Mat KRW £139.99 

LS2 Challenger C GT £300

‘Incredible 
value option’

‘Full-carbon, 
high-spec’

Tested by Gareth Evans for 600 miles
This lid is seriously good value 
for money. While the one I’ve 
been wearing costs £140, a plain 
gloss black one is a penny under 
£100, which is remarkable for 

something that fits well, has decent venting, 
is suitable for trackdays and has facility to fit 
a Pinlock (available at extra cost). The main 
negative is the integrated sun visor, which comes 
down too far for my face and rests on my nose. 
That’s pretty irritating, and a shame because 
it would otherwise be useful and it’s very easy 
to operate with a gloved hand. Also, removing 
and reinstalling the thin, flexible visor highlights 
the cheapness we’re dealing with here. The 
mechanism feels flimsy, but works fine. And 
finally, it’s noisier than more premium designs. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com 

Tested by Michael Guy for 20  
months / 1700 miles
This is the first carbon helmet 
I’ve used and it’s so light (1280 
grams) that it takes me by surprise 
whenever I pick it up to put it on. 

Yet in terms of spec, it’s fully loaded with a three- 
layer construction shell, scratch-proof pinlock-
ready visor, integrated dark visor and ventilation. 
So far my only gripe is that the integrated dark 
visor is slightly cloudy which it means it lacks 
some clarity. LS2 is a Spanish company with 
roots in the Moto2 and Moto3 paddock but while 
it has a sporty look and feel, it’s clearly been well 
thought through and designed to be used as a 
helmet for every occasion.  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.ls2helmets.com
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Plush inside and pleasingly quiet too

TOP LIDS
UNDER 

£300

THE MCN SHOWCASE

Proof you don’t have to  
spend big to get yourself  

a great helmet

+

PROS & CONS

Self-tinting visor is amazing. It is
quiet with the chin curtain fitted

Only 3/5 on SHARP. Anti-fog will 
mist up if visor gets slightly dirty–


