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ESSENTIAL KIT

8 
months

 ON TEST

2 
months

 ON TEST

5
 months

 ON TEST

Functions  
and quality that 
don’t break  
the bank

Green means 
go! As long as 
you feel safe…

Hassle-free 
basic clean  
for your bike‘Get connected for less’

Cardo Freecom 4X intercom £243.95 AlcoSense Excel Fuel Cell 
Breathalyzer review £99.99

MotoClean Gel Bike Wash £14.99 (1000ml)

Knox Colton ladies 
jeans £189.99

Tested by  
Robin Kirkley  
for eight months
The Freecom 4X sits in 
Cardo’s midrange tier, 

aimed at solo riders or smaller groups 
of up to four, with a 1.2km (0.75-mile) 
range, compared to their top-tier 
Packtalk intercoms that connect up 
to 15 riders over 1.6km (one mile) 
using both Bluetooth 5.2 and Mesh.

Despite its mid-tier status, the 
Freecom 4X is packed with 
technology, including voice control 
and impressive audio quality via JBL 
speakers. After over eight months of 
use on my HJC i80 flip-front helmet, 
it’s clear why the 4X is among the 
most popular intercoms with bikers.

The Freecom 4X connects to your 
smartphone and manages multiple 
phone functions, reducing the need to 
mess with your device while riding. 

Tested by Dan 
Sutherland for  
five months
This biodegradable 
formula works by 

being sprayed onto a freshly rinsed 
bike. I used it across the summer 
months and into the early part of 
autumn – keeping my Yamaha R9 
long-term test bike impressively 
clean after daily usage. 

After deployment, I agitated the 

cleaner with a brush/sponge to form 
a yellowy foam and left it for five 
minutes while I made a cuppa. 

Then it was a case of rinsing off. 
This worked for the most part, but in 
areas exposed to higher amounts of 
dirt, including chain fling on the rear 
wheel, I often needed a second 
application or stronger cleaning 
agent to do the job.

Tested by Charlotte 
King for four months
The fit of these jeans is 
the most standout 
thing for me. I went for 

the XS as I usually wear a dress size 
8 and they fit me perfectly. They are 
a skinny fit and are very flattering, 
thanks to the stretch in the denim, 
and for once they are a snug enough 
fit at the waist that I don’t require a 
belt with them; there’s no lower 
back gape at all. The short leg 
option is perfect for me and 
my little 26.5in inside leg, 
and they hit me at exactly 
the right point on my ankle. 
The high waist cut is 
comforting, so there’s no 
spill over and you don’t get that 
gap at the back between your jacket 
and trousers, even without a 
connection zip. I have happily worn 
these jeans all day and have had 
several comments from fellow riders 
on how great they look. The nice 
snug ankle fit is perfect for when you 
put on a pair of casual boots, as there 
is no stuffing required to gain a nice 
neat and comfortable look. 

They have external zippers for 
when you want to remove the armour 
from the knees, which is handy when 
you arrive at the office as you can 
easily whip out the inserts so they 
look and feel like regular jeans; 
except it’s not quite that easy 

because the zip toggles are so 
tiny that it is quite a faff to 
do as they are tricky to grip 
– and the zips don’t run as 
cleanly as I would like. 

They pack CE AA 
certification for safety; yes 

there are AAA jeans available 
these days, but personally I am 
happy to sacrifice that extra A for the 
exceptional comfort and fit these 
jeans offer. 

The Knox Micro-Lock armour is  
CE Level 1 at both the knee and hip. 
Level 2 would obviously be 
preferable, but the quality of these 
jeans has been excellent so far, with 
all belt loops holding up to the strain 
of the pull and wiggle that most 
ladies will be familiar with when you 
get a great-fitting pair of jeans. 
Overall, they jeans have become my 
absolute favourites this year.

Tested by  
Ben Clarke for  
two months
I’ve always operated 
on the assumption that 

if I still feel ropey the morning after,  
I shouldn’t ride. And even then, 
because of various horror stories I’ve 
heard over the years, I feel a twinge 
of panic every time I pass a police car 
if I’ve had a drink in the past 24 hours.

This incredibly simple little 
machine uses the same sensor as 
the police (but smaller) to take the 
guess work out of the equation. You 
slide the unit open like one of those 
natty phones from the Matrix 
franchise, push a plastic blow tube 
into the hole at the base and puff 
until it tells you to stop.

Readings are tailored to the limit 
you set and give a number (in mg/L) 

and the screen lights up 
red (over), amber 
(alcohol present but 
under limit), or green (low or no 
alcohol detected) to make things 
even simpler.

I used the Excel the morning after 
my 40th birthday party and blew an 

amber at 8.30 the following morning 
and was back to green by 10am, 
which tallied with how I felt. If I blew 
green but still felt ill, I wouldn’t ride, 
but at least I’d know I could set off as 
soon as I felt right.

Installation in your helmet is 
straightforward, and once paired via 
Bluetooth, every power-up is met 
with chimes and the system’s ‘Phone 
connected’ prompt.

You can also connect it directly to 
your satnav if you prefer not to use 
your smartphone, or to a CarPlay 
system that mirrors what you might 
use in your car. However, the 4X has 
only two connection channels, so you 
can pair your phone and CarPlay, or 
your phone and a satnav, but not all 
three at once. Other intercoms do 
allow for more connections. If there’s 
no phone signal, I switch over to my 
Garmin, then back to Google Maps or 
Calimoto via CarPlay when available.

You can speak with four other 
riders within a 1.2km (0.75-mile) 
range, while some rivals offer group 
connections up to 5km (3.1 miles). It 
also supports universal connectivity 

with other leading intercom brands 
which is handy.

The unit mounts on the outside of 
your helmet and has stood up to 
all-weather use – heavy rain, intense 
sun, freezing temperatures, mud, and 
dust. The 40mm JBL speakers 
deliver powerful, clear audio so you 
can enjoy music, even with earplugs 
in. You can also preset up to six radio 
stations as standard.

Charging takes about two hours  
for 13 hours of talk time while a quick 
20-minute charge on the go provides 
roughly two hours on the road. 
Charging is easy: Just unclip the main 
unit from its base, leaving the rest 
attached to your helmet.

One drawback is the buttons, which 
can be tricky to find and press with 
gloves on - though not everyone 
shares this issue. Powering on or off 
requires pressing two buttons …while the base stays on the bike

+

PROS & CONS

Easy to set up, great sound, 
hands-free voice commands

Controls can be tricky to use 
when wearing gloves–

Unclip the unit for charging up…

MCN rating  
www.cardosystems.com

MCN rating  
www.motoclean.co.uk

MCN rating  
www.planet-knox.com

‘Planet-friendly clean’

‘The perfect 
flattering fit’

‘Remove the 
guesswork’

MCN rating  
alcosense.co.uk
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simultaneously until you hear the 
prompt. There are different combo 
presses for music, track skipping, and 
answering calls, but with a little bit of 
practice, these become far more 
manageable.

The Cardo app also lets you tweak 
the unit settings, including speed 
dials. Call quality is clear, the mic 
deals well with wind noise and I also 
use it to record notes or video 
commentary on my phone.

2400 
miles 
ON TEST

6
months

ON TEST

Top marks all 
round for TCX

TCX RT Race Pro boots £319

Tested by Nye Davis 
for six months
TCX’s RT Race Pro 
boots have been 
around for some years 

now, but they’re every bit as relevant 
today, pulling off the near-impossible 
trifecta of strong support, all-day 
comfort, and excellent peg feel.

This year I’ve been glad to slip into 
the RTs for the odd road tootle, 
several track spins, and even a 

couple of (slow-speed) tumbles – 
and in every scenario they’ve been 
rock-solid companions.

Despite the racy appearance, you 
can (and I have) kept them on all day. 
They’re genuinely comfortable 
straight out of the box. The lining is 
as plush as lining comes, the insole 
has plenty of cushioning, and yet 
there’s no compromise on protection 
– with TCX deploying dual-density 
foam and a flex-control outer 

element to keep your lower limbs 
suitably unbroken – which I have no 
doubts about their ability to achieve.

They’re also packed with neat 
touches. The zip-and-ratchet closure 
works flawlessly, the toe sliders are 
easily replaced, and the inner calf 
panel gets a soft suede finish that 
gives superb grip with little chance 
of marking your pride and joy. 
MCN rating  
www.tcxboots.com

‘Simply superb in every single way’

AA rated gear and the fit is spot on

Chat and more when you are on the move


