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Tested by Mike Armitage for 18 
month, 2000 miles
Fabulously light? 
Amazing vents? Racy 
little spoiler? Jazzy 
interior? Yes, to all of it. 

The carbon composite X-803 is X-lite’s 
‘pure racing helmet’, as used by WSB 
and MotoGP types. I first used it on a 
blisteringly hot July trackday and was 
delighted by its ability to stop my bonce 
turning into a clammy beetroot. Best 
track hat that I’ve used? I reckon.

But what makes the X-803 stand out 
is that it also works as a day-to-day 
road helmet. The quick-wicking liners 
of some race lids can become scratchy 
and irritating, but the ‘innovative 
netting’ and quality materials of 
the quick-release cheek pads and 
pleasingly bold lining mean it stays 

comfortable on long days. Sure, you 
don’t quite get the sumptuous luxury 
of some touring helmets but, a lack of 
fatigue from the light weight (1310g 
but feels less) is a pleasing payoff, and 
visor swaps are breezy. It’s backed by 
a five-year warranty and there’s more 
good news: officially it’s £430, but 
online it’s just £325 – and non-carbon 
X-803s can be found for £200. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.motogear.co.uk

18 
MONTHS

The interior 
does a great 
job of keeping 
you cool

‘Incredible on both 
track and road’

Tested by Michael Neeves for three  
years, 10,000 miles
So good I’ve reviewed them twice 
– the first was just over 12 months 
ago when they’d already put in 
nearly two years and 5000 miles of 

hard, unflinching service, keeping my size nines 
warm and dry. Now I’ve doubled the mileage 
having worn them on just about 
every cold and wet road test 
we’ve been able to do since. 
They’re still not pretty, but 
they’re not supposed to be 
and instead they’re bombproof 
and get more comfortable with 
age. Reassuringly thick and sturdy, 
there’s no sign of the armoured leather uppers 
or rubber soles wearing out any time soon and 
they’re still completely waterproof, easy to slip on 
and off and are nicer to spend time with than they 
have any right to be. Full list price is high, but you 
can find them for half that online, which makes 
them great value for a boot that’ll last a lifetime.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

10K 
MILES

X-lite X-803 Ultra Carbon £429.99

Alpinestars Patron 
Gore-Tex boots £279.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Ali Silcox  
for five years
This upright pump works on my 
push-bike, scooter, motorbike 
and car. It has a two-headed 
valve, for both Schrader and 
Presta fitments, and is easy to 
clip onto the tyre valve. There’s 
a large, clear dial indicating the 
pressure in both psi and bar, and 
it seems accurate – that said, 
I always double check. After 
more than five years of use, is 
showing few signs of wear. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.halfords.com

Topeak Joe Blow 
Sport III £34.99

‘No sign of wearing 
out anytime soon’

Motul Shine and  
Go £9.49 (400ml)
A finishing product or, if you’ve 
been out on a summer’s day, it’s 
a nice once-over. I get 20 uses 
out of it each bottle. 
Jon Pickett, Havant

Bilt Hamber Auto 
Foam £16.95  
(5 litres)
I like this pre-wash 
because it actually does 
the job it says it’s going to. 
Will Green, Lincoln

Tru-Tension 
Monkey Juice £9 
(1 litre)
This cleaner foams nicely 
and leaves all your metal- 
work looking immaculate. 
Joshua Cherry, Brackley 

S100 Total 
Cleaner + £14.99 
(1 litre)
This is basically 
‘motorcycle preservative’ 
in a handy bottle. 
Jon Ashley, Manchester

EZ Car Care Citrus Wash £9 (500ml)
I first used EZ polish, which was every bit as good 
as Autoglym. Thought I’d try their pre-wash and 
it’s brilliant. You can mix it depending on level of 
degreasing required. Martin Poll, Downpatrick

CLEANING 
PRODUCTS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Ben Clarke for 12  
months, 2500 miles
These trousers from T.ur 
(the adventurous arm of 
Tucano Urbano) are some 
of the most comfortable 

I’ve worn. Every surface that touches 
your skin is soft and smooth, whether 

you’re running the thermal liner 
in the cold or just the outer in the 
warm. The knees are reinforced 
with abrasion-resistant material 
on the outside but where the 

inside of your knees touch the 
bike they have a soft leather panel. 

Safety-wise, the trousers are CE rated 
to an A standard (the entry level) under 
prEN17092. Level 2 D3O armour is 
included at the knee, but disappointingly 
hip protectors aren’t included – there 
are just empty pockets for them. The 
laminate Cordura waterproofing is 
exceptional and has never let me down. 
I’ve used these in all conditions from a 
heatwave to a hard frost and they took it 
all in their stride with extreme comfort. 
It’s a shame that the hip armour isn’t 
included at this price point, which has 
cost them a star for value.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.t-ur.com/en/

‘Tough but so 
comfortable’

2500 
MILES

T.ur P-Zero trousers 
£299.99

Quad Lock mount £77.90

A lack of hip 
armour is the  
only drawback

Tested by Richard Newland for  
five months
Having managed to sneak 
five bikes into my garage, 
making sure they stay 
ready to fire can be a 

battle, but the OptiMATE 6 is helping 
me win – effortlessly. It’ll automatically 
charge every size and sort of battery 
other than lithium ones, meaning that 
my mix of big and small, lead acid, AGM 
and gel batteries can all be plugged 
in without fear. It’ll cope with my cars 
and mower, too. Unless you’re a lithium 

lover, this is the only charger you’ll 
ever need. Plug it in (using the provided 
plug’n’play connector or clips) and 
let it do its thing. It’s recovered one 
battery that wouldn’t crank over to the 
point that it feels new again (saving me 
£64) and maintained all the others in 
tip-top condition. Invaluable, especially 
in winter and through lockdowns. Not 
cheap, but once you’ve suffered the 
ignominy of replacing two batteries you 
let die, it’s already paid for itself. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Contact www.motohaus.com

‘A one-stop charging station’

FIVE 
MONTHS

Tested by Michael Guy for two years,  
18,000 miles
When you’re attaching your latest 
big-money smartphone to a bike’s 
bars you need to be 
confident it’s going 

to stay put. Quad Lock’s system 
includes a neat and adjustable 
mount (£39.95) that fits to your 
handlebars. Your phone goes into 
a specific Quad Lock case (£22.95), 
which has a recess in the back that 
locks onto the mount with a 90° turn. There’s 
also an optional waterproof cover (£19.95) which 
keeps the worst of the weather off. Buy all three 
parts together and the bundle costs £77.90 – 
not cheap, but in two years of use it has been 
faultless. Plus it’s an awful lot cheaper than 
having to buy a new phone when yours falls off.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.quadlockcaase.co.uk

‘Simple and sturdy’

18,000 
MILES

OptiMATE 6 Ampmatic battery charger £114.99

+

PROS & CONS

Great venting and very 
comfortable

No drop-down sun visor 
to stop the glare–


