
ESSENTIAL KIT

Tested by Simon Relph for 12  
months/ 3000 miles
Shoei have not kept their finest 
helmet technology for the likes 
of Marc Marquez and the high-
speed world of MotoGP. Far from 

it, in fact… the design bods have gone to town 
on their off-road VFX-WR, and I am not just 
referring to the sharp exterior, which is cool 
looking to say the least – the lid also benefits 
from new technology, comfort, and safety. 

Underneath the very angular organic 
fibre, multi-composite exterior, Shoei have 
squirrelled away some great safety features 
including MEDS (Motion Energy Distribution 
System), an inner layer that helps reduce 
rotational energy being transferred to the 
brain in an accident. I am quite happy to say I 
have not put this to the test, but it is reassuring 
to know it’s there. There is also the EQRS 
(Emergency Quick Release System) – another 
good-to-have feature, knowing your helmet 
can be removed with reduced interference 
to the head and neck by removing the cheek 

pads. While we are talking lining, it’s very 
comfortable and easy to remove and wash 
after (if you are like me) sweating your cobs 
off green-laning. The chinstrap uses double 
D-rings which are very secure but just a little 
too small for me to put my index finger through 
to help pull the helmet on. 

The helmet offers great visibility and so far 
I have found there is good clearance for most 
makes of goggles. On the subject of goggles, 
most manufacturers have added thin silicone 
strips to the back of the straps to prevent the 
goggles sliding around on the paintwork on the 
back of the helmet. Shoei have gone the extra 
mile with the VFX-WR with what look like two 
aerodynamic ridges around the side and back 
of the helmet to prevent the strap from riding 
up or dropping down. 

Riding off road can be hot work, especially 
in summer. To get around this there are two air 
intakes at the peak, three below the peak and 
the main mouth/nose intake. At first glance 
this appears to be just a metal gauze, but when 
you remove the screw at the top of the cover, 

it can be pulled forward revealing a fine 
filter to help stop fine particles (the 
filter can be removed and cleaned). 

With all this air coming in, there are 
also plenty of vents to let it out at the 
back, two on the top, four at the rear 
(two top, two bottom) and if that’s not 
enough there are two side vents and a 
neck outlet. The extreme ventilation 
means it’s also more noisy, too – and 
I noticed that I could hear my exhaust 
note more clearly compared to when I 
am wearing a road-biased helmet.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.shoeiassured.co.uk

SIX 
MONTHS

‘Great visibility and design’
Shoei VFX-WR Allegiant TC1 £549.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Michael Neeves for six  
months / 5000 miles
I’ve been using this jacket for 
road testing and launch duties 
over the winter and it’s seen its 
fair share of grubby weather 

during that time. The worst was a two-day 
sodden adventure on Suzuki’s GSX-1000GT 
in Scotland and a five-day trip on the Triumph 
Tiger Sport 660 in the company of storms 
Eunice, Franklin and Dudley. 

It’s done exactly what Tucano Urbano said it 
would and kept me warm and dry. Better 
still, I like the way it’s fitted opposed to a 
frumpy, adventure-style jacket, so you 
can wear it comfortably off the bike, too. 
EN 13594:2015 certified (A-rated)

and reasonably priced compared to 
the competition, the jacket is well made 
and features a wind- and water-resistant 
polyamide shell with a removable winter 
collar, shoulder and elbow armour, fold-out 
reflective cuff strips and lots of handy internal 
and outer pockets. The polyester quilted inner 
jacket can be removed, and I often wear it by 
itself or under other riding kit. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.tucanourbano.com

‘It saw off five 
stormy days’

Tucano Urbano Gulliver  
2G Jacket £249.99

Forcefield Tech 3  
Balaclava £24.99

Slick styling 
and a great 
inner jacket

Tested by Justin Hayzelden for 18 
months/17,000 miles
I upgraded to the Rider 550 
with the primary intention 
of navigating my own 
custom routes and 

logging where I’ve been – and for 
that it works very well indeed. 
The unit itself is well designed and 
rugged (proven through my own butter-
fingered drop testing) and comes with an 
easy-to-install RAM mount. Thanks to the 
fused holder you can run power straight 
from the battery, making wiring it up a cinch. 

The display is a delight to behold, showing 
information clearly, and the menu is intuitive. 
Built-in WiFi makes map updates simple and 

the connectivity means that routes you 
create on your smartphone or desktop 
via the TomTom apps are easily 
accessible. Where it does fall down is 
on location accuracy from postcodes 
and a tenuous-at-best Bluetooth 

connection to the latest iOS devices  
(I have to run my iPhone 11 as a WiFi hotspot  
to remain connected for traffic etc).
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.tomtom.com

‘Well designed and rugged’

12 
YEARS

Tested by Emma Franklin for two months
Designed as a base layer, the 
Forcefield Tech 3 Balaclava is made 
from BeCool and Dryarn fabric 
meaning that it can be used in all 
conditions; in the cold as an extra 

draught-excluding layer, and in hot 
weather as a moisture-wicking 
element to prevent sweaty 
helmet-itus (eww). So far, I’ve 
only used it in cold weather and 
it definitely provides a bit more 
warmth and comfort for your face 
and head. It’s extremely thin, so slots 
easily under all but my tightest-fitting of lids, plus 
it’s been constructed with flat seams so doesn’t 
leave pressure marks on your face. As someone 
with a lot of hair, it makes getting my helmet on 
and off much easier. I’ll be keen to wear it on track 
this summer to see how it fares.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.forecfieldbodyarmour.com

‘Easy-on lids for 
big-hair riders’

600 
MILES

TomTom Rider 550 Sat Nav £399.99

+

PROS & CONS

Fantastic design and extremely 
comfortable on the bike

Double-D loops are too  
small for my finger–

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?

A fine filter sits behind the gauze

The Shoei is 
packed with 
safety tech

Secure but 
the rings are 
a bit small

Tested by Ben Clarke  
for 6 months
This re-proofing spray 
from Muc-Off is just the 
thing if you’ve pulled your 
trusty waterproof kit out 
after a long, hot summer 
only to discover it’s not 
quite so trusty as it used to 
be. Simply spray a liberal 
coating over a clean, damp 
garment and leave it to dry 
overnight. Water will now 
bead up on the new layer 
of Muc-Off rather than the 
surface of your kit and keep 
you dry. I used almost the 
whole bottle on my textile 
two-piece but it’s lasted 
well and is much cheaper 
than heading out for new kit.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.muc-off.com

Muc-Off Rain  
Shield £9.99

12 
MONTHS

Givi V46N Top Case £185

‘Supremely  
functional’
Tested by Justin Hayzelden for 12 

years/150,000 miles
This Givi V46 top case may well 
be the most practical, durable and 
best value accessory that I have 
ever bought for a motorcycle. The 

cavernous 46-litre interior is big 
enough to take two full-face 
helmets, a couple of bags of 
shopping or a two-person 
tent plus camping kit with 
ease – all of which it’s done 
on more occasions than I care 
to remember. It’s never leaked, 
whether subjected to the very worst of motorway 
spray or left overnight in torrential rain, and has 
proved to be as tough as old boots on those rare 
unexpected trips along the tarmac. Not only is it 
supremely functional, but it looks good, too, and 
I really like the fact that Givi do a comprehensive 
list of spares if needed – lenses, locks, trims etc – 
and even extras such as a luggage rack, stop light 
and backrest. I never leave home without it.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.givi.co.uk
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The finish and styling are second to none

17,000 
MILES


