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Tested by Gareth Evans for more 
than eight months 
My only issue with these 
incredibly solidly built 
(and somewhat pricey) 
paddock stands is that it 
took a real shove to get 

the two constituent metal tubes with 
plastic bungs to push together before 
using them. They come flat-packed 
in two parts and to make the finished 
item you see here I needed to put all of 
my bodyweight towards pushing the 
two bits together. 

Once I’d figured that out they 
became an absolute joy to have in 
the garage, and the Triumph Trident 
660 has spent most of its stationary 
moments up in the air. Sure, it’s useful 
for chain maintenance and the fitment 
of parts, but it also takes up less space 

than a bike on a sidestand, and I reckon 
it looks bloody cool too. 

The black powder-coated finish 
has lasted well with no marks at all 
after the best part of year of use on my 
concrete garage floor, and I find the 
stands easy to place on the Triumph-
provided cotton reels at the back, 
while the front pins locate beautifully 
under the forks. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
www.rg-racing.com 

EIGHT 
MONTHS

Both wheels 
off the deck 
and it’s all 
stable

‘Both wheels up and 
totally secure, too’

Tested by Ben Clarke for 2000 miles 
/six months
I have been using this CE Level 2 
back protector coupled with an 
additional CE Level 1 Micro-Lock 
chest protector (£39.99) on road 

and track and I cannot find a single thing to 
complain about. The interlocking plate design of 
the back protector allows it to flex with your spine 
so that you retain a full range of motion. 
It fastens securely around the 
kidneys and has a set of braces over 
the top to make sure it doesn’t slide 
down inside your leathers. If, like 
me, your leathers have mysteriously 
shrunk during coronavirus, you will 
notice the added bulk of the protector 
and you may struggle to fit it under a very snug 
suit. The chest protector attaches simply to the 
braces with Velcro and is held in place inside your 
suit. Even on a roasting hot trackday this summer 
I didn’t feel any hotter than I would anyway in 
leathers as the kit is all vented to allow air flow. 
For the quality and the peace of mind, I think the 
price is entirely reasonable. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
www.planet-knox.com

2000 
MILES

R&G Paddock Stands (front and rear) £169.99 for both 

Knox Aegis 9 back 
protector £139.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Dan Sutherland for 1000 
miles/five months
These are light, well-finished and come with 
knuckle protection and a visor wipe. The cuff 
is just long enough to tuck over tight jackets 
and thin enough to tuck into the sleeves of 
others, too. Unfortunately, they  
did let themselves down during 
a three-day ride of the Scottish 
NC500. Heavy rain left my 
hands soaked. Whether this 
was water entering from the 
cuff, or leaks elsewhere  
is unclear.
Quality  
★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
Value  
★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
spadaclothing.co.uk

Spada Shadow £59.99

‘Ultimate protection 
at a reasonable price’

RST Frontier CE 
£69.99
They’ve been warm enough 
on colder rides but can 
leave a bit of skin exposed 
at the base of your trousers. 
Josh Gibson, Lincoln

Forma Adventure 
Low £144.99*
I have used these for years 
for trips around Europe and 
in Morocco. They’re all-day 
comfortable on and off the 
bike. Rob Dickson, Bures

TCX Explorer Evo 
Gore-Tex £100*
Worn at -3°C in Scotland and 
39°C in Spain, they have been 
used in torrential rain and 
have never leaked. Damian 
McAfee, Hillsborough

RST Paragon 2 
£119.99
I crashed in mine and slid, 
but they’re still going strong 
despite a scuff on the toe. 
Absolute bargain. 
Steve Ozouf, Jersey

TCX GTX SP-Master £149.99*
Great fit, great quality at an incredible price point 
for Gore-Tex. They offer good protection in an 
uncomplicated but sporty boot. All day long 
comfy. Jon Ashley, Manchester

SUB-£150 BOOTS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Saffron Wilson for 1200 
miles/six months
If you’re riding this winter, 
heated gloves are a must-
have, and this pair has 
three heat settings which 

aren’t overpowering – it feels like you 
don’t get cold rather than accidently 
touching the hob. Adjusting the temp 
is easy too with buttons on the back of 
the hands and a colour-coded system. 
Admittedly they’re a little difficult to 
turn on with a hand on the throttle, 
but if you’re changing temp, it’s a quick 
click. If you get caught in a rainstorm, 
the Hipora waterproof membrane and 
Ballistic Spandex outer shell keep you 
comfortable even if it’s not icy out, 
although during a heavy downpour  
I got slightly damp.

One thing to note is you’ll need to buy 
accessories separately. Available battery 
packs fit into pockets on the gloves 
(heavy, but aren’t as cumbersome as 
you’d think), or you can connect to the 
bike via the supplied lead. And if you’ve 
already got a Keis jacket, you can plug in 
there, too - which is, er, handy. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.keisapparel.com

‘I’ve never been  
so happy on  
cold rides!’

1200 
MILES

Keis G701 heated 
gloves £195

Litelok Core Moto £179.99

Plug in and play 
without getting 
cold hands

Tested by Richard Newland for two 
months/900 miles
I’ve been wearing Arai’s 
Tour-X range for years, 
and while this LS2 isn’t 
quite as plush, it’s getting 

on for half the price – for a carbon lid. 
The wide weave carbon is great quality, 
and inside there’s a multi-density EPS 
which is very well vented, making this a 
perfect helmet for summer and green-
laning, when you might otherwise get 
a bit too warm. In the depths of winter, 
though, it’s positively chilly as there’s a 

lot of airflow regardless of having the 
vents shut. That airflow is noisy, too. I 
ride with earplugs, but after 150 fast 
miles in the saddle, the persistent noise 
does start to tire you. On shorter hops 
at slower speeds, though – it’s great. 
The Pinlock visor is class, the drop-
down visor equally so, and the double 
D-ring fastener secure (with a nice 
release tab). A great quality helmet – 
but I wouldn’t use it on a high-mileage 
tour with lots of fast road miles. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.ls2helmets.com

‘A brilliant, breezy performer’

900 
MILES

Tested by Laura Thomson for one month
The Litelok Core Moto balances 
security (the hardened aerospace 
grade steel exoskeleton and high-
tensile steel core 
achieving Sold 

Secure Motorcycle Gold and  
ART 3 accreditation) with low 
mass – sort of. While it may be 
lighter than other options on 
the market, the 150cm device we 
tested still weighs 3.4kg. However, 
its simplicity appeals – the circular structure 
makes it easy to thread through wheels and 
around lampposts – although its rigidity can make 
it awkward around unconventional angles. Then 
click firmly together (no key required to lock it). 
The bright orange colour ensures that it also acts 
as a highly visual deterrent to thieves.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.litelok.com

‘Simple security’ 

ONE 
MONTH

LS2 MX701 Explorer Adventure helmet £319.99

+
PROS & CONS

Rugged, stable and easy 
to locate on the bike

Not cheap and they take 
a bit of force to assemble–

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?




