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MCN staff give riding gear of all shapes and sizes a good going over. Find more at www.mcnshop.com

Daytona Evo are boots for life

Tester: Simon Relph

Time tested: 2300 miles/three months

What’s good? I rode a Yamaha 

FJR1300 in 2013, through all 

weathers, so the bike was used to getting a bit 

clarty considering all the rain we had last year. It 

was not until the last three months I decided to fit 

a Skidmarx rear hugger (better late than never). 

It’s easy enough to fit as long as you have the right 

spanners, and I could not help but appreciate the 

quality of the manufacturing that had gone into 

the brackets. As far as protection goes, it stops 

spray from the rear wheel massively and also 

stops the grime and grit getting into the shock and 

the suspension linkage, which in the long-term 

has got to be better for the bike.

What’s not? I honestly haven’t found any 

negatives. It’s all good.

Contact: www.skidmarx.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Skidmarx hugger for FJR 1300, £84.95

Tester: Tony Hoare

Time tested: Four months, 3000 miles

What’s good? There are lots of 

positives about these boots, but the 

only place I can possibly start is with the price. 

At £680 I know there will need to be a lot of plus-

points before anyone could consider splashing out 

such an amount on one pair of boots, so here goes. 

They’re amazingly comfortable, offer reassuring 

protection against impacts, awkward flexing and 

potential crushing thanks to an inner boot that’s 

made from a tough aramid/plastic mix. The sole 

is tough as hell but remains comfortable for riding 

and walking, and the ability to adjust the fit using 

Velcro straps on the inner boot and an adjuster at 

the calf means they can be worn with various kit 

combinations. Comfort is also boosted by the use 

of a Gore-Tex membrane in the inner boot, which 

remains the best option for keeping feet dry in the 

rain and not too sweaty on hot days. And, best 

of all in my opinion, I smacked them against the 

track in a recent crash and walked away, despite 

giving my feet and ankles a big enough whack to 

leave me convinced I’d broken my big toe (x-rays 

showed I hadn’t). The importers say Daytona 

boots can last some riders 15 years and a rebuild 

service is available at an extra cost, once they’re 

showing signs of wear.

What’s not? It’s hard to get away from the price 

when there are highly protective and comfortable 

motorcycle boots available for a third of the cost. 

Contact: www.tranam.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Daytona Evo Voltex GTX 
boots, £679.99Tony’s like a cat, pre-

ferring to land on his 

feet in a crash. Luckily, 

these boots saved him 

from fractures 

DETAILS:
1. Two boots for the price 

of one (or four for the price 

of two), with an inner boot 

that’s lined with Gore-Tex 

and fastens securely with 

three Velcro straps.

2. A Velcro adjuster at 

the calf means differing 

widths are covered, or 

riders can choose whether 

to wear the boots with 

leathers or textiles.

The shin protection is

also adjustable, sitting

on a Velcro panel so it

can be repositioned to

suit the rider

Tester: Steve Hunt

Time tested: Six months/500 miles

What’s good? These big, sturdy 

goggles are very plasticky, but flexible 

and lightweight enough to feel comfortable 

without ever feeling flimsy. They arrive with 

interchangeable lenses (clear, smoke and yellow) 

and perform as decent eye-protection. They’re 

smaller and slimmer in profile than most standard 

motocross goggles, so should fit most open-face 

helmets comfortably.

What’s not? As their name suggests, the styling 

of these is best described as ‘functional’. If you’re 

wanting a little more in the way of retro styling 

these are probably not the goggles for you. They 

also let in air if you haven’t firmly planted them on 

your face - this can result in teary eyes if you’re 

riding at speed.

Contact: www.davida.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Davida D4Vi9A Tactical goggles, £46
Tester: Simon Patterson

Time tested: Three months/500 miles

What’s good? RST’s top-of-the-range 

gloves are designed for track use, 

although I’ve been wearing them for my commute 

because they’re ridiculously comfortable. Made 

from soft, kangaroo leather, they give really good 

feel and finger dexterity. Carbon fibre on the 

knuckles, palm and, importantly, the scaphoid, as 

well as reinforcement on the fingers mean they 

feel like they could take a beating.

What’s not? There’s a hole in them. It’s not huge, 

but the stitching has come undone along the little 

finger on one side of the glove. I have sent the 

gloves back to RST for further investigation, but 

it doesn’t fill me with confidence as to how well 

they’d hold together in a crash if everyday riding 

is enough to split the seams.

Contact: www.rst-moto.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

RST Pro Series CPX-C gloves, £89.99
Tester: Andy Downes

Time tested: One year

What’s good? This is my default 

toolkit when I am venturing any 

further afield than my regular commute. The Cruz 

Econokit2 has 10mm and 12mm combination 

spanners, an adjustable spanner, spark plug 

remover, Allen keys, a 6-in-1 screwdriver, tyre 

pressure gauge, zip ties, work cloth, WD-40 

mini-bottle and mechanic’s wire. I have added a 

selection of other Allen keys, a pair of latex gloves 

and a few bits and bobs to make it even more 

useful, while the sturdy pouch keeps everything 

safely stashed. It’s better than most stock toolkits 

and costs a reasonable £35.

What’s not? There’s no C-spanner included in the 

kit, which would be a useful addition considering 

the price. 

Contact: www.venhill.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Cruz Econokit M2, £35

K IT REVI EWS
07.05.2014
WEDNESDAY

BUYING&SELLING

2

1


