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ESSENTIAL KIT

They look and 
feel the part on 
all machinery

The knee armour pouches are colour coded

THE MCN SHOWCASE

URBAN
BIKE 

JEANS
Cool strides that still pack  
a reassuring level of riding  

protection

l Overall fit and 
comfort rated

l Design, construction  
and CE scores rated
l Each pair worn for 

hundreds of real-
world miles

10 
months 

ON TEST

RATINGS
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

READ OUR LATEST IN-DEPTH KIT REVIEWS
Go online now: www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-kit

6700 
miles 
ON TEST

3
 years 
ON TEST

Bull-it Guardian 
£199.99

Hood K7 Jeans 
£189.99

Tested by Justin 
Hayzelden for 
two years
Bull-it’s top-of-
the-line jeans are 

certified to AAA and equipped 
with Level 2 RE ZRO hip and knee 
armour. The fit is on the slim side 
of straight, which helps keep the 
protectors in place, and because 
the denim is stretchy where it 
needs to be, there’s no 
concession to comfort. Knee pads 
can be removed via an external 
zip for off-bike convenience, but 
despite being jet black when new, 
the dye started to fade after a just 
few washes to make 
them look aged 
before their time.

Tested by Michael 
Guy for three years
I’ve never been a huge 
fan of armoured jeans 
because I’ve always 

questioned just how effective they 
would be in a crash, but these have 
changed my mind. For a start they 
are slim fit, which means the knee 
and hip armour stays where it 
should. The armour is by D3O and 
the stretch denim has sewn-in 
‘D-core’ thread which means they 
are AAA certified. They are 
comfortable and Hood will adjust the 
length of the jeans to 
you personally at no 
extra cost.

MCN rating  
 

bull-it.com

MCN rating  
 

Hoodjeans.co.uk

‘Fade to grey’ 

‘They’re enough to 
change my mind’

3 
months 

ON TEST

2
 years 
ON TEST

Decent safety 
and great fit

Can you spot the armour?

Roadskin Bronte 
leggings £145.99

Pando Moto Mark 
AAA £292

Tested by Ben 
Clarke for 14 
months, 4000 miles
Pando Moto’s Mark 
Black AAA sit at the 

top of the brand’s protective jeans 
range, carrying full EN 17092-2:2020 
AAA certification. They’re a 
reinforced, lined construction using 
12oz Cordura Comfort-Stretch 
denim with Coolmax and Balistex, 
and come fitted as standard with  
EN 1621-1:2012 Level 1 D3O Ghost 
armour at the knees and hips. 
The armour is exceptionally 
low profile – I’ve left the hip 
protectors in, which I don’t 
always do – and once on the 
bike you can barely tell it’s 
there, although you can feel 
a little bulk from the lining.

They feel heavy in the hand, yet in 
the riding position they’re 
impressively comfortable, even over 
eight- or nine-hour days, with no 
bunching behind the knees. A 
crescent-shaped crotch panel 
removes pressure from inner-leg 
seams and genuinely helps on long, 
sweaty rides. Off the bike, especially 
in warm weather, they can feel hot 
and a bit sticky, but zipped thigh 

vents hidden by the cargo 
pockets flow a noticeable 
amount of air when 
opened.

Construction quality is 
excellent, with no fraying 

after 4000 miles, and 
practical touches include generous 

cargo storage and adjustable knee 
armour. At £292 they’re premium-
priced and there are cheaper AAA 
options, but the combination of 
top-level abrasion resistance, subtle 
armour and long-distance comfort 
makes them feel like a serious, 
long-term investment.

Tested by Saffron 
Wilson for two years
A pair of flattering 
motorcycle leggings? 
That elusive 

partnership doesn’t come around 
very often when you’re my shape. 
Although I prefer jeans, I make an 
exception for these. 

Firstly, they are certified to AA, 
lined with Kevlar and aren’t bulky, 
lumpy or bumpy even with the  
Level 2 armour in the specialised 
pockets. The knee pockets are  
height adjustable, although I’ve  
never needed to make any changes. 

They’re made from a thick 
material with soft fabric inside for 
comfort, so I find them great for the 
non-sweltering summer days when  
I don’t want to wear anything too 
bulky. And with the high-rise waist 

and zip to attach to a jacket, you 
don’t have to deal with the breeze 
around your kidneys either. 

They are true to size, and despite 
being tall the regular leg fits me 
well. The only disappointment was 
the elastic at the bottom of the leg. 
Designed to go around the foot 

inside your boot to stop the leg 
riding up, I found it far too long for 
purpose and therefore it didn’t stay 
put and in the long-term, I think  
that I’ll be taking a pair of  
scissors to the elastic. 

MCN rating  
pandomoto.com

‘Jeans for life’

‘Leggings but 
AA-rated’

MCN rating  
roadskin.co.uk

4000 
miles 
ON TEST

‘Perfect for urban rides’
Alpinestars Acteon trousers £189.99

Tested by  
Carl Stevens for  
10 months
Throughout the 
summer months, 

casual riding jeans and trousers are 
my absolute go-to, especially when 
there’s time to be spent both and off 
the bike. And for urban riding or 
shorter stints in the saddle, these 
Acteon trousers from Alpinestars 
have been a worthy addition to my 
wardrobe thanks to them being a 
comfortable, easy-to-stick-on set of 
trousers that feel comfortable on the 
bike, with a sleek casual appearance 
when strolling around.

That’s because they have the feel 
of a functional cargo pant but with a 
nice modern cut, and look smart 
when paired with a range of riding 
shoes and jackets. As far as comfort 
goes, the Acteons are supreme.

Constructed with polycotton  
and with stretch materials in all the 
right places, the knee protection can 
be moved between three positions, 
the waist size is adjustable via a 
Velcro section and the bottom of the 
legs have a zipper to ease the 
on-and-off process too.

One of the things I love about the 
Acteons is the amount of pockets on 
offer, and the variation of placement 
and size too. Alongside the zipped 
front pockets are two sizeable 
cargo-style side pockets, with an 
additional Velcro pocket on the 
left-hand side which is ideal for 
holding essentials that need to be 
accessed quickly, and with gloves on. 
You can easily fit a wallet, phone, keys 
and more, without ever having to dive 
into the pockets of your riding jacket 
or rucksack.

They’re built for warmer climes so 

the inner lining is constructed from 
mesh and offers a welcome level of 
breathability, and thanks to the 
construction, they barely feel like a 
riding trouser at all.

However, it’s for that reason that 
the Acteon trousers lose marks;  the 
modest level of protection. The 
Acteon trousers are CE certified to 
Class A, which is the minimum 
necessary degree of protection from 
impact and abrasion, and pretty low 
should the worst happen on the road. 
Because of the casual look and the 
comfort, there isn’t a great deal of 
armour on offer either, with the only 
protection coming in the form of 
Nucleon Flex Plus Knee Protectors.

Although their adjustability and 
suppleness makes them feel like 
they’re almost hidden, they are only 
approved to Level 1 for protection. 

As you might imagine, they aren’t Plenty of places to stash essentials

+

PROS & CONS

Incredibly comfortable  
with good ventilation

They could do with  
greater protection–

Had a big lunch? Expand the waist

MCN rating  
www.alpinestars.com

great for getting caught in rain either.
But then again, they’re built for 

comfort, style and those shorter 
urban rides when the sun is shining 
– and for that, they absolutely excel. 
Although they haven’t been crashed 
in (touch wood!) they’ve endured 
many miles both on the road and the 
dirt, been washed multiple times and 
they still look brand new, and have 
held up impressively well to ten 
months of regular wear.

Comfortable  
with armour that  
stays in position

Roadskin Spencer 
Jeans £219.99

Tested by  
Robin Kirkley for 
three months
Now that I’m done with 
the thermals and 

textiles I wore through winter, I was 
on the look out for a strong but comfy 
pair of riding jeans I could spend the 
warmer season with. These Spencer 
jeans from Roadskin arrived at the 
perfect moment with promising-
looking spec: AAA certified with 
Level 2 Rheon hip and knee armour. 

They’re triple stitched on all main 
seams for decent protection but 
stretchy enough to go over my various 
boots and have a hem cuff that can 
easily be turned up for that retro 
vintage look. 

I put decent miles in on a monthly 
basis and the real test would be how 
comfortable the Roadskin jeans were 
in the saddle. 

It’s been over three months now 
and to be honest, I hardly notice that 
I’ve got super protective riding jeans 
on. They feel like my normal denim 
jeans, just a bit heavier due to the 
composition of the material and the 
armour, which incidentally doesn’t 
move around when I’m on the bike, 
unlike some riding jeans I’ve tried.
MCN rating  
www.roadskin.co.uk 

‘Strong, 
comfortable 
riding gear’


