
GET 

YOURS ATYOURS AT

GET 

YOURS ATYOURS AT

1

2

www.motorcyclenews.com

49

Tested by Tony Hoare

Time tested Nine months

What’s good? It does exactly the job it 

promises to do, to a reliable level, and 

doesn’t cost a fortune. Some people want an art 

installation when they buy a paddock stand, but I want 

it to lift my bike’s back wheel off the ground and keep 

it there without making my life any harder. It spins 

smoothly on bearings, is reassuringly solid, neatly 

welded and tidily painted, and costs £70. Job done.

What’s not? After a season’s use with a Ducati 

Monster 1200, I could find nothing to complain about.

Contact www.bikeittrade.com

Quality rating ����� Value rating �����

Tested by Rupert Paul

Time tested One year/7000 miles

What’s good? For me, getting a good fit 

with gloves is always tricky. These are 

almost perfect, and the kind of thing you can wear on 

road or track from April to October (unless it’s raining). 

The three-species leather is holding up well (there’s 

a tiny scuff on one middle finger) and I like the Knox 

armour on cuffs, knuckles and palms. 

What’s not? The Velcro strap can flop out of its 

buckle, requiring you to fiddle it back in. There’s no 

waterproofing (but then they’re not sold as such). And 

you might not like the bulk of the armour on the palm.

Contact www.nevis.uk.com

Quality rating �����Value rating �����

Tested by Andy Downes

Time tested Three months/1500 miles

What’s good? This exhaust peps my 

MT-07’s soundtrack up no end, but with 

the removable decibel killer in place it does so without 

upsetting the neighbours. Power is up by 2.6bhp, the 

power curve is noticeably better between 5000 and 

6000rpm, and it weighs 3kg less than standard. 

What’s not? This system isn’t E-marked so won’t 

pass an MoT, but there is a road-legal option as an 

alternative. It’s also hard to clean the back of the 

silencer because of its proximity to the swingarm.

Contact www.performanceparts-ltd.com

Quality rating ����� Value rating �����

QUICK
BUYING 
ADVICE

BACK
PROTECTORS

1 
Test designation 

Codes ending 2013 

have been tested 

to new standards. 

Codes ending 2003 

were tested to the 

previous standards, 

which ranked them 

by two levels – L2 is 

better than L1.

2 
What’s covered? 

An FB back 

protector (full 

back) is rated to 

protect a wider area 

than a CB (central 

back). Some prefer 

the extra movement 

allowed by a CB, but 

remember there’s 

more to protect than 

your spine.

3 
Find your level 

A ‘2’ or ‘1’ shows 

the level of 

pass. If it’s L1 it 

allowed through 18 

kilonewtons (kN) or 

less when subjected 

to a 50-joule impact. 

If it’s L2 it allowed 

through less than 

9kN in the same test.

4 
Hot stuff 

The 2013 

standard 

introduced two 

optional tests to 

replicate extreme 

climates. If a label 

shows ‘T+’ it’s also 

been subjected to the 

same tests as above, 

but it’s conditioned to 

40°C first.

5 
Cold comfort 

The second 

optional test 

is with the back 

protector conditioned 

to minus 10°C. More 

protectors meet this 

standard than meet 

the hot weather one.

6 
Fit for purpose   

Sizing info is part 

of the test. A label 

should show the size 

of back it’s designed 

to cover. It’s taken as a 

measurement in cm 

from shoulder to base 

of spine.

Lightweight Dainese back protector gives security without getting in the way 

‘Wave riding keeps me 
cool and comfortable’

Tested by Tim Thompson

Time tested Eight years/40,000 miles

What’s good? You instinctively feel that the 

thicker and denser a protector’s armour, 

the wider its coverage and the harder its 

shell, the more impact protection it will 

give. The long-running Dainese Wave Air 

goes the other way. Compared to most 

back protectors it’s extremely thin, light 

and compact. Its articulated corrugated 

shell is relatively delicate and dotted with 

perforations to flow heat away from the 

body. Contact with the back is limited to 

the perimeter padding only, with some 

60% of its area sitting away from the body 

and flowing air through a light aluminium 

honeycomb core.

I run pleasantly cool and noticeably less 

sweaty when wearing the Wave. It’s barely 

20mm deep at its thickest point so sits 

barely noticed inside jackets and leathers, 

too. It moves well, while straps are simple 

and unobtrusive. 

What’s not? Can a protector as minimalist 

as this do a proper job? The Wave Air 

carries the higher ECE Level 2 approval, 

though only for the central back area, and 

its coverage certainly isn’t as extensive as 

many modern back protectors. But if the 

definition of quality riding kit is something 

that can be worn largely unnoticed, without 

intrusion or irritation, then the Wave Air is 

pure class. It’s not stupid money either. 

Contact www.dainese.com

Quality rating �����

Value rating �����

Dainese Wave Air 
back protector, £129.99

DETAILS
1. Flexible friend

Articulated plastic 

shell allows the Wave 

to move with the rider.

2. Aluminium mesh

Lightweight honey-

comb core helps 

channel heat away.

Richa X Pro gloves, £130 Akrapovic Racing Line Carbon 
exhaust, £639

BikeIt Side Paddock Stand for single-
sided swingarms, £69.99
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