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CE categories

European safety 

standards that test 

gloves for protection 

against abrasion 

and impact, and 

gives them a rating.

Category 2 is rated to 

offer more protection 

than category 1. 

Membrane

A thin material 

that sits behind the 

leather and has pores 

that are big enough 

to allow moisture 

vapour to escape but 

are too small to let 

water droplets come 

in from the outside. 

Some are secured 

to the outer glove to 

stop them sticking to 

your hands as you 

remove the glove 

– look for Gore-Tex 

Xtra-Fit or McFit for 

this feature.

Restraints

The most common 

ways of securing 

a glove are wrist 

and cuff restraints. 

The wrist option is 

the most effective 

and the strongest 

types of wrist strap 

are those that wrap 

completely around 

the wrist or secure on 

the underside. With 

these methods, the 

strap hits the ball-like 

bone on the heel of 

the palm to stop the 

glove sliding off.

Scaphoid slider

In a crash the palm 

can grip the tarmac 

on impact while the 

rest of the rider’s 

body keeps moving 

and the momentum 

causes a broken 

scaphoid bone. 

Scaphoid sliders are 

designed to let the 

rider’s hand slide, 

reducing the risk of 

fracture.

Knuckle protection

This is included in 

the CE standard to 

check it absorbs 

or deflects impact 

energy. Take care 

that hard armour 

isn’t uncomfortable 

on your hand when 

you make a fist.

Weise Black Rain
These all leather gloves have 

long cuffs that are secured 

by double Velcro fasteners. 

There is the addition of Keprotec 

reinforcement at impact points 

plus carbon-fibre 

knuckle protectors. 

There’s also a Hipora 

membrane which is 

waterproof, windproof 

and breathable. 

Sizes: 

S-4XL 

Colours: 

Black

Contact: 

www.thekey

collection.co.uk 

Held Race-Tex 
Gore-Tex

Made from a combination 

of cow and kangaroo hides, 

these gloves have a Gore-Tex 

membrane plus plastic knuckle 

and wrist protection. There’s a 

double Velcro 

wrist/cuff closure 

and a visor wipe on 

the forefinger for rainy 

days. The gloves meet 

category 1 of the CE 

standard.

Sizes: 

7-12 

Colours: 

Black, black/white

Contact: 

www.held-uk.

co.uk

Richa WP Savage
Richa’s gloves have supple 

Pittards leather on the palm 

and are CE-approved to 

category 1, with hard knuckle 

protection and Knox scaphoid 

sliders that help avoid a broken 

wrist in a crash. They’re waterproof 

and breathable thanks to a McFit 

liner that’s bonded 

to stop it coming out 

with the rider’s hands. 

The long cuffs are 

secured with a double 

Velcro fastener.

Sizes: 

XS-2XL 

Colours: 

Black, black/white

Contact: 

www.nevis.uk.com 

£169.99

£99.99

Knox Covert
The OutDry membrane in these Knox 

gloves is bonded to the outer surface, 

repelling water at the first line of defence 

rather than once it’s soaked through the 

outer layer. The Coverts are made from 

cowhide and goatskin, which is used on 

the palm and fingertips for better feel. 

There are moulded knuckle protectors, 

and Knox scaphoid sliders on the palm. 

Sizes: S-2XL Colours: Black

Contact: www.planet-knox.com 

Alpinestars Vega Drystar 
With a Drystar membrane and warm 

Thinsulate lining, these gloves are 

more like a fully insulated winter glove 

than many here. They are approved 

to CE category 1 and are made from a 

combination of leather and neoprene. 

There’s extra padding on the wrist and 

carbon-fibre knuckle protectors, plus the 

little finger is joined to the third finger 

with a suede overlay. Not a bad price.

Sizes: S-3XL Colours: Black, black/fluro

Contact: www.alpinestars.com 

£89.99

£99.99

£64.99


