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ESSENTIAL KIT

Tested by Simon Relph, 4500 

miles, one year

This suit will be at the very top 

end of most budgets, but was 

my go-to gear all winter. I ride 

every day regardless of the weather and this 

suit kept me warm and snug in the winter 

thanks to the detachable inner liner with 

Outlast temperature regulation and 

waterproof Gore-Tex membrane. With the 

trousers and jacket zipped together, the 

outfit keeps me sheltered from the 

elements, but if it’s hot and I have to take the 

lining out, then unfortunately the Gore-Tex 

part of the suit goes with it, leaving it more 

shower-proof than water-proof. Alongside 

weather protection, it’s very well armoured 

but still remains comfortable. With five outer 

pockets, a large one at the rear for maps and 

two inner compartments, there’s plenty of 

space and a detachable collar keeps my 

neck protected. Plenty of adjustment allows 

for that perfect fit and there is ample 

ventilation. It feels well-made, but I’d prefer 

the Gore-Tex to be part of the outer suit.

Quality +�+�+�+�+ Value +�+�+�+��+

www.tranam.co.uk

Rukka Orivesi £779.99 (jacket) 
£629.99 (trousers)

every day regardless of the weather and this 

but still remains comfortable. With five outer 

pockets, a large one at the rear for maps and 
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There’ve been no 

quibbles with the 

suit’s quality

Tested by Tim Thompson, 2500 

miles, three months 

I loved those old Frank 

Thomas Paddock Boots, 

and these are 

essentially an update. 

Their problem is that 

ankle boots are always going to be a 

compromise. They’re trying to be 

normal shoes, except they’re not. 

They’re also relatively stiff, heavy and, 

with a waterproof membrane, run a bit 

hot, and they’re also trying to be real 

bike boots, except, with relatively little 

armour and ankle and lower leg 

coverage, they’re not that either. But I 

rate these. The blend between 

‘normal’ and ‘bike’ boot is about right. 

Comfort is superb yet there’s a 

reassuring torsional stiffness as well. 

Quality +�+�+�+�+��Value +�+�+�+�+

www.nevis.uk.com

Tested by Michael Neeves, 100,000 

miles, three years

Ever since I bought my first 

pair in 1988, Alpinestars 

race boots have never let 

me down. These top-of-

the-range Supertech Rs 

were revamped in 2015 with a new 

design, plastic shin-plates, soles and 

screw-in metal toe sliders. I’ve worn 

them for racing, testing, commuting and 

touring. They’re tough, durable, easy to 

get on and all-day comfy. An inner boot 

offers lateral ankle support and a hard 

rear plastic section protects your heels. 

I’ve had a few track crashes over the 

years and while I’ve managed to break 

other parts of my body, my feet have 

always remained unscathed. They are 

very expensive, but they are very good. 

Quality +�+�+�+�+��Value +�+�+�+�+

www.alpinestars.com

TCX Street Ace 
Waterproof £124.99

Alpinestars 
Supertech R £399.99
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