
44 | February 4 2026  www.motorcyclenews.com www.motorcyclenews.com  February 4 2026  |  45

ESSENTIAL KIT

Tripping 
the light... 
fantastic

Lights adjust in two directions 

THE MCN SHOWCASE

TRIED & TESTED
CRIME 

BUSTERS
Locks and more to keep  

your machine safe  
from thieves

l Lights adjust  
in two directions

l Speaker to warn 
off ne’er-do-wells

16
months

ON TEST

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

READ OUR LATEST IN-DEPTH KIT REVIEWS
Go online now: www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-kit

11
 years 
ON TEST

Two 
months

ON TEST

ABUS GRANIT 
CityChain XPlus 
1060 £189.99

Kovix KAL14 
alarmed disc lock 
£119.99

Tested by Steve 
Herbert-Mattick 
for 11 years
Chosen in 2015 to 
protect my bike on 

a European tour, at 85cm long it’s 
just enough to get around a front 
wheel and railing, is reassuringly 
expensive and a substantial-but-
rucksackable 2kg. Its built-in 
anti-tamper lock and chain 
combo use patented 10mm 
hardened steel links and the lock 
is Thatcham Cat 3 rated. In its 11 
years it’s been everywhere with 
me, still looks new,  
and has never let  
me down.

Tested by  
Joseph Wright  
for two months
You can’t beat the 
convenience of a disc 

lock, and this Kovix backs up its 
compact size with solid quality. It has 
a chunky 14mm pin, three keys and a 
120dB alarm. In daily use it’s stayed 
rust-free, and tucks under my pillion 
seat. It fits my rear brake well, 
though its subtle finish means I’ve 
tried to ride off to a shrieking 
reminder. Pricier than its Oxford 
rival, it feels tougher, but lacks  
a reminder cable and 
rechargeable battery.

MCN rating  
 

www.abus.com

MCN rating  
 

www.kovix-
security.com

Small and tough

A real Kov-enience

One 
month
ON TEST

One 
month
ON TEST

Easier to 
thread through 
the Indian’s 
front wheel

Chunky 
but light

Sold Secure Gold rating for under 
£75 from Oxford Products

Hiplok D1000 
£249.99

Litelok X1 Plus £199.99

Oxford Monster 
Disc Lock £74.99

Tested by  
Ben Clarke for  
one month
I just got my hands on 
this new version of the 

Litelok X1, which is 60mm longer 
than the standard model. The extra 
length is intended to let you lock two 
bikes together or lock through your 
bike and around an object such as a 
railing or lamppost. I’ve swapped to 

this from a Litelok X3, and the  
X1 Plus is far easier to squeeze 
through the chunky front wheel and 
disc setup of my Indian 101 Scout 
long-term test bike – before I’ve even 
considered locking to anything else.

The X1 Plus may be longer than 
the X3 I was using before, but 
because it has a skinnier shackle it 
weighs in at just over 100g less 
(1.98kg instead of 2.1kg). This isn’t 

light but is acceptable for carrying in 
a rucksack or pannier. Like the X3, 
the X1 Plus is made from Litelok’s 
Barronium (a composite that repels 
angle grinder attacks) and is Sold 
Secure Diamond approved. That 
£200 may sound like a lot for a 
D-lock but it’s worth it in my book for 
the quality and peace of mind.

Tested by  
Robin Kirkley for 
one month
Good luck to anyone 
trying to defeat this 

Oxford Monster Disc Lock in a hurry. 
It’s designed to make life supremely 
inconvenient for thieves, with an 
extended lock body that shrouds the 
11mm hardened steel alloy shackle 
once it’s locked onto the brake disc. 
This design means the Monster 
will resist cutting and 
sawing, and even using an 
angle grinder would be a 
long and difficult 
operation.

You don’t need to take 
Oxford’s word for it, either, as 
it’s met the threshold for both 
Thatcham approval and Sold Secure 
Gold (impressive at this low price 
point). But despite its heavy-duty 
credentials, the lock fits easily in my 
tank bag and could even be stored 
under the seat on bikes with a bit 

more room than mine.
The key slots easily into the lock 

barrel, which has a sliding dust cap 
to keep debris from making its 

way inside, and a quick twist 
allows the shackle to slide 
smoothly all the way out. 
This makes it easy to slot it 
into position inside the 

brake disc before sliding the 
body back into place and 

locking again (it has to go all the 
way in or it won’t lock). 

One slight grumble is that the 
casing is a bit 'plasticky' but it feels 
like it has solid underpinnings.

Tested by Charlotte 
King for one month
I wanted to try this 
D-lock as it claims to 
be angle-grinder 

resistant and, since my bike is kept 
outside on a driveway, any way to 
level up my security is definitely 
welcome. First impressions were 
that it feels well-made and very 
sturdy, even though it isn’t all that 
heavy (1.93kg). It has a nice soft 
finish to it that feels like it will 
protect your wheel paint from 
surface scratches while you are 
putting it on and taking it off. 

The thickness of the D shackle is  
a little too chunky to fit through the 
brake disc on my SV650 so I have to 
just pop it around the wheel. It comes 
with three keys to ensure that you 
can keep a couple safely aside. It 

would be extremely tough to remove 
it if you lost the keys and needed to 
try to break your own bike free. 

At £249.99, the D1000 isn’t 
exactly cheap but the price is in line 
with other Sold Secure Diamond 

standard D-locks such as the Litelok 
X1 Plus (above). You can’t put a price 
on peace of mind, but you can on a 
new bike and it’s more than £250!

MCN rating  
www.litelok.com

MCN rating  
www.oxfordproducts.com

Who says size doesn’t matter?

This Monster 
will keep your 
bike where 
you left it

It’s a tough 
customer

MCN rating  
www.hiplok.com

One  
month
ON TEST

Well-priced peace of mind
Eufy Floodlight Cam 2 Pro £220

Tested by Gareth 
Evans for 16 months
I’ve been unfair on this 
security camera in the 
past, but having lived 

with it for well over a year now, it’s an 
impressive bit of kit I don’t want to do 
without. I’m testing it because it’s an 
incredibly popular product and sells 
in huge numbers online. 

It’s a wired, 2K security camera 
with three adjustable floodlights and 
a 360‑degree horizontal field of view. 
On paper, it looks like excellent value, 
especially as it avoids one of the 
biggest frustrations in home security 
tech: subscription fees. 

Footage is stored locally on the 
camera’s 8GB internal memory, and 
it claims to hold up to 30 days of 
potential evidence based on around 
45 activations per day. That alone 
makes it stand out from many rivals.

Installation is relatively 
straightforward, but because it needs 
to be hard-wired into mains power, an 
electrician is recommended. That 
adds cost (I paid £86) and may require 
permission if you don’t own the 
building. Once installed, the unit 
connects via Wi-Fi and can be 
mounted on either a wall or ceiling, 
offering decent flexibility.

The accompanying Eufy app is 
central to the experience and, 
fortunately, is one of the S330’s 
strong points. It’s easy to use and 
offers live viewing, manual camera 
control and reliable notifications 
when movement is detected. 

Software-based human detection 
(assisted by AI) works well, reducing 
false alerts, and footage loads quickly 
when an event is triggered. The 
camera only records when motion 
sensors are activated, which is what 

keeps data use relatively low. There’s 
also two-way audio, allowing you to 
speak through the unit or trigger an 
alarm siren as a deterrent if you do 
spot a ne’er-do-well poking around. 
I’ve so far resisted the urge to  
scare my wife… 

Image quality is perfectly adequate 
rather than class-leading. The 2K 
resolution won’t impress 
videographers, but it’s more than 
sufficient for identifying people and 
monitoring activity around your home. 
The three floodlights deliver a 
combined 3000 lumens and are 
individually adjustable, making it easy 
to tailor light coverage without 
annoying neighbours by blazing light 
through their windows. 

I’ve been impressed with the build 
quality, despite online reports of 
water ingress into the perspex dome. 
Mine’s suffered nothing of the sort, Packaged like an Apple product

+

PROS & CONS

Valuable peace of mind, no 
subscription, decent app

Need an electrician to  
install into mains circuit–

Screenshot from the Eufy phone app

MCN rating  
www.eufy.com

and I’ve used it through the worst of 
all four seasons. If anything, it feels 
and looks as robust as the day I took it 
from its Apple-esque box. 

Value is at the core of the S330’s 
appeal. It’s often heavily discounted, 
available refurbished, and far cheaper 
than big name rivals like Ring and 
Google’s Nest, which can cost over 
£100 more. We hear there’s a new 
version coming soon so it’ll be 
interesting to see how much that is.


