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ESSENTIAL KIT

1000 
miles 
ON TEST

8
months

ON TEST

Two
 years 
ON TEST

Sena’s first lid 
offers top sound 
but has its flaws 

Casual style with 
all-weather capability

This is a stick-up! Printed in 
England, with 
226 sewn pages, 
and dust jacket ‘Top for tech, but heavy’

Sena Phantom Bluetooth Helmet £439 Oxford Comfy 
3-pack £16.99

Forma Swift X Fit Dry boots £149.99

The Lost Biker Stories Vol 1  £49.99

RST Tractech  
Evo 4 £349.99

Rear spoiler is nod to aero

Tested by Ben Clarke 
for one month
The Sena Phantom is 
the first helmet 
produced in-house by 

Sena, replacing the Stryker and 
arriving with a feature-rich spec 
sheet. It’s ECE 22.06 certified and 
comes with a five-year warranty, 
which is reassuring for a new player  
in the helmet market. The included 
comms system is a real highlight, 
using flagship 60S tech and delivering 
superb Harman Kardon sound quality 
with clear audio, thumping bass and 
plenty of volume, even at motorway 
speeds on a naked bike. The helmet is 
also exceptionally quiet, which helps 
with audio clarity and makes longer 
rides less fatiguing than otherwise.

Comfort is generally good, with no 
pressure points or liner irritation, and 
I was able to use it for extended 

Tested by Gareth 
Evans for 8 months
My impression of 
these boots hasn’t 
diminished since I last 

reviewed them in August, despite 
using them in conditions they’re 
clearly not meant for. Their design, 
which was new for 2025, is obviously 
aimed more at casual summer rides 
than ice-cold commutes, but alas, 
I’ve discovered hidden depths. 

You see, I don’t take another pair of 
shoes with me to the office, and so 
I’ve risked suspected water ingress 
in sudden rainstorms and low-
temperature exposure in the colder 
conditions post clock-change. I’m 
thrilled to report they’ve stood up 
flawlessly during my overly abusive 
testing regime in all respects, with 
no damp socks and warm feet too, 
thanks to their substantial design 
using thick materials. 

With reinforced heel and ankle 
protection alongside the highest CE 
certification on offer for short boots, 
these 690g kicks have been brilliant 
for my entire year’s riding. And to top 
it all off, thanks to the side zips and 
laces combining to make them a 
pleasingly snug fit, they’re so 
comfortable to walk in that I can 
wear them all day without issue. 

Reviewed by  
Adam Oldfield
When the darker 
months roll in, and 
you’re dreaming of 

next year’s rides, The Lost Biker 
Stories is the perfect companion. 
Curated by Freddie Dobbs and his 
partner Monika, this book unites 
passionate tales submitted by the 
motorcycle community, capturing 
adventures close to home and far 

afield. Stories once told between 
friends now find a wider audience, 
fostering inspiration and 
camaraderie. With accounts of epic 
rides, bikes, and friendships, 
alongside original imagery from the 
1960s-80s. This beautifully crafted 
book is an ideal coffee table addition, 
perfect for dipping into when you 
crave a touch of biking adventure.

Tested by  
Emma Franklin for 
2000 miles
For those in the 
market for a 

reassuring and flattering one-piece 
at an irresistible price, the RST 
Tractech Evo 4 is well worth a look. 
Launched in 2021, it’s recently been 
superseded by the fifth-generation 
of RST’s AAA-certified race suit (the 
Tractech Evo 5) which means there 
are tremendous deals to be had.

Made from robust-feeling cowhide, 
the Evo 4 suit felt snug from the off 
– which is precisely how a one-piece 
suit should feel for the first few 
wears – but started to break in after 
one particularly warm summer 
trackday (reminding me of the old 
wives’ tale that claimed sitting in a 
warm bath was the best way to 
break in new leathers!). 

Feeling free to move around is 
essential on a bike and fit plays a 
huge role in this. RST have nailed the 
cut of the female-specific version of 
the suit I tested. The tailoring around 
the waist, chest and hips is 
extremely flattering, whilst also 
allowing enough room to tuck into a 
racing crouch on track. Judicious use 
of four-way stretch panelling down 
the flanks, insides of the arms and 
legs, plus accordion panels at the 
back helps here too. Meanwhile, off 
the bike, the cut of the upper half is 

such that it allows you to walk 
normally, without inducing that odd 
bent-armed stoop. 

The only point that irritates is the 
collar – although low-cut, the leather 
has rubbed my neck when I’ve worn 
the suit without a turtle-necked base 
layer, and I’d much prefer a softer 
neoprene trim around the collar. 

There’s a full complement of soft 
armour, including a back protector, 
which is all rated at CE Level 1 with 
the exception of the hips which are 
the higher CE Level 2 rating. One of 
the key difference between this  
Evo 4 and the new Evo 5 is that the 
current suit’s armour is all Level 2, 
as you’d expect from an AAA-
certified race suit. 

Available in UK 8-20 – although 
some sizes have now sold out. 

Tested by Saffron 
Wilson for two years
Despite seemingly 
being the only person 
to call this neck tube 

by its brand name (to the amusement 
and sometimes frustration of my 
colleagues) the Oxford Comfy is an 
essential part of any road riding 
biker’s wardrobe. There’s no denying 
that Oxford supply this essential 
piece of kit for a great price along 
with some great designs. Bought in a 
three-pack (with separate designs on 
each), you’ll have enough to have one 
on the go while one is in your pannier 
and the third in the washing machine. 
It’s worth noting the garment 
instructions are hand wash only, but I 
haven’t had an issue sticking it in a 
load with my jeans and T-shirts like 
most of us would. But beware as this 

may have an impact on the UV 
protection. As a previous user of free 
neck tubes that often come as promo 
gifts with other purchases, the UV 
protection (UPF 17) of the Comfy is 
certainly a benefit for rides in the 
summer. And as they are seam-free, 

they are comfortable too. I did get a 
little annoyed with the tag if I put the 
garment on the wrong way round as 
it can make your face itch, but it’s 
also easily removed.

periods straight away. The lining is a 
modern, sleek material that feels fine 
against the skin, though it lacks the 
plushness of more premium brands. 

The main downside is the weight:  
at 1755g (size L with Pinlock), it’s 
noticeably heavier than other helmets 
I’ve worn recently, and it took some 
time for my neck and upper back to 
adjust to the extra mass. After 1000 
miles, I’ve got used to the heft, but it’s 
still a factor to consider.

Ventilation is a real weak point. 
Even in cold weather, I found myself 
overheating with all the vents open 
and had to crack the visor to cool 
down. The vents appear too small to 
provide enough airflow, and I expect it 
will be even more uncomfortable in 
hot weather. The internal sun visor is 
a welcome addition, but it drops at too 
steep an angle and lands on the 
bridge of my nose. It’s often steamed 

up when deployed, so I tend to put it 
straight back up. The top-of-the-head 
slider mechanism isn’t ideal either, as 
it’s tricky to operate with the visor 
open and requires raising your hand 
above your head at speed.

The visor itself is another letdown, 
with issues around misting and leaks. 
The helmet’s looks are fairly 
uninspired, and the brake-sensitive 
LED rear lights feel a bit gimmicky to 
me, though some may appreciate the 
added visibility. Build quality is hard 
to judge given Sena’s lack of helmet 
pedigree, but the five-year warranty 
is a positive sign. The battery life is 
impressive: after over 1000 miles, I’m 
still on the first charge from new.

Value is a mixed bag. £439 is a lot 
for a helmet that feels average in 
some respects, but when you factor in 
the integrated comms (a Sena 60S 
intercom alone is £339), the Phantom Rear running lights feel gimmicky

+

PROS & CONS

Superb Harman Kardon 
sound quality, comms tech

Heavier than many rivals and 
the vents are lacking–

Sound from the industry experts

MCN rating 
www.sena.com

MCN rating 
www.formaboots.com 

MCN rating 
www.thelibertatia.com

MCN rating 
www.megamotorcyclestore.co.uk 

‘These shorties aren’t just for summer’

Throttle, tales, camaraderie

‘RST nailed 
the ideal cut’

‘It’s comfy 
by nature’

MCN rating 
www.oxfordproducts.com
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RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good Average  Poor 
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starts to make financial sense. The 
integration is much neater than fitting 
a separate unit to another helmet, 
and if you’re not wedded to a premium 
brand, it’s a compelling package. 

However, if you’re after a top-tier 
sports-touring lid, the Phantom’s 
ventilation, visor and weight may 
leave you wanting more. For those 
prioritising tech and audio, it’s hard  
to fault, but it’s not a straight 
replacement for a premium helmet.

3 
Summers 

ON TEST

‘Enough posing, I’m back on track’


