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MCN staff test their riding gear to destruction – so that you know which products deserve your cash

24 hours in an Arai Rebel…

Tester: Richard Newland

Miles/time: 7500/30 months

What’s good: Made famous by the 

Ewan and Charley show – but don’t let that put 

you off – the Tour-X3 is a real cross-over helmet, 

treading the line with impressive neutrality 

between a full-on road lid, and a full-face 

motocross one. The lining is usefully removable 

and washable, and the large interchangeable 

visors boast Pinlock and a good enough seal to 

keep the water on the outside when the heavens 

are dumping. The choice of visors means you 

never need commit the faux pas of wearing 

sunglasses beneath a clear visor, and the peak 

keeps direct sunlight from your eyes. 

What’s not: My only major grumble is the visor 

mechanism, which requires you to remove four 

plastic screws, muck about with the visor, the 

peak, and the side panel all at the same time. And 

that’s all assuming you’re carrying something to 

use as a screwdriver (like a screwdriver, ideally).

Contact: www.whyarai.co.uk 

Rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Bruce Dunn

Miles/time: 12,500/three years

What’s good: This is the most 

comfortable race suit I’ve ever had. Some of 

the road tests we do on MCN involve us having 

to wear leathers for hours, often in particularly 

hot conditions, and this suit makes that almost 

bearable. Despite it being off-the-peg, people 

always ask me whether this suit was made-to-

measure, simply because of the quality of the 

hide and the way it fits. It’s been designed to 

accommodate a Spidi chest and back protector, 

which I always wear, without compromising the fit. 

The Spidi’s true test came last October when 

I lost the front on my Yamaha TZ250 at Cadwell 

Park’s Gooseneck. The suit survived with nothing 

more than a few scuffs, while I sustained no 

injuries other than a bruised ego and backside.

What’s not: The only thing that irritates about 

this suit is if it’s not stored correctly the hip body 

armour curls over and needs to be repositioned. 

Contact: www.motolegends.com 

Rating: ★★★★★

Arai Tour-X3 helmet (now the X4), 
£499.99

Spidi T2 Wind Pro Kangaroo 
one-piece suit, £1299.99

Miles/time: 3900 miles/ six weeks

Tester: Andy Davidson

What’s good? I took ownership of a 

Rebel helmet five days before I left 

the UK for a 10-day, 2600-mile trip to Slovenia 

in deepest winter. I wore it every single day, on 

one occasion for 24 hours only taking it off for 

petrol and food (find out why in a future issue). At 

no point during this epic did my head ache or feel 

uncomfortable. I was impressed. In essence the 

helmet is an Arai Quantum in disguise, instead of a 

generic design the Rebel is specifically aimed and 

styled towards owners of naked bikes. Arai has 

added a pull-down chin spoiler and chunky vents 

to compliment the look. The spoiler and chinbar 

do a fantastic job of redirecting wind blast away 

from the neck when in an upright riding position 

and both the mouth and head vents are easy to 

open in thick winter gloves. The chin vent has two 

open positions, one for venting the visor to keep 

it mist-free and the other for the face to keep you 

cool on warmer rides. When the vent is open it’s 

surprising how much air flows through without 

compromising noise levels. Better still, Arai has 

fitted its new ‘Facial Contour System’ inside the 

Rebel – essentially springy cheek pads offering a 

plush feel and snug, reassuring fit. 

What’s not? One could argue that £439.99 is 

too expensive. But for the looks, fit, feel, total 

comfort and Arai build quality included… one 

would be wrong.  

Contact: www.whyarai.co.uk. 

Rating: ★★★★★

Arai Rebel, £439.99

Tester: Andy Downes

Miles/time: 550/two weeks

What’s good: This integrated 

sponge and squeegee with fluid reservoir works 

with a wipe-and-clean action and attaches to 

your left hand over a glove. I ride all year round 

so the idea of the Visorcat intrigued me as I 

have been more than happy with a damp cloth 

stashed either in a jacket pocket or jammed 

down inside the screen. Overall I can see that 

it does the job and it certainly worked to clear 

through dried-on salt and grime. 

What’s not: The blade/sponge housing is a 

little too long so it was interfering with the way 

my hand was able to hold the left handlebar. 

Also, the way the strap tightens around my 

wrist means it fouls the Velcro fasteners on my 

gloves. A colleague was of the same opinion and 

said that it works but is perhaps not necessary 

unless you ride all day throughout winter. 

Finally, at £30 it’s far too expensive.

Contact: www.visorcat.com

Rating: ★★★★★

Visorcat wash/wipe, £30 plus 
£3.60 for 50ml of fluid

Tester: Richard Newland

Miles/time: 20,000/12 months

What’s good: Chain sprays either 

work, or they don’t. Actually, there is a third 

common option, where they sort of do work, 

but they also drive you mad. This sDoc100 stuff 

simply falls into the ‘works’ category. There’s 

a conspicuous lack of fling, leaving your chain 

coated in a rust-and-grime-repelling coating, 

whilst your back wheel, tail unit and leg remain 

as clean as they were. It can easily be removed by 

sDoc’s chain cleaner, too, for easy maintenance. 

This spray also fails to create the paste-like 

sludge of lube and road grit that infests many 

a sprocket housing, and keeps all grime well 

away from the chain itself. When you remove the 

protection with chain cleaner you have a clean 

chain – not a well-lubricated rusty and dirty one. 

This little 75ml can is small enough to carry and 

can be refilled from a 300ml (£10.99) can.

What’s not: I honesty can’t think of anything. 

Contact: www.motohaus.com 

Rating: ★★★★★

sDoc100 White Chain Spray 
75ml, £4.99
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Details
1. Vents The big chunky vents are 

smooth and easy to open in gloved hands 

and add to the aggressive aesthetics. 

2. Chin spoiler The integrated pull 

down chin spoiler does a fantastic job of 

breaking wind blast away from the neck. 

Perfect for an upright riding position.
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