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�TESTED

Tester Simon Relph

Time tested 6500 miles/six months

What’s good? My very first helmet was a Bell 

RT, back in 1981 when I started riding on the 

road – and they have certainly come on since 

then. The Bell Star was launched earlier this 

year, about the same time I took delivery of my 

Triumph Thruxton R long-term test bike and 

I’ve worn it pretty much every day since. 

Bell certainly haven’t dropped any clangers 

here. The Star works well with a naked bike, 

with very little buffeting, mostly thanks to its 

aerodynamic shape. Even on the Thruxton R 

it’s pretty quiet, so I tend only to use earplugs 

on longer journeys. 

The visor is thicker than most (about 

3mm), so there’s no rattling around. The 

mechanism pulls it backwards as it clicks into 

place, keeping it firmly down when closed 

and helping the soft rubber seal keep out 

unwanted drafts and rain.

Another really nice thing about the visor 

is its removal and replacement operation. 

Simply push in the two buttons either side of 

the helmet, raise the visor upwards, then off it 

Bell Star Helmet £399.99

Quality ����� Value �����

+

-

Great build quality, excellent all-round 

design. Nice quirky touches such as the 

magnetic end on the strap

Not really a fault with the helmet, but 

the apperture slightly obscures my 

vision since I lowered my handlebars

‘No clangers!’

Strap
Magnetic strap end is a nice 

touch that stops any excess 

flapping in the wind

Visor
This is possibly the best 

and easiest mechanism for 

visor removal and 

re-fitting

Magnetic cheekpads
Easily removed for both 

washing, and emergencies 

where the lid needs to 

be removed

RIVAL
Bell Race Star £599.99

This is the next model up on the Bell Star 
ladder, made from carbon fibre and 

featuring the Raceview orientation and 
Virus Cool Jade Power Mesh Liner, 

it’s designed for a racier 
riding position.

www.bellhelmets.com

the helmet, raise the visor upwards, then off it 

RIVAL
Bell Race Star 

RIVAL

FIVE GREAT LOCKS UNDER £55
Disc locks are your 

first line of defence 

against oportunist 

thieves. They can’t 

match a chain but 

they will make it 

harder to roll your 

bike away – and 

alarmed ones will 

draw attention. Here 

are five to consider…

Oxford Boss 
Disc Lock 
£44.99
When it comes to 

showing thieves 

who’s in charge, 

the Oxford Boss 

is one of the reigning champions. 

Plus, it’s Thatcham approved 

thanks to its hardened casing and 

unique double-locking system.

Mammoth 
Security 
Shackle Disc 
Lock £22.99
This nicely sized disc 

lock is small enough 

to be stashed under 

your seat. Thatcham approved, 

it features an 11mm hardened 

shackle, tough steel body and a 

reinforced cylinder. 

Xena XX10 
Alarm Disc 
Lock £54.99
With a 120dB 

alarm contained 

inside a robust 

stainless steel 

body, the Xena arms itself 15 

seconds after being locked and 

uses motion sensors to determine 

when it’s being tampered with.

Gear Gremlin 
Delta Chrome 
Disc Lock 
£22.99
This small and 

convenient disc 

lock gives you no 

excuse not to carry security with 

you wherever you go. The impact-

resistant chrome body features a 

push-to-close 5.5mm shackle.

Mammoth 
Heavy Duty 
Disc Lock 
£9.99
This basic 

U-shaped lock 

may be enough 

to make bike thieves think twice 

about stealing your wheels, 

especially if you use it with 

another form of security. 

6500
MILES

comes. The same goes for putting it back on. Easy-

peasey with no messing about.

Ventilation is good, which makes a big difference 

in the summer months. There is one vent above 

and one below the visor, plus an additional two 

on top both front and rear with a wire-

meshed exhaust vent at the back.

The helmet overall is very 

comfortable and well-padded 

with a liner that stays fresh 

but can also easily be 

removed for cleaning. 

The shell is constructed 

from a mix of three 

materials (Aramid 

fibres, carbon fibre 

and fibreglass) 

which keep it light 

but affordable 

compared to full 

carbon helmets. 

The chinstrap 

uses conventional 

D-ring, but uses a less 

conventional yet simple-

to-use magnetic clasp 

to stop the end of the strap 

flapping in the wind. Nice touch!

What’s not? Since I fitted a 

handlebar lowering kit to my 

Thruxton R I find my view of the 

horizon slightly obscured by the top 

of the aperture, so with this change I 

would have been better to have opted 

for the Race Star which was developed 

for this more aggressive riding position.

Contact www.bellhelmets.com




