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Oset TXP-20 is just the 
ticket for a bike-mad 
eight-year-old like Angus

Carl’s go-to jacket 
for everyday rides

Solid performer 
all year round

It’s tiny but 
very tough

‘It’s serious playtime!’
Oset TXP-20 £3695 Oxford Mondial 

Waterproof (long 
cuff) £99.99

Dainese Corso 
Abshell Pro jacket 
£299

Oxford M1R Micro Tank Bag £44.99

Nexx X.R3R 
£469.99

The Oset’s light weight and accessibility 
has really helped Angus’ riding to develop

Tested by Emma 
Franklin for 
three months
Over the past 19 years, 
Oset has become a 

byword for kids’ electric bikes and for 
good reason; the British firm’s first 
models combined excellent usability, 
high quality and accessible fun.

Launched in 2023, the TXP range 
boasts upgrades to every component 
from the brushless DC motor, battery, 
steel tubular chassis and more. Plus, 
the name ‘TXP’ indicates a new 
direction for the range – Trials Xplore 
Play – meaning it can be used as both 
a pukka trials bike as well as a more 
traditional off-roader for exploring 
trails or doing tricks in the garden.

My son Angus, eight, has been using 
the 1400W TXP-20 (intended for kids 
aged seven to nine) in its seated 
‘Xplore and Play’ mode. The comfy 

Tested by Carl 
Stevens for 
eight months
The Corso Abshell Pro 
jacket is a beautiful bit 

of kit that is perfect to sling on for a 
quick ride, whatever the weather.

Not only does it look the part but it 
feels comfortable too, with a nice 
internal fabric that is comfortable on 
your skin all day long. It’s incredibly 
light and waterproof even in seriously 
heavy rain, as are the lower pockets 
which stay nice and warm to stick 
your hands in on cooler days; yet it’s 
not too thick for warmer days either.

The detachable thermal jacket is a 
really nice touch that not only keeps 
you even warmer but is also usable 
and stylish as a standalone jacket, 
with additional pockets, too.

It’s my go-to jacket for do-it-all 
riding, but even though it’s fairly 
expensive at £299, the Corso 
Abshell Pro jacket has only achieved 
Class-A certification for protection 
– the lowest standard if the worst 
was to happen.

Alongside this, the integrated 
armour that sits in the shoulders 
and elbows are incredibly 
comfortable as mentioned, but 
they’re also quite soft and thin.

Tested by Steve 
Herbert-Mattick 
for 150 miles
Got a metal tank? 
Lucky you, as you can 

benefit from the uber-convenience of 
a magnetic tank bag. And they don’t 
come much more convenient than 
Oxford’s petit M1R.

Made from 420 ripstop nylon, 
this bag’s one-litre capacity is just 
enough for daily gubbins like your 

phone, sunglasses, wallet and a disc 
lock. The strong magnets in the base 
keep it in place at all speeds, but a 
headstock strap adds security.

A large, clear window means you 
can see your phone or satnav screen, 
but be aware if you’re charging the 
device and it’s raining as the window 
can steam up. Only the zip is water 
resistant, but it hasn’t leaked so far.

Tested by Charlotte 
King for 800 miles 
and one trackday
Getting ready to 
head out on my first 

trackday, I needed a proper race lid. 
I opted for the Nexx X.R3R as I was 
really drawn to the look of it, with 
the big rear spoiler and bold colour 
choices. I went for the orange and 
blue Glitch design because, in my 
opinion, a racing helmet should be as 
outrageously vivid as possible. The 
iridium visor and spoiler just 
complete the space-age look.

It’s proven to be very much a 
‘marmite’ helmet, with 
comments being very 
much love or hate. The 
spoiler is easily removable 
with a couple of small 
screws, but I kept it on.

It’s a really comfortable lid, 
fitting snugly with a removable 
plush interior, handy for keeping 
it clean after a sweaty ride. 
Ventilation is adequate, but the 
vents are a little fiddly to open and 
close with gloves on. The visor was 
an nightmare to change, as you 
have to push the retaining clips in 
and twist it all in one move – I ended 
up having to get a spare pair of 
hands to hold the catches.

My biggest gripe with this helmet 
is the chin strap, it’s far too long and 
the magnetic catch doesn’t work 

terribly well because it’s tucked 
away inside the shell somewhere. 
It took three of us to fathom how to 

use it before sending me out on 
track. In the end I just ended up 

fastening the Double-D ring 
catch and simply tucking 
the excess strap inside the 
helmet lining.

There is no capacity for 
adding an intercom, but I 

suppose being a sporty 
track-focused lid, that isn’t a huge 
surprise. It would be a nice addition 
though, as I do like to listen to music 
when I ride and have yet to find a 
good enough pair of headphones to 
ride in. The shell is carbon fibre, and 
it’s reasonably light at 1350g for the 
small shell size, which means you 
don’t tire as much from wearing it.

I can see myself wearing it a lot for 
summer blasts, but wouldn’t opt for 
it for longer rides.

Tested by 
Robin Kirkley 
for 1400 miles
These are well-made 
gloves with lots of 

protection and some cool features, 
such as the visor wipe on the left 
hand and a waterproof membrane 
that has proven itself in the heaviest 
of downpours.

So far I’ve found the touchscreen 
compatibility to be faultless, which 
comes in handy for using my satnav, 
and I feel the design complements 
the rest of my adventure kit.

It’s also good to know that these 
gloves give solid protection, with CE 
Level 1 protective elements built in 

for the knuckles, fingers, palms and 
wrists. My fingers are on the stubbier 
side and as a result the tough 
construction is a bit tight across my 
hand, but even so they haven’t 
stretched much at all.

They’re not really warm enough on 
colder days and on the few scorchers 
I’ve enjoyed my short-cuff summer 

gloves have breathed better, but for 
most of the year these are quality 
gloves I can wear with confidence.

Knowing how unpredictable the 
British weather can be, the Oxford 
Mondial are a safe bet to have in my 
riding armoury.

foam seat bolts to the chassis using a 
couple of fasteners, transforming it 
from a trials machine to a traditional 
bike in two minutes.

An push-button panel on the frame 
can adjust speed, throttle sensitivity 
and power output, each one with four 
levels that take the TXP-20 from very 
soft to something that’ll do the 
business in serious competition. The 
panel is lockable, meaning little 
hands can’t adjust the settings, and it 
has an LED battery level indicator.

Top speed is 20mph, which Angus 
finds too slow for chasing his friends 
on their Honda CRF110s. But speed 
appears to be limited only by gearing, 
so I dare say a smaller rear sprocket 
would liberate a bit more top end, and 
as the TXP-20 has an excess of 
bottom-end punch, changing the 
gearing wouldn’t hurt its tremendous 
acceleration.

Range anxiety takes on a different 
tone when you’re the parent of a 
youngster who’s having too much fun 
on two wheels – you need the bike to 
last longer than your child does, then 
recharge quickly. Fortunately, the 
TXP has massively impressed in both 
areas – the removable 50.2V, 20Ah 
lithium battery lasts three hours 
when being ridden hard, and I reckon 
it would keep going for most of the 
day when ridden as a trials bike. 
We’ve found that a partial charge at 
lunchtime is the best way to ensure 
the fun doesn’t run out prematurely. 
The battery pack can be boosted up 
to 90 per cent in an hour and a half.

Build quality is exceptional and the 
bike’s shrugged off numerous crashes 
with little more than scuffed paint. 
Plus, its light (41kg), flickable chassis 
and direct throttle response mean 
Angus has dramatically improved his 

Control panel adjusts power, speed 
and response – and it’s childproof

+

PROS & CONS

Great build quality, 
lightweight, decent range

20mph top speed not enough 
to keep up with mates–

Rear brake is controlled via a lever on 
the handlebar like a mountain bike

MCN rating 
www.osetbikes.com

MCN rating 
www.dainese.com

MCN rating  
www.oxfordproducts.com

MCN rating 
www.nexx-helmet.co.uk

‘Good for all 
weathers’

‘Small but perfectly formed’

‘Suitably 
space-age’

‘Tough enough 
for most 
adventures’

MCN rating  
oxfordproducts.com

s s s s s

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 
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bike control very quickly. However 
throttle levels three and four are very 
sharp and cause the TXP to wheelie 
with a sniff of throttle.

The price may appear expensive, 
but when you consider the TXP-20 is 
both a serious trials machine and a 
versatile fun bike, I’d say the price is 
justified. Plus, Osets appear to hold 
their value well, so when it’s time for 
your child to progress to something 
new, you’ll recoup your investment.
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Buckling up the Nexx ready to go on 
track proved a rather tricky task


