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Tested by Ben Clarke for eight 
months/3000 miles
These sporty summer 
boots from RST are 
priced at the budget 
end of the market and it 

shows if you wear them back-to-back 
(foot-to-foot?) with a more premium 
pair. But in isolation, there’s not an 
awful lot wrong with them, especially 
if you are a newer rider. There are, of 
course, even cheaper options out there 
but in my opinion none are as stylish 
as the RSTs for the money. What’s 
more, the Evo 3 manages the higher CE 
level 2 rating for abrasion and impact 
resistance, dropping to the minimum 
1 standard for transverse rigidity. Not 
bad at this price. The ventilation is also 
top-notch and your feet stay nice and 
cool on the move in even the hottest 

conditions. Where the boots could be 
improved is in the support they offer. 
Unlike some other sports or track 
boots, there is no way to tighten them 
up – they’re just done up or undone – 
and this leaves them feeling a bit baggy 
and welly-esque. They also feel a little 
flimsy on the footpegs, leaving you to 
wonder how well they’d cope if your 
foot became tangled in a crash. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.rst-moto.com 

Hinged 
protection 
and decent  
CE scores too

‘A great-value starter 
boot for summer fun’

Tested by Bruce Dunn for 12 months
This is one of the best things I’ve 
bought in a while, as it means 
no more goofing around with 
footpumps or airlines. This 
Milwaukee product is tough and 

robust with excellent design features, such as 
having rubber-mounted dampers on its legs 
so it doesn’t rattle when in use. 
The screw-on valve adaptor is 
much more secure and easier 
to use than the clip-on type, 
and there’s a selection of 
other adaptors for different 
applications. You can preset the 
desired pressures, and it cuts off 
when it gets there. I initially used the M12 
2amp battery, but this wasn’t really powerful 
enough, so ended up purchasing a pattern 6amp 
option (£15.99) which is brilliant. The inflator can 
be bought with charger and a battery from £165.
Quality  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
www.screwfix.com

12 
MONTHS

RST TracTech Evo 3 boots £129.99

Milwaukee Cordless 
Tyre Inflator £77

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Justin Hayzelden for  
18 months / 4000 miles
The mesh lining makes it a doddle to don at 
the roadside, even over boots. It also allows 
air to circulate inside, preventing that grim 
boil-in-the-bag sensation. The outer shell is 
tough and does exactly what it’s designed to 
do, with drawstring, zip and Velcro closures 
ensuring that you stay dry. Neat features 
include a through-the-legs ‘parachute strap’ 
and an expanding pocket for race humps. 
It packs down into separate small pouches 
which are easy to stow, 
and the hi-viz colour 
can only be a boon 
when visibility is 
limited. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
rst-moto.com 

RST Pro Waterproofs 
£79.99 jkt/£49.99 trs

‘Saves all that 
goofing around’

Scott Venom £260
I always ride in leathers and 
this jacket is perfect for the 
colder Icelandic climate, due 
to having no perforations. 
Ólafur Arnar Hjartarson 
Nielsen, Iceland

Jofama Katla £329*
Very well made, a perfect fit, 
waterproof, and attaches to 
trousers. Great quality and a 
good price. Sally Weighill, 
Lincolnshire

Alpinestars Crazy 
Eight £299.99
Super soft, thick leather with 
a removable liner, a great fit 
and feels so comfy to wear on 
or off the bike. 
Graham Bell, Essex

Hideout Touring 
Jacket £600
They even put two chest 
pockets in for me. Hideout’s 
customer service is second  
to none, too.  
David Neale, Suffolk

Oxford Hampton £299.99
Had it for around three years and it’s still going 
strong. It’s comfy, warm and looks sweet  
with a café racer or retro style. 
Matt Taylor, Stafford

LEATHER JACKETS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Simon Relph for nine 
months/1500 miles
I have had these Dunlop 
D606 tyres fitted to my 
Honda CRF300 Rally  
(front 90/90-21 and rear 

120/90-18) for 1500 miles and there’s 
still plenty of tread left. I could see 
immediately that these would make a 
good off-road tyre just by looking at the 
depth and design of the tread pattern. 
My only problem was I needed these 
to perform on-road, too. I use the bike 
on a daily basis, so they would have 
around 90% on the road with about 
10% off road, the complete opposite of 
what they were designed for so it was a 
gamble. I am always a little apprehensive 
when using an unfamiliar tyre in the 
wet, so take it easy until I get a feel for 
them. But the D606s have been a very 
pleasant surprise and given great grip 
even in adverse conditions. Their off-road 
capability has not disappointed either, 
taking me everywhere I’ve wanted to go, 
whether it’s a dusty trail or deep mud.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.dunlopmotorcycletires.com

‘Give great grip 
even in adverse 
conditions’

1500 
MILES

3000 
MILES

Dunlop D606 tyres  
£88 front, £109 rear

Honeywell Howard Leight 
Max Earplugs £25 (for 200)

Go anywhere in the 
dirt but they handle 
road riding too

Tested by Emma Franklin for three 
months/500 miles
This streetfighter-style 
lid made by British 
brand Ruroc packs 
an impressive punch. 

Made from a carbon-fibre shell and 
multi-density EPS, it is certified to the 
outgoing ECE 22.05 standard and has 
been awarded four out of five stars 
in the DfT’s SHARP tests. In terms of 
spec, it’s totally premium; the internal 
comfort lining is one of the nicest 
feeling that I’ve experienced. The 

padding is plush-but-firm giving a semi-
race-fit feeling. Another cool feature 
is the clever Fidlock chin strap, which 
combines a double-D-style fastening 
for ease of adjustability with the one-
handed quick-release qualities of a 
magnetic clasp. At 1500g (size M) it 
weighs in on average 50g heavier than 
my other carbon lids. On the downside, 
it is quite noisy and only the chin vent 
can be closed. Ruroc are currently 
offering this lid with 27% off.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.ruroc.com

‘Top spec and street style’

3 
MONTHS

Tested by Michael Neeves for 20 years
I’ve been wearing these cheap, 
disposable foam earplugs since 
I joined MCN and have reviewed 
them before, but 
they’re worth a 

revisit for a couple of reasons. 
Firstly, I haven’t found anything 
that blocks out engine and wind 
noise better. I’ve tried custom-fit 
earplugs along the way, which are 
good, but they don’t expand to create 
a sound-deadening seal like these – they’re easy 
to lose, too, which can get expensive. Secondly, 
lots of machines are noisier these days, namely 
tall-roaders and adventure bikes that often create 
ear-blasting wind buffeting from their upright 
screens, and that makes wearing earplugs more 
important than ever. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.sps.honeywell.com

‘Cheap but very good’

20 
YEARS

Ruroc Atlas 3.0 Carbonized Inferno £309

+

PROS & CONS

Great ventilation, good 
abrasion and impact rating

Lack of adjustment to get 
the snuggest fit possible–

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?
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