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Tested by Michael Neeves,  
for one test day
Racing slicks have 
immense grip, but there’s 
no point using them 
for trackdays. They’ll 

tear if compounds don’t match track 
temperature, degrade through heat 
cycles and need to be baking before 
they work properly, so you need tyre 
warmers, paddock stands and power. 
Pressures need to be set hot, so you’ll 
need to constantly check them after 
each session, too. It’s only worth the 
massive faff of looking after them if 
you’re actually racing. So what’s the 
solution? These trackday slicks from 
Metzeler come very close to the grip 
and feel of a race tyre without the 
hassle mentioned above. They can 
be used from cold, so no need for 

warmers – just set pressures at the 
start of the day and off you go. Better 
still, they can ‘flipped’ to spin the other 
way and even-out wear, too. I tried 
them on my race BMW S1000RR and 
although the electronics, suspension 
and geometry were set for taller profile 
race rubber they were only a second 
off my Brands Hatch Indy practice time 
which is pretty good in my book. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.metzeler.com

ONE 
TEST DAY

Loads of grip 
and no need 
for warmers

‘Close to a race tyre 
but without the hassle’

Tested by Ali Silcox for six months
Nothing beats snuggling up in an 
oversized hoodie and this fits the 
bill perfectly. It’s made from a 
mix of cotton and polyester, with 
elasticated cuffs and hem.  

A decent size pouch pocket is ideal 
for either keeping hands toasty or 
carrying phone or keys. There’s 
a large Alpinestars logo on the 
front, which could be deemed 
as garish but I love it. It’s been 
through the wash on numerous 
occasions and hasn’t lost its shape 
or leeched any dye. I don’t tend to wear this on 
the bike, as it’s a bit bulky, but it’s great as casual 
gear for when I’m not on the road. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Valuee ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

Metzeler Racetec TD Slick from £310

Alpinestars Ride 
2.0 hoodie £54.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Simon Relph, 
for four months
I don’t know how I used to 
get by without brake cleaner, 
especially this one from  
Muc-Off. Simply give the can 
a good shake, then give the 
disc a good blast all over, 
concentrating on the dirtier 
areas and places where the dust 
collects. Make sure this is done 
outside, or in a well-ventilated 
space, as however nice it smells, 
it is still flammable. Once the 
disc and caliper/pads look clean, 
leave enough time for them to 
dry off before wiping down with 
a dry clean cloth. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.muc-off.com

Muc-Off Motorcycle 
Disc Brake Cleaner 
400ml, £10.99

‘Perfect and cosy 
casual gear’

Arai Tour-X4 
£499.99-£599.99
My go-to helmet. The level of 
comfort is superb and the 
internal speaker cut-outs 
mean no undue pressure. 
Tom Steele, Manchester

Scorpion ADX-1 
£209.99-£239.99
The modular, flip-up design  
is useful when instructing.  
I just wish it came with an 
integrated Bluetooth system. 
Gary Morgan, Chester

Nishua Enduro 
Carbon £231.47
It’s super light with an amazing 
field of view. It can be worn 
without the peak, or the  
visor, or with goggles.  
Ade Beckham, Northallerton

Schuberth E1 
£449.99-£529.99
I’ve had this 18 months and 
use it every day. Pros include 
the comfort, sun visor, 
Pinlock and adjustable peak.
Steve Staines, Marholm

Nexx X.WED2 £349.99-£399.99
Great fit, quiet, and the peak is fixed in three 
places. The integrated comms kit is brilliant and 
can hook several items together at the same time. 
Rob Dickson, Bures

PEAKED LIDS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

TCX Ikasu Lady WP £159.99

Tester Richard Newland, for 10 
months / 1000 miles
When I bought my Honda 
SP-2 last year, the first 
thing on my shopping list 
(apart from reversing 

some of the previous owner’s mods to 
make it more standard) was a top-
notch hugger to protect the exposed 
rear shock. The available options for 
the SP-2 are quite limited, but I struck 
gold with my first search. I hoped Harris 
still made one, and they do. I paused 
for about five seconds over the price, 
then simply abused my credit card and 

ordered one (along with some lovely 
swingarm bobbins for £12). And I’m 
delighted with it. The fit was – as you’d 
expect – perfect, and the quality is 
superb. The carbon weave is beautiful 
and I can’t find any flaws, but if you’re 
happy with fibreglass, your wallet will 
be less abused, at £84. The hugger is 
a one-piece unit that incorporates the 
chain guard, and removal and fitting 
took all of two minutes (a fitting kit is 
included). It doesn’t draw attention, but 
looks great when you notice it. Love it. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.harris-performance.com

‘It’s full-factory finery’

10 
MONTHS

6 
MONTHS

Tested by Emma Franklin, three 
months/1500 miles 
Without doubt the most 
comfortable short boots I’ve 
worn, and here’s why: Firstly, the 
OrthoLite foam insole provides soft, 

spongy support, meaning that they feel more 
like trainers than rigid bike boots when you’re 
walking around. The plushness continues further 
up with a soft D30 armour inserts at the ankle 
bones, padding around the collar of the boot, and 
a fat padded tongue which is accommodated by 
an elasticated panel and the central zip closure 
that runs along the top of the foot. Meanwhile, 
down below, the chunky Groundtrax outsole gives 
great grip, stability and vibration reduction. I’ve 
worn them for 12-hour days, in some stinking hot 
temperatures, and not once felt irked by them. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com

‘The most comfy 
short boots ever!’

1500 
MILES

Harris Performance Honda  
VTR1000 SP-2 carbon hugger £132

+

PROS & CONS

Easier to manage than 
racing slicks

 Track-only (so no good if 
you ride to the day!)–

Tested by Ben Clarke for two months, 
1500 miles
This looks on the face 
of it like a pretty normal 
helmet. The design looks 
good but is nothing to write 

home about and there’s a new forehead 
vent combined with the Arai badge but 
other than that it looks normal. Where 
things get interesting, though, is with the 
ECE marking on the back (said no one 
ever, but bear with me). That’s because 
the Quantic was the first helmet to 
meet the new and updated ECE 22.06 
safety regulation for helmets – although 
Shoei weren’t far behind with the NXR2. 
At 1600g (large shell size) it’s not the 
lightest but this isn’t noticeable when 
you’re wearing it. The ventilation system 
works really well and keeps you cool 
even when it’s roasting hot. I’ve used the 
Quantic on the road and track and it’s 
really quiet, even at very high speeds. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.whyarai.co.uk

‘Reassuringly 
expensive’

1500 
MILES

Arai Quantic £599.99

PROS & CONS

Meets new ECE 22.06 
rating. Quiet, comfy+
Quite expensive and not 
the lightest helmet–

Great fit and it 
passes the new 
standards too


