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Knox Covert gloves

THESE ARE 

SUPPOSED 

to be 
waterproof 

summer gloves, but I’m 
now into November and 
still use these every day 
because of their warmth, 
breathability and 
resistance to water. 

The Coverts use a 
waterproof membrane 
which is bonded to the 
leather, meaning the 
gloves are thin and also 
that you don’t encounter 
that awful ‘prolapse’ 
moment when you remove 
your hands from the glove 

and the lining follows.
So far they’ve proved 

themselves to be 
waterproof enough and 
have loads of feel and 
comfort, only marred by 
the slider on the palm 
pressing on the bars and 
causing a pressure point 
when riding bikes with 
pulled-in bars like our 
Daytona 675. On nakeds 
and wide-barred bikes 
like a Panigale it isn’t a 
problem. As long as you 
like the subdued looks, 
they make a decent 
multi-season buy.   
Matt Wildee

HOW LONG SIX MONTHS/2000 MILES COST £100 

CONTACT WWW.PLANET-KNOX.COM
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Bridgestone RS10 tyres
HOW LONG 800 MILES COST £270 CONTACT WWW.BRIDGESTONE.COM 

I WAS 

INTERESTED 

in trying these 
on PB’s 

long-term Panigale. The 
RS10s didn’t fare brilliantly 
in our 2015 tyre test, but 
I’d hoped they would work 
well for day-to-day 
sportsbike road riding. 

Initial impressions were 
good – they steered well, 
warmed up quickly and 

were also good in the wet.
The main problem with 

them was wear; the RS10 
seems a very soft tyre. On 
long, fast summer runs 
you could see the rubber 
peel off the tyre like on a 
trackday – and despite 
varied use, they started to 
square in 500 miles. By 
800, they’d lost their 
profile and as they wore, 
the handling of the Pani 

deteriorated, robbing 
stability and confidence. 

The Dunlop D211GP 
Racers I’d replaced for 
these Bridgestones lasted 
longer, and when they did 
wear in the middle, they 
still felt better. It’s a shame 
because the Bridgestone 
R10 track tyre is excellent 
and I hoped it would be 
the same case with these.
Matt Wildee
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Oxford Oximiser 3X 
HOW LONG 18 MONTHS COST £79.99

CONTACT WWW.OXPRODS.CO.UK

FOR THE 

LAST 18 
months this 
has been my 

R1’s life support system. 
The Oximiser monitors 

battery levels and keeps it 
topped up while giving a 
real-time display of 
battery condition. It 
comes supplied with a 
quick-release connector 
that connects to the 
battery, and I’ve routed 
this to exit under the left 
side panel, to make 
plugging it in easier when 

I roll into the garage.
It’s proved reliable and 

trustworthy over a long 
period of constant use. 
The system claims to be 
able to recover discharged 
batteries, and it can, to a 
point. However, when a 
left-on sat-nav drained the 
battery on my S1000R 
down to 7.2v it was unable 
to get it going, unlike the 
industrial unit at my local 
BMW dealer. Aside from 
that it’s done everything I 
want. Good kit.
Matt Wildee

Second-hand vice
HOW LONG TWO YEARS COST £13.52 CONTACT WWW.EBAY.CO.UK

CHEAPLY 

CAST 

CHINESE 

vices aren’t 
worth the hassle. Ask it to 
clamp down a bit too hard 
and it’ll shatter. This sort 
of thing is much better. 
Scan the classifieds, 
search eBay and keep an 
eye out at car boots for a 
proper British-made 
engineer’s vice like this. 

This unbranded, ancient 
four-inch jaw item is 
plenty good enough for 
the sporadic use it gets. 
It’s been shown some 
serious force, but hasn’t 
failed on me, and has 
made various workshop 
tasks much easier. 

The sliding portion has 
a large flat portion that 
doubles up as a useful 
anvil for supporting items 

you need to teach some 
English to with a hammer. 

A new equivalent 
Record vice costs £90 – 
but this is way better value 
for the amateur mechanic. 
It’s already lasted 40 

years, so it should last the 
same again. I’d advise 
spending a few quid on 
quality soft jaw covers, 
though – a £5 set 
predictably failed on me.
Chris Newbigging
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