
 An enduring favourite from 

Bristol-based Weise, the Nevada ST 

– like the ARMR – really shows what’s 

possible for less than £150. It feels 

good, works well and looks smart.

The outer layer uses a Ripstop 

fabric that’s resistant to tearing, and 

has stretch panels on the shoulders 

and elbows which allow a relatively 

close fitting jacket to be flexible and 

comfortable. There are small but 

effective reflective details.

There are size adjusters on the 

collar, arms and sides, again helping 

get the fit just right. The outer 

pockets, at the hips, are closed  

with zips and poppers, and have 

concealed hand cosies.

Waterproofing is provided by a 

sewn-in drop liner, and the soft, light 

thermal liner zips out. There are two 

front vents and one at the rear, and 

three waterproof internal pockets.

This jacket feels much classier and 

more substantial than most of the 

other jackets here, it’s a pleasure to 

wear and it kept us dry in sustained 

heavy rain. It could, however, be 

warmer – and a longer Velcro collar 

tab would be welcome too.

The quality of armour provided with these jackets varied hugely.  There’s 

no need for a jacket to come with body armour, but if it does then it needs 

to comform to EN1621-1 (elbows, shoulders) or EN1621-2 (back 

protectors). You need to satisfy yourself that the armour in your jacket is 

not just up to scratch, but is also properly positioned. 

The easiest way to upgrade is to either buy individual armour pieces 

(from £15), and a slot-in (£20) or strap-on (£50) back protector, or an 

armoured vest (from £120). Knox and Forcefield are good places to start.

 Collar could do with a longer Velcro tab; sides have more than enough

How we tested 

and scored them
The test spanned late summer, autumn and early winter, a period that 

included strong winds, heavy rain, drizzle, some frosty starts and some 

unusually mild conditions. We couldn’t have asked for more help from the 

elements, because the whole test was based upon riding for hundreds of 

miles in each jacket, in all weathers, on a variety of bikes, with liners 

fitted and removed, vents done up and undone.

The comfort rating is based on a mix of warmth (on cold days); 

freshness (on warmer days); rain resistance (on wet days); and any 

issues with chafing or digging in (thankfully few).

The convenience score combines our ratings for ease of getting on and 

off; breadth and ease of adjustment; and usefulness of the pockets.

The toughness score is about the usefulness of the armour; any other 

impact or abrasion resistance; and how the jacket stood up to daily use. 

All scores are out of five, for a possible maximum total of 15.

How safe are they?

Weise Nevada ST £139.99
Price includes CE-approved back, shoulder and elbow armour
www.thekeycollection.co.uk

Scores
Comfort .......................................4

Convenience .................................4

Toughness ....................................4

TOTAL .................................. 12

 A full-length touring-style jacket 

that does all the basics very well, 

and feels tough enough to last 

several winters. The idea is 

familiar: a fixed waterproof 

membrane, a removable 

thermal lining, no vents, but  

a hook for holding the collar 

open. The cuff openings are 

wide enough to be useful.

There are good adjusters 

on the arms and sides, and 

a short connecting zip.

As well as the bright 

colouring of our test jacket, 

the Phantom has a good 

amount of reflective striping that 

could keep you safe at night. The 

armour is from D3O, so it feels soft 

and unintrusive while you’re riding 

and only stiffens when it needs to.

Scores
Comfort .......................................4

Convenience .................................3

Toughness ....................................4

TOTAL ...................................11

 Style is clean and simple; look closer and you’ll find lots of neat details

Richa Phantom £124.99

Price includes CE-approved back, shoulder and elbow armour 
www.nevis.uk.com
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