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PRODUCT TEST

Dainese Stripes Evo
Price £419.99 Info www.dainese.com

Constructed from numerous 
panels of leather and suede, 
with a very authentic-looking 
vintage effect to the leather. 

The cut is about perfect, and 
the subtle branding doesn’t 
scream “look at me”. I’ve been 
wearing it off the bike as much 
as I have on it.

The first thing you notice is 
how nice the removable liner is. 
It has soft elasticated cuffs and 
collar, it’s silky smooth and 
properly warm. It’s an often-
overlooked part of a jacket, but 
this liner makes the Stripes Evo 
good for more than just a 
couple of summer months.  

Take the lining out, though, 
and it’s clear that the leather is 
thin. Really thin, and really 
lightweight. This feeling is 
perhaps exaggerated by the 
lack of a back protector (it has 
space to fit one though). 

The armour Dainese have 
provided is really good. The 
elbow and shoulder protectors 

Scores

On-bike comfort: 8/10

Off-bike comfort: 9/10

Practicality: 9/10

Total: 26/30

are ventilated, with a hard 
covering on the outside and 
high-density foam on the 
inside, making these some
of the best in the test.

Practicality isn’t usually top
of Dainese’s priorities list, but 
this jacket manages it very 
well. It’s fully lined, there are 
the usual two waist pockets, 
two well-concealed zipped 
breast vents, one inside 
pocket, waist adjusters and 
a zip to connect the jacket 
to your trousers. The 
thermal liner is easy to 
remove, there’s a choice 
of positions for the neck 
closure, and the armour is 
adjustable. Everything you 
could want from this kind 
of jacket. Lee Skellett

Weise Thruxton 
Price £259.99 Info www.thekeycollection.co.uk

A classic race-style jacket, with 
a simple look, in a distressed 
brown leather that’s thin but 
still feels substantial. Metal zips 
are used for chest and cuffs, 
with a pop stud on the short 
collar and a couple of buckles 
for tightening around the waist.

Inside, it all gets much more 
21st century, with a removable 
thermal quilted lining and 
CE-approved armour on the 
shoulders and elbows, and a CE 
back protector. It has a short 
connecting zip to attach it to 
trousers, plus one internal 
pocket and four outer pockets, 
though the breast ones are 
only good for a credit card or 
small phone.

Underarm stretch panels 
mean your movement is nicely 
unrestricted. But the body 
could be a little longer to stop 
your kidneys being exposed 
when you’re in a riding crouch.

The Thruxton has started to 
break in nicely over the six 

months I’ve worn it (the Castrol 
patch is my own addition). On 
the odd occasion I’ve worn it in 
the rain it has held up well. The 
leather flap behind the zip 
helps keep the weather at bay.

Although the removable liner 
definitely adds some warmth, 
the short cut means this is 
very much a summer jacket 
that will get put away come 
the colder weather.

Even though I’m lucky 
enough to have a wide 
choice jackets of jackets 
to use, I return to the 
Thruxton because of its 
quality, safe feel, looks and 
good fit. It feels natural to 
wear off the bike too. An 
unfussy retro jacket with 
modern safety. Matt Hull

Scores

On-bike comfort: 7/10

Off-bike comfort: 8/10

Practicality: 9/10

Total: 24/30
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