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How we test kit
RiDE is the home of serious, 
objective, professional testing 
of motorcycle clothing and 
accessories. No other British 
motorcycle magazine goes to as 
much trouble as we do to obtain, 
use, compare and appraise kit – 
from a sachet of visor cleaner 
to a £1200 textile suit. 

Our comparison tests, which 
reward the most impressive gear 
with Best Buy and Recommended 
triangles, are respected worldwide. 

As well as conducting several of 
those big RiDE Product Tests every 
year, we are constantly using new 
and familiar kit. 

That’s what these Kit on Test 
pages are for: first impressions
of new items, and reappraisals of 
previously tested gear whenever 
we have something fresh to report, 
positive or negative. 

Jargon buster
 CE approval: European product 
safety labelling system. If 
something has CE approval it 
means the product has been 
tested and found to meet a 
certain standard. Confusion arises 
because you have to read the 
label to see precisely what it 
applies to – often it refers only to 
the armour in a product, not the 
product as a whole. For a more 
detailed explanation of the CE 
marking system for bike gear, 
visit the blog at www.ride.co.uk. 
ACU Gold: Sticker required on any 
helmet used on track.
  ECE22-05: Helmets sold in the 
UK are tested to this standard. 
  Sharp: This government scheme 
awards helmets a rating out of 
five – see sharp.direct.gov.uk
 Snell test: United States helmet 
safety standard. Universally 
respected, but has no standing
in British law.

For the past couple of weeks the roads 
have been wet even when it was sunny, so 
the visor needed cleaning all the time. This 
product from SDoc100 isn’t new, but the 
heavy use I’ve been putting it to has made 
me realise how good it is. 

It’s not cheap, but this 100ml bottle 
seems to be lasting very well. The soft 
microfibre cloth that comes with it is 
excellent for wiping filth off the helmet and 
visor and then buffing to a smear-free 
finish, time after time. CO

A first aid kit (bandage, scissors, blanket 
etc) plus warning triangle and one of those 
magic glow sticks that gives 12 hours of 
light. And it’s the right size and shape to fit 
behind a number plate, so it’s with you on 
every journey. And it’s lockable. Despite 
having so many features, it’s thin and light, 
so it’s easy to carry in a rucksack if you’d 
rather not attach it to the bike. CO

SDOC100 VISOR CLEANER  

■ £13 www.motohaus.com
MOTOBIKE SYSTEMS 
NUMBER PLATE 
FIRST AID KIT  

■ £44.99 www.sportouring.com

THIS IS CLAIMED to be the world’s smallest 
jump starter and personal power supply. 
The idea is that you carry it with you, ready 
for those unfortunate occasions when your 
battery lacks the charge to start your 
engine, perhaps because you left it for too 
long with the engine off and the lights on. It 
can also be used to charge laptops, 
smartphones, PSPs – loads of things.

Considering what it does, it’s impressively 

ANTIGRAVITY BATTERIES 
MICRO-START XP-1 

■ £179.99 

www.sportouring.com

light and compact. But I don’t intend to take 
it with me on every journey. Rather, it will 
be a great reassurance on longer solo trips, 
and could prove to be very useful on a 
group ride, where there’s always someone 
whose phone or camera dies and nobody 
else’s charger will fit. I’ve tried it on a couple 
of things and it does the job, but the real 
test will come in the Brecon Beacons, at 
night, in the rain. Colin Overland

■ Lithium battery
This can, say the makers, hold a 
charge for a year. So carry it and 
forget it, until you need it
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